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When Hon. John Saldivar 
took over command of the Ministry 
of National Security  one year ago, it 
was with the full knowledge that this 
is the most challenging Ministry in 
these times. He, nevertheless,  em-
braced it with the same enthusiasm  he 
has always approached every mission. 

One year later, in the face 
of mounting challenges, we re-
view the progress made, with the 
complete awareness that the mis-
sion is anything but complete. 
In fact, it has only just begun!   

Continued on Page 4

One year into the 
second term of his 
tenure as Prime 

Minister, the Honourable Dean 
Barrow last week read his Govern-
ment’s 2013-2014 Budget Proposal.

While it was presented 
without much pomp and circum-
stance, the 5.3 % GDP rate of 
growth for the closing fiscal year 
reported in this Budget is abso-
lutely phenomenal, particularly 
when considered within the con-
text of the region and the World. 

Our 5.3% GDP Growth 
rate is measurably much higher 
than the overall Global growth of 
3.2% for 2012, which represented 
further slippage from the overall 
Global Growth rate of 3.9% re-
corded the previous year, 2011. 

As, the Prime Minister 
noted in his Budget Speech, Japan 
slipped into recession, the Euro 
area’s turmoil intensified, Chi-
na’s economic pace decelerated, 
and in the ‘great’ United States of 
America, the measly 2.3% growth 
rate they recorded in 2012 had 
even exceeded expectations. It is 
amid this broad-based sluggish-

ness in advanced economies that 
our Belize Economy registered a 
phenomenal growth rate of 5.3%. 

This accomplishment 
is even more remarkable when 
viewed in the context of the Car-
ibbean region, where the pro-
jected 2012 outturn is for a 0.7% 
contraction in St. Kitts and Ne-
vis, zero-growth in Barbados, 
and 0.9% growth in Jamaica. 

Even in Guyana, Baha-
mas and Trinidad and Tobago, 
where the news was much more 
encouraging (thanks to lower debt 
burdens, as well as a combina-
tion of natural resource wealth, 
domestic investments and the 
turnaround in tourist arrivals and 
remittance flows from the United 
States), that good news is simply 
that their economies grew by only 
3.3%, 2.5% and 0.7%, respectively. 

To use an analogy, how 
well the Belizean vessel is sail-
ing is particularly amazing given 
the fact that we are sailing on 
such stormy seas. And the cap-
tain must be applauded for so 
skilfully and confidently navigat-
ing the ship of state through such 
turbulent and treacherous waters.
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Whither Goeth Thou?

Crime Rate Goes 
Down in the South 

Sr. Supt. Robert Mariano, 
Southern Zone Commander  

Supt. Simeon Alvarez , OC , Toledo 

Asst. Supt. Alton Alvarez, OC 
    Intermediate Southern Formation 

Minister Presents February Awards 
cer Commanding the 
Intermediate Southern 
Formation; and Simeon 
Alvarez, Officer Com-
manding the Toledo 
Formation.

Commenting on 
the significant reduc-
tion in major crimes 
in his area, Officer 
Commanding the In-
termediate Southern 
Formation, Asst. Supt. 
Alton Alvarez said he 
attributes it to three 
factors: community 

engagement, morale 
building and resource 
management.    

The Minister 
made the presenta-
tion at the start of his 
monthly meeting with 
zone and branch com-
manders held at the 
National Police Train-
ing Academy in Belmo-
pan Wednesday after-
noon. The meeting was 
chaired by Commis-
sioner  Allen Whylie.  

crimes within their respective ju-
risdictions.  

Comparative Crime Sta-
tistics for the month of February, 
2013, show that both these for-
mations, which are part of the 
Southern Zone, saw a 50% re-
duction in major crimes, as com-
pared to the figures for the previ-
ous month. 

The awards, which are 
now a monthly feature, consist of 
a certificate of appreciation to the 
outstanding formation and a cash 
reward of $1,000 to the winning 
zone for the month in question, 
funds which are used as the Of-
ficer Commanding that zone and 
his team determine as they con-
tinue to step up efforts to provide 
better safety and security in their 
respective jurisdiction.

Receiving the Cheque of 
$ 1,000 was Officer Command-
ing the Southern Zone, Senior 
Superintendent Robert Maria-
no. Accepting the certificates of 
award were, Alton Alvarez, Offi-

On Wednes-
day, March 13, 2013, 
Minister of National 
Security, Hon. John 
Saldivar presented 
certificates of award 
to officers command-
ing the Intermediate 
Southern Formation 
and Toledo Forma-
tion for their perfor-
mance during the 
month of February 
in reducing major Amid the 

g o o d 
news of 

the Belize Economy 
making its way steadily 
across stormy regional 
and international seas, 
our communities re-
main in relative social 
turmoil, not too clear, 
it seems, about where 
we want to go. 

The Prime Min-
ister and his Govern-
ment were elected to 
reverse economic crisis 
and erosion of confi-
dence in the manage-
ment of our Nation’s 
affairs, a macro situ-
ation that was affect-
ing every aspect of our 
lives and threatening 
our very existence as 
an independent state. 

The 2013-2014 Na-
tonal Budget, record-
ing a growth rate of 5.3 
percent in the closing 
fiscal year, projecting 
continued growth in 
the year ahead, and 
keeping all national 
and human develop-

ment programs in-
tact, without adding 
any new taxes, is proof 
positive that the Prime 
Minister and his Gov-
ernment are delivering 
well on that mandate. 
That our Economy and 
the overall manage-
ment of our Nation’s 
affairs are back on 
track and heading in 
the right direction, is a 
given.

Where the wa-
ters remain murky is 
on the social front. In 
so many ways, over so 
many years, we seemed 
have lost our way as a 
people, having come 
loose of our moorings. 
No amount of Govern-
ment policies and pro-
grams can completely 
fix that. 

Just as it is with 
the question of wheth-
er or not to go to the 
ICJ, the momentous 
and existential ques-
tions that confront us 
in 2013 will have to be 
grappled with and de-
cided on by each of us. 
It’s a judgement call 
for every individual; 
and we will all be held 
accountable and be 
subjected to the con-
sequences of the deci-
sions that we make.

What is also true, 
is that our destiny as a 
people is all wrapped 
together, inextrica-
bly so; and if we are to 
move forward as a Na-
tion, we must do so in 
unity, if not uniformity. 
Whither goeth thou?   
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One Month in Charge 
Commander Discusses State of BDF 

Local Press:
What kind of challenges has 
the BDF been having since 
your taking over command?

Brigadier General Jones:
 Today has marked exactly 

a month, because I took over the 
1st, today is the 28th, the shortest 
month in the year. And what I have 
been doing so far is making checks 
on exactly what resources the BDF 
has, making checks on exactly what 
are the resources that we need, and 
looking at the structure of what the 
BDF currently has, and then revis-
ing, starting to revise towards cre-
ating the structure that we need. 

Because, with the current 
threats that we have, we don’t be-

lieve that we are structured the 
best way. So we are going to re-
vise our structure and then look 
at either increasing the size of the 
force, or structuring it differently 
so that we can actually meet the 
threats that we are now facing.

Local Press:
But, in relation to bud-

getary confinement, some-
times the BDF officers don’t 
have the necessary equipment 
they need because of budgetary 
cuts. How do you address that?

Brigadier General Jones:
At the moment, with the 

budget exercise we went through, it 
seems that they (the Government) 

are NOT going to be really unkind 
to us this year. I think we might get 
even a little increase; there is al-
ways a need for more equipment. 
As you know the government and 
the country is not in the finan-
cial situation that we would like. 
We need to make the best of the 
budget that we get, and make the 
best of the resources that we have. 

But for the moment now, 
what we’re doing is just ensuring 
and being cognizant of exactly what 
we have, and look at exactly what we 
need, and then focus our budget to 
get in what we really need to meet 
the current threats that the BDF is 
facing and will face in the future. 

Local Press:

Brigadier General David Jones speaking with 
Love FM and Love TV’s  Marion Ali  

Brigadier General David Jones speaking with 
Channel Five’s Duane Moody  

 Are the BDF soldiers 
over extended, because they 
have to act as “Military Police” 
Force as well as jungle officers? 

Brigadier General Jones:
I would prefer to say they 

are working at a higher operation 
tempo than expected. The soldiers, 
apart from the duties along the 
border, we have to assist the Police 
as well. It is something that has 
been decided by the Government. 

Our primary purpose is for 
the defense of the Country, making 
sure that our national territorial 
integrity and sovereignty is intact. 
And we spend most of our time do-
ing that job along the border. How-
ever, the country is now in a situ-
ation where crime is probably the 
main national concern in the coun-
try, and it is a good decision to have 
the BDF assist in fighting it. It is not 
what the soldier has directly signed 

up for, but it’s a mission which we 
must chip in to assist, because it 
is for the national interest of the 
country, and that’s why we are here.        

  

Potable Water Coming to 
Indian Church and San Carlos Over 105 families 

in the northern 
villages of Indian 

Church and San Carlos in the 
Orange Walk District will soon 
bid farewell to old water hand 
pumps and hand-dug wells thanks 
to a Social Investment Fund 
project, which will supply quality, 
potable water to both villages. 

The project was officially 
launched last Friday, March 8th at 10 
am in the village of Indian Church.

Both Indian Church 
and San Carlos Villages are 
poor communities with 37% of 
their population living below 
the poverty level. The villagers 
have been relying on wells, 
hand pumps and the New River 
Lagoon as their main sources 
of water for over three decades. 
These water sources, however, are 

untreated and have continuously 
posed health treats for water-
borne diseases to the residents.

The SIF project, which will 
be financed by the Government 
of Belize at approximately 
$996,000 from a loan from 
the Caribbean Development 
Bank (CDB), will address the 
water needs of both villages. 

The project will include the 
construction of an elevated Ferro-
concrete 20,000 gallon water tank 
in Indian Church, a pump house 
and installation of submersible 
pump and chlorinator, installation 
of a generator and a 28,000 ft 
network of distribution pipes. 

The water tank will be 

constructed at the highest point 
at the entrance of Indian Church 
Village. The water will be pumped 
to the tank and then gravity fed 
to the entire village households 
in Indian Church and San Carlos.  

As part of the project, 
training will be provided to 
all water board members, 
including the operators, in the 
operation and management 
of the new water system. 

In addition, they will 
also receive training in basic 
accounting from the Ministry of 
Labor, Local Government, Rural 

Development, Immigration and 
National Emergency Management.

Guest speaker at the 
official launching was Hon. 

Senator Godwin Hulse, Minister 
of Labor, Local Government, 
Rural Development, Immigration 
and National Emergency 
Management.  Other speakers 
included representatives of 
the Social Investment Fund, 
the Indian Church and San 
Carlos Village Councils and 
their respective water boards.

Information and 
photos provided by Mike 
Hernandez Jr. (Sr. J.P.), 
Director of Public Relations 
of the Social Investment Fund

Hon. Senator, Godwin Hulse, Minister of Rural Development, 
applauds with school children at the launching of the Indian Church 

Rural Water System 

Official launching of the Indian Church and 
San Carlos Rudimentary Water System
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Ministry of National Security 

Reviewing the Progress in 2012-2013  
Challenged But Determined! 

1. Successive annual in-
creases in budgetary allo-
cations for the Ministry of 
National Security to step up 
operations, purchase equip-
ment and vehicles, last fiscal 
year and the new fiscal year. 

2.  Minister of National 
Security, Honourable John 
Saldivar completes his coun-
trywide tour of all Police for-

mations in the Country fin-
ishing in Stann Creek District 
where he visited the Interme-
diate Southern Formation 
(ISF) led from Independence, 
the Placencia Sub-Formation 
which handles the Peninsula 
Area, and the Dangriga For-
mation which is the Head-
quarters for the entire Dis-
trict.

3. Belize National Coast-
guard celebrates Seven Years’ 

anniversary, having quick-
ly earned its reputation 
as a highly-skilled, well-
equipped and elite outfit 
policing our territorial wa-

ters.    Its Commander, for-
merly Captain John Borland, 
has now been promoted to 
the rank of Rear Admiral. 
The Unit recently intercept-
ed millions of dollars worth 
of cocaine at sea, and led an 
effective operation in North-
ern Ambergris Caye which 
uncovered and uprooted 
heavily-armed criminal ele-
ments operating in that area.

4. The BDF Youth Cadet 
Corps Summer Camp 2012 
held in Santa Elena, Cayo, 
was a major success. Minis-
ter of National Security Hon. 
John Saldivar visited the 
camp and pledged to find ad-
ditional resources to expand 
the program and double its 
membership over the next 
couple years. 

5. Minister of National 
Security visits BDF Annual 

Camp (2012) in Baldy Beacon 
and Annual Senior Officers’ 
Conference in Caye Caulker, 
pledging to ensure budgetary 
allocation for adequate re-
sources to maintain and up-
grade all installations coun-
trywide.

6. Ten new Mahindra 
trucks handed over to the 
BDF by Ministry of Nation-
al Security over the past six 
months. New Commander of 
the BDF, General David Jones 
says the vehicles can handle 
very rugged terrain and are 
well suited for their purpose. 

He said they are also looking 
to acquire more vehicles in-
cluding bigger trucks. 

7. Establishment of a Cor-
rectional Facility for Juvenile 
offenders at Mountain Pine 
Ridge, to be operated by the 
BDF. In January, Minister of 
National Security, Hon John 
Saldivar toured the facility, 
which consists of over a doz-
en buildings, a good number 

of which were already reno-
vated and ready to receive its 
first juvenile offenders. The 
Minister was accompanied 
by outgoing Commander, 
General Dario Tapia, and the 
commander designate at that 
time, Colonel David Jones, 
now Brigadier General Jones, 
who has since taken over 
command of the BDF. 

8. New Commander, 
Brigadier General David 
Jones takes over command 
of BDF on February 1, 2013. 
He reports one month later, 
that under his command, the 

Force is undergoing compre-
hensive overhaul of its entire 
structure to meet the new 
challenges, demands and 
threats.
9. Impressive new BDF 
Intake #56 passes out, with 
45 new soldiers, displaying 
exceptional physical skills, 
fitness and discipline.

10. New Police Station 
Continued on Page 5

Newly Renovated Police Barracks at Queen Street, Belize City 

Hon. John Saldivar 
Minister of National Security 

Hon. Saldivar handing over two of many new vehicles to the Police 

Receiving $2 Million Forensic Ballistic Equipment from Canada 

New Motorcycles for Police in Rural Belize District 
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Ministry of National Security 

Reviewing the Progress in 2012-2013  
Challenged But Determined! 

inaugurated in San Roman, 
Orange Walk near the Be-
lize-Mexico Border; New 
sub-station also built and 
inaugurated at Maya Beach 
on the Placencia Peninsula 
through the assistance of the 
Business Community in the 
Peninsula area. 

11. Over 40 new special 
constables sworn in on the 
Placencia Peninsula (new 
special constables also sworn 
in for Dangriga and other 
parts of the Country); Neigh-
bourhood Watch and Citi-

zens on Patrol Committees 
formed in various parts of the 
country in conjunction with 
the Police Department and 
Ministry of National Security. 

12. Over $200 Thousand 
secured from Taiwan for con-
struction of a new Police Sta-
tion in Belmopan to be jointly 
funded by that Government 

and the Belize Government.    

13.  Placencia upgraded 
to a full Police sub-forma-
tion. Memorandum of Un-
derstanding signed between 
Ministry of National Secu-
rity, Police Department and 
Peninsula 20/20 Initiative 
for establishment of mobile 
check-point in the area, with 
support from the business 
community. 

14. Police Barracks at 
Queen Street, Belize City 
Police Station refurbished 
to serve as dormitory for Po-
lice Officers stationed away 

from home. Similar living 
quarters being built and up-
graded in other areas, such as 
San Pedro, Ambergris Caye. 
The Minister of National Se-
curity tours the refurbished 
facility and reiterates his 
commitment to the welfare 
of all Police Officers. He lat-
er visits with Sergeant Mark 
August who lost both legs in 
a motorcycle, pledging the 

Ministry’s support, financial 
and otherwise, to ensure he 
makes a full recovery, regains 
his mobility and returns to 
serve the Police Department 

in a capacity consistent with 
his specialized training and 
new physical condition.     

15. Substantial upward 
salary adjustments for hun-
dreds of Police Officers. In-
creased living and transfer 
allowances.    

16. Over 20 additional ve-
hicles and almost 50 motor-

cycles handed over to Police 
in all parts of the Country, 
most of them purchased by 
the Government of Belize 
using, complemented by do-
nations from friendly govern-
ments such as the US and UK. 
The motorcycles are proving 
very useful in both urban and 
rural areas, complementing 
the regular vehicles.

17.  Canadian Govern-

ment donates $2 Billion In-
tegrated Ballistics Imaging 
System (IBIS) TRAX 3D Sys-
tem. Mexican Government 
trains Belizean forensic ana-
lysts to operate the Integrat-
ed Ballistics Imaging System. 
Collection of DNA samples 
commences. The United Na-
tions is also sponsoring spe-
cialized training in Forensics 
and Ballistics scheduled to 

start around the middle of 
this month, March, 2013.  

18. Amalgamation of 
Scenes of Crime Unit with Fo-
rensic Science Service to form 
a new Department operating 
independently, but in coor-
dination with the Belize Po-
lice Department to improve 
prosecution with scientific 
evidence.Western Zone Commander, Senior Superintendent Aaron Guzman 

receives $1,000 cheque for best performance in January 

Continued from Page 4

Continued on Page 7

Colonel George Lovell, CEO  
Ministry of  National Security 

Handing over Two of Ten New Mahindra Trucks to
 New BDF Commander  General David Jones 

Signing Memorandum of Understanding with Peninsula 20/20 

Over Forty New Special Constables sworn in on the Peninsula 
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Faith Lift 
By  Zelda Hill 

Capital Weekly 
From the Heart of the Nation

To the Soul of the People 

Money & Power … Handle with Wisdom!

Mo n e y 
a n d 
P o w -
er are 

two resources that most 
people seem to be work-
ing up insatiable ap-
petites for more… and 
more… and more of 
these days.  Their pur-
suit is often disguised 
and promoted by the 
label - ‘ambition’, thus 
provoking feelings of 
discontent in a person 
who may be apathetic to-
wards the desire to pur-
sue wealth and power.  

This desire is legit-
imate when motivated 
by a genuine concern to 
satisfy needs, ease suf-
fering and improve the 
standard of living of self 
and humanity.  It is when 
the desire for money 
and power are aroused 
by selfish and vile mo-
tives that no measure of 
skillful caution can lim-
it the resulting havoc.  

Even when the 
noblest of intentions 
abound, a person who 
obtains or is entrust-
ed with wealth and 
absolute power to be 
used at his disposal can 
make grave blunders 
and become corrupted. 

 Ironically, the 
possessor also becomes 
a casualty when mon-
ey and power are not 
handled with wisdom.

God is not against 
acquiring money and 
power but the Bible 
warns often of the risks 
involved in their pursuit.  
Many of the main char-
acters in the Bible were 
wealthy and influential 
men who acknowledged 
God as the source of their 
abundance and used 

their power constructive-
ly.  Job was the most emi-
nent of all the men of the 
East through his wealth, 
influence and piety (Job 
1:3) and Abraham, anoth-
er righteous man, had an 
abundance of wealth in-
cluding flocks, herds and 
servants (Genesis 12: 5).  

Then there is also 
the testimony of Jabez 
(1 Chronicles 4:10) who 
made a prayer to the God 
of Israel, saying, “If only 

You would truly give me 
a blessing, and make 
wider the limits of my 
land, and let Your hand 
be with me, and keep me 
from evil, so that I may 
not be troubled by it!” 

God was not of-
fended by Jabez’ request 
for prosperity and in-
fluence; God knew his 
earnest intentions and 
fulfilled his desires.  

The Bible also 
cautions about the lure 
of money and submits 
the plainest rationale in 
1Timothy 6:9-10: “Peo-
ple who want to get rich 
fall into temptation and a 
trap and into many fool-
ish and harmful desires 
that plunge men into ruin 
and destruction.  For the 
love of money is a root 
of all kinds of evil.  Some 
people, eager for money, 
have wandered from the 
faith and pierced them-
selves with many griefs.”  

The Psalmist also 
counsels us not to trust 
in wealth because it can 
neither restore life nor 
prolong it (Psalm 49:6).  
The wise King Solomon, 

distinguished for his 
wealth and power, con-
cluded that riches do not 
satisfy but only brings 
an increase of follow-
ers, expenditure and de-
prives its owners of sleep 
(Ecclesiastes 5:10-12). 

 And Jesus, whose 
mission was for us to 
enjoy life in abundance 
(John 10:10) reminded 
us of the utter futility of 
wealth and power when 
compared to the spiritual 

realm by posing this ques-
tion to His followers: “For 
what shall it profit a man 
if he shall gain the whole 
world and yet lose his 
own soul (Mark 8:36)?”    

When we under-
stand that the soul has 
more value than money 
or earthly power, we will 
never envy those who 
by a few strokes of a pen 
can victimize their ri-
vals or dictate who will 
prosper or who will suf-
fer during their reign.  

Many who become 
drunk with power often 
forget that all power and 
authority are ordained by 
God yet Satan, the ruler 
of this world, may influ-
ence great revolutions 
with God’s permission.  
His bold offer to give Je-
sus the kingdoms of the 

world and their splendor 
shows that rulers, con-
sciously or unconscious-
ly, can receive power 
from Satan and become 
his agents (Matthew 4:9).  

There are also those 
that God gives power to 
and there are those who 
gain it through deceit and 
oppression.  The latter 
can never procure favor 
with God and will contin-
ue to deceive and oppress 
others to their own ruin.  
Those who gain power 
with God’s approval can 
ask God for wisdom to 
rule fairly and favorably.

Despite the over-
whelming evidence to 
the contrary, most peo-
ple still believe that 
life can only be lived 
to the fullest when 
they receive just a little 
more money or power.  

However, our Cre-
ator designed us with a 
spiritual vacuum that 
only a meaningful re-
lationship with Jesus 
Christ can fill and cause 
us to experience life in 
the highest sense.  To 
crave any other substi-
tute for contentment will 
only result in an end-
less cycle that will end 
in emptiness and ruin.  

When Christ’s love 
invades our desires and 
we become willing to 
make the pursuit of God 
more important than the 
pursuit of wealth and 
power, we will be satisfied 
and furthermore, realize 
that only with godly wis-
dom can money and pow-
er be used constructively.             

“When we understand that the soul 
has more value than money or earth-
ly power, we will never envy those who 
by a few strokes of a pen can victimize 
their rivals or dictate who will prosper 
or who will suffer during their reign.”  
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19. Walk-through met-
al-detectors and scanners 
are installed at the Sir Edney 
Cain Administration Building 
in Belmopan, Charles Hyde 
Administration Building in 
Belize City and Kolbe Foun-
dation Correctional Facility 
in Hattieville, over $300,000 
worth of equipment having 
been donated by the US Gov-

ernment;

20.  New Commission-
er, Allen Whylie, takes com-
mand of Police Department; 
accompanied by major chang-
es in the high command for 
greater efficiency and effec-
tiveness.

21.  Formation and Zone 
Commanders in the Police 
are now held responsible for 

crime reduction in their re-
spective jurisdictions. The 
Minister and his CEO along 
with the Commissioner are 
scheduled to meet with them 
every month so that together 
they can review their overall 
and respective performance. 
Those who perform well re-
ceive Minister’s Monthly 
Award (O C of the Month).

22.  New crime-fighting 
offensive launched, main-
ly in Belize City, utilizing 
declaration of Special Ar-
eas (Crime-Ridden Areas) in 
accordance with the Crime 
Control and Criminal Justice 
Act.

23.  Police Prosecution 

Branch strengthened with 
the appointment of a trained 
attorney to head that unit. 

24.  The friendly Gov-
ernment of India provides 
valuable technical support 
through a Senior Advisor 
now attached full-time to the 
Ministry of National Security 
and the Police Department.    

25.  Inter-Institutional 

Training Course in Com-
bating Illicit Trafficking in 
Firearms, Ammunition and 
Explosives just completed at 
the National Police Training 
Academy; sponsored by Unit-
ed Nations Regional Center 
for Peace, Disarmament & 

Development in Latin Amer-
ica & the Caribbean (UN-
LIREC);  attended by over 
44 participants from agen-
cies such as the Belize Police 

Force, Belize Defence Force, 
National Coastguard, Cus-
toms, Forensics Department 
& Scenes of Crime, Airport 
Security and Prisons. 

Continued from Page 5

General David Jones Swears in 
as New BDF Commander 

New Police Commissioner 
Allen Whylie Swears in 

Hon. Saldivar tours Corrective Facility in Mountain Pine Ridge 

Newly Inaugurated Police Sub-Station in San Roman, Orange Walk 

Ribbon Cutting for New Police Sub-Station in Maya Beach, Peninsula 

Hon. Saldivar visits injured Police Sergeant, Mark August 

Deon McCauley, the most        
prolific international goal-scorer  

Belize has ever produced

Belize’s Best Football Striker 
Comes to Belmopan Bandits   

News has been received 
of the addition to the Belmopan 
Bandits Football Club of Belize’s 
most prolific International foot-
ball striker of all times, Deon 
MacCauley. McCauley will play 
his first game with the Belmo-
pan Bandits against the Placen-
cia Assassins this coming Sat-
urday Night, March 16, 2013, in 
Belmopan, starting at 7:30 PM. 

The Belmopan Ban-
dits, defending Champions in 
the Premier League of Belize, 
are expected to be much im-
proved with McCauleys addi-
tion to the club. Go Belmopan! 
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This is, by my recol-
lection, the sixth 
Budget I have had 

the honour of presenting to this 
Honourable House. It has al-
ways been a privilege to do so. 
But this one is occasion for a 
particular sense of accomplish-
ment. And this is so not least 
because it comes almost exactly 
one year after the United Dem-
ocratic Party won its historic 
consecutive second term as the 
national Government of our be-
loved Belize. 

Now, the details of our 
stewardship in this first twelve 
months of the new Administra-
tion will be set out in the body 
of the speech. But it is as well 
to strike two high notes right at 
the start. We have pretty much 
done what the sceptics said was 
impossible. The Superbond—
that bane of our existence, that 
monster of our nightmare—
has been tackled and tamed. 
Not vanquished, mind you, but 
put on a leash and confined 
to its lair. And as a direct con-
sequence, but also as a result 
of adroit stewardship and un-
shakeable commitment to the 
welfare of this nation, this Bud-
get will see absolutely no new 
taxes and no overall spending 
cuts. 

The fiscal cliff is not for 
us. And we likewise say no to 
the gospel of austerity, current-
ly being preached and practiced 
with such disastrous social and 
political consequences in Eu-
rope. 

The magnitude of our 
apostasy, our resistance to, and 
escape from, the prevailing or-
thodoxy, must be placed in its 
proper global and regional con-
text. Especially where the Ca-
ribbean is concerned, and as we 
have been seeing on the news, 
the picture is one of almost un-
relieved economic gloom. With 
countries all around us teeter-
ing on the brink, close to the 
edge, Belize’s Houdini-like per-
formance is phenomenal good 
news. And it is fitting that, if all 
goes as expected, the superbond 
exchange offer would have been 
completed in the next couple of 
weeks. So that by the time we 
return for the Debate on the 21st 
and 22nd, laurels and garlands 

should be much in evidence and 
the UDP and Belize will be tak-
ing their victory lap.

Recent Economic 
Developments & Prospects 

International and Regional 
Economic Developments 

 The pace of the global 
economic recovery since the fi-
nancial crisis of 2008-2009 con-
tinues to be anemic and uneven. 
Global growth is estimated to 
have weakened from 3.9% in 
2011 to 3.2% in 2012 amid broad-
based sluggishness in advanced 
economies. 
 Japan slipped into reces-
sion, the Euro area turmoil in-
tensified, and China’s economic 
pace decelerated. In the United 
States, while a modest housing 
recovery supported GDP growth 
of 2.3% that exceeded expecta-
tions, labor market conditions 
remained slack and consump-
tion failed to gain momentum. 

Closer to home, several 
Caribbean countries were chal-
lenged by high levels of debt, 
rising unemployment, high im-
port prices for energy and food 
and a fall-off in tourism demand 
from Europe in particular. Al-
ready weak balance of payments 
and fiscal positions, which left 

little room, if any, for counter-
cyclical policies, were pushed to 
the brink in St. Kitts and Nev-
is, Barbados and Jamaica, all 
three of which had public debt 
to GDP ratios well in excess of 
100%. As a result, the projected 
2012 outturn is for a 0.7% con-
traction in St. Kitts and Nevis, 
zero-growth in Barbados, and 
0.9% growth in Jamaica. On a 
more positive note, Guyana, Ba-
hamas and Trinidad and Toba-
go benefitted from lower debt 
burdens as well as a combina-
tion of natural resource wealth, 
domestic investments and the 
turnaround in tourist arrivals 
and remittance flows from the 
United States to the region. 

The estimated growth in these 
countries was 3.3%, 2.5% and 
0.7%, respectively. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENTS IN BELIZE - 2012 

 I now turn to econom-
ic developments here at home. 
Preliminary estimates compiled 
by the Statistical Institute of 
Belize indicate that our econ-
omy grew by 5.3% during 2012, 
well above the 1.9% recorded 
for 2011 and just about the best 
in the Anglophone Caribbe-
an. The growth is attributable 
to brisk activity in agriculture, 
agro-manufacturing, tourism, 
construction and telecommuni-
cations, which more than com-
pensated for the sharp down-
turn in petroleum extraction, 
domestic electricity generation 
and cruise-ship disembarka-
tions. Also, and to broaden the 
point about how comparatively 
stellar our performance was, the 
Central Bank reports that this 
growth is notably above the en-
tire Latin American and Carib-
bean Region’s estimated average 
of 3.0%. 
 In the primary sector, the 
rehabilitation of storm-dam-
aged acreages and favourable 
agronomic conditions helped 
banana production to increase 
by 39.9%, while citrus also re-
covered from weather-related 
damages to post a 14.3% in-
crease in deliveries. A relatively 
uneventful season that was not 
plagued by the difficulties of the 
previous year because Govern-
ment had helped to solve those 
problems, facilitated a 22.6% 
increase in sugarcane deliveries. 

Prime Minister Hon. Dean Barrow  in the National Assembly 

BSI Tower Hill Factory - 22.6% increase in sugarcane deliveries 

Continued on Page 9 
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The strong out-turn of citrus 
fruit and sugarcane deliveries 
bolstered agro-manufacturing 
activity so that production of 
citrus juices and sugar produc-
tion rose by 12.8% and 15.4%, 
respectively. Notably, sugar pro-
duction for the 2011/2012 crop 
year exceeded the 100,000 long 
ton mark for the first time since 
the 2005/2006 crop; and the av-
erage price paid to farmers was 
adjusted upward from $68.12 to 
$72.12 per long ton of sugarcane. 

The services sector was 
supported by superb growth of 
10.2% in arrivals of overnight 

idential housing construction 
that was fueled by the fall in in-
terest rates on housing loans. 

On the downside, four 
additional wells at the Spanish 
Lookout Field could not stabi-
lize slipping oil production and 
output fell by 26.8% to 1,029,938 
barrels, significantly steeper 
than the 10.0% annual average 
decline that had been project-
ed. Cruise ship disembarkations 
fell by 11.9% to 576,661 visitors 
due to fewer port calls and the 
use of smaller ships for the Be-
lize route. Underpinning this 
decline were the expansion of 
routes by North American cruise 

clines for “Household Goods 
and Maintenance” and “Cloth-
ing and Footwear” were offset by 
increases for other categories, 
the most sizable being the 4.2% 
for “Medical Care” and 3.0% for 
“Personal Care”. 

The External Sector 

On the external front, 
the balance of payments cur-
rent account deficit widened 
for the first time in three years 
to approximately 2.7% of GDP. 
The merchandise trade defi-
cit rose by 23.3% or $81.3 mil-

by $25.3 million as significant-
ly lower petroleum and papaya 
revenues more than offset gains 
from sugar, banana and citrus. 
Other notable developments on 
the current account included an 
increase in net inflows from ser-
vices due to the excellent per-
formance of the overnight tour-
ist segment; a reduction in net 
outflows in the form of profit 
repatriation; and lower inflows 
from transfers such as family re-
mittances. 

The surplus on the cap-

tourists, with visitors from the 
US and Canada, Belize’s primary 
markets, up by 14.8% and 29.2% 
respectively. The performance 
of the overnight segment con-
tributed to upswings across the 
“Wholesale and Retail Trade”, 
“Hotels and Restaurants” and 
“Transport and Communica-
tion” sub-sectors. The latter was 
also boosted by BTL’s invest-
ment in 4G technology. Con-
struction activity was buoyant 
owing largely to public sector 
infrastructural projects, condo-
minium development and res-

ships to long-haul, non-tradi-
tional destinations in Asia and 
Brazil. These are substitutes for 
the Caribbean and also contain 
an advantage vis-a-vis the lack 
of adequate deep water docking 
facilities in Belize. It is notewor-
thy, though, that at least one 
new Cruise Terminal with land-
slide berthing facilities will start 
construction this year. 
 Meanwhile, the surge in 
domestic electricity generation 
that occurred over the first half 
of 2012 could not be sustained. 
A lack of rainfall in the catch-

ment areas of the hydroelec-
tric plants arrested production 
during the second half of the 
year and resulted in an overall 
reduction of 15.8% in domestic 
electricity generation in 2012. 

Prices 

Price pressures were 
moderate in 2012 with the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI) rising 
by an annual average of 1.3% 
compared to the 1.5% increase 
in the previous year. Price de-

lion as imports grew at a faster 
pace than exports. Most of the 
growth in imports was due to a 
$162.8 million increase in goods 
for domestic consumption that 
included higher outlays on die-
sel fuel, heavy machinery, ce-
ment imports and electricity. 
Total exports went up by $43.1 
million, reflecting increases of 
$53.9 million in commercial free 
zone sales and $14.5 million in 
re-exports. Domestic exports, 
on the other hand, declined 

Upswing across the communication sub-sector 
boosted by BTL’s investment in 4G technology 

Strong out-turn of Citrus bolstered by Agro-Manufacturing 
activity - Production of Citrus Juices rose by 12.8% 

Rehabilitation of storm-damaged acreages and favorable agronomic 
conditions helped Banana production to increase by 39.9%,

Central Bank of Belize - $105.6 Million increase in the 
Gross International Reserves to $577.8 million 

Equivalent to 4.6 months of merchandise imports 

Continued on Page 10

Continued from Page 8
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ital and financial account was 
notably larger. Foreign direct in-
vestments during 2012 stood at 
an unprecedented $386.6 mil-
lion, well above the $189.4 mil-
lion recorded in 2011 and higher 
than the $360.0 million regis-
tered in 2008. The Leader of the 
Opposition and his cohort of 
naysayers will no doubt take 
note. And indeed it more than 
compensated for lower official 
capital flows and an increase in 
commercial banks’ net foreign 
asset holdings abroad. The most 
significant of these flows went 
to the Agriculture and Aquacul-
ture sector (38.4%) and Real Es-
tate Activities (24.7%). The net 
result was a $105.6 million in-
crease in the gross international 
reserves to $577.8 million, which 
was equivalent to 4.6 months of 
merchandise imports.

  Monetary & Financial 
Developments 

Reflective of the strong 
economic performance, the 
broad money supply expanded 
by 11.0%, led by higher foreign 
inflows and supplemented by 
growth in credit to the private 
sector, which occurred even af-
ter taking into account $37.3 
million in loan write-offs during 
the year. Most of the credit went 
towards personal financing and 
the building and construction 
subsector. The build-up in net 
foreign assets was largely at-
tributable to elevated inflows 
from foreign direct investment 

and tourism even as the ex-
ternal current account deficit 
widened. The accumulation of 
foreign assets and credit growth 
contributed to the continued 
rise in cash and statutory bank 
liquidity. At the end of the year, 
commercial bank holdings of 
cash and statutory liquid bal-
ances were respectively 81.7% 
and 61.3% above required levels.
  The high level of liquid-
ity facilitated a 103 basis points 
fall in the weighted average 
lending rate to 11.99% as all loan 
categories recorded rate cuts, 
the most notable being 139 ba-
sis points for residential con-
struction and 129 basis points 
for personal loans. The weight-
ed average deposit rate also fell 
to 2.55% (the lowest level since 
1977) chiefly due to a 142 basis 
points fall in the time deposit 
rate. As a result, the weighted 
average spread increased by 7 
basis points to 9.44%. I should 
at this juncture, Mr. Speaker, 
note that since December 2008, 
the weighted average lending 
rate has fallen by 211 basis points 
and, the weighted average de-
posit rate went down by 380 
basis points. Accordingly, the 
weighted average interest rate 
spread increased by 169 basis 
points during the period. 

Credit unions continue 
to play a leading role in Belize’s 
development. Lending by the 
five largest credit unions rose 
by $36.2mn to $403.0 million 
during 2012, and this was almost 
twice the $20.8 million record-

ed for 2011. The loans extended 
for agriculture, individuals, real 
estate and residential construc-
tion overshadowed the repay-
ments for home improvement 
and manufacturing. The quality 
of the credit union sector’s loan 
portfolio continues to improve, 
and as of December 2012, the 
NPLs ratio fell well below the 
5.0% threshold to 3.5%. 

I will address the devel-
opments on the debt later on in 
this presentation. 

ECONOMIC PROSPECTS 
FOR 2013

Price stability is one of 
the principal benefits of the 
fixed exchange rate and while 
increasing international pric-
es for basic food commodities 
such as grains (used as feed for 
cattle, chicken etc.) is likely to 
be a factor, the projected rise 
in the Consumer Price Index 
remains a moderate 2.5% for 
2013. GDP growth is projected 
to decelerate to about 3.0% in 
2013 due to the lessening impact 
of the factors that boosted ac-
tivity in 2012. As in the case of 
our regional counterparts, the 
Belizean economy is vulnerable 
to commodity price shocks and 
weather-related setbacks and is 
also dependent on the growth 
performance of external trading 
partners. 

The GDP growth projec-
tion therefore assumes that a 
gradual upturn in global growth 
to 3.5% will continue, especially 
through tourism, to support the 
economy’s tertiary sector that 
includes retail trade, hotels and 
restaurants, and transport and 
communication. The projection 
is also premised on the assump-
tion that overnight tourism ex-
pansion will settle at 4.5% due 

to continued fragility and weak 
employment in Belize’s primary 
market, the United States. But 
the projection is conservative 
since the ramping up of market-
ing efforts by the Belize Tourism 
Board has the potential to boost 
the number of visitors to Belize 
notwithstanding America’s tra-
vails. 

The primary sector is 
likely to backslide to low single 
digit growth due to a return to 
normal crop cycles and a fore-
cast downturn in citrus output. 
Last year was an unusual one 
with the significant double-dig-
it growth in agriculture and 
agro-processing coming as a 
rebound after the poor banana, 
citrus and sugarcane crops of 
2010/2011. The expectation is 
therefore that there will be a re-
turn to normal crop cycles and 
growth patterns in 2013.  One 
caution, however, is that citrus 
may be facing headwinds from 
lower international prices and 
a cyclical crop downturn. On 
the upside sugarcane should 
benefit from technological and 
knowledge-based transfers 
from American Sugar Refining; 
and a solid banana crop is ex-
pected. 

Also, despite the project-
ed 10.0% contraction in petro-
leum extraction and low reser-
voir levels at the hydro dams, 
the secondary sector of the 
economy should continue to 
grow in 2013 due to the contin-
uation of several construction 
projects and increased output 
of electricity from BELCOGEN 
and other domestic suppliers. 
 In respect of the bank-
ing and financial system, it is 
expected that the large liquidity 
overhang will continue during 

Heritage Bank Limited, one of Belize’s Commercial institutions:“At 
end of the year, commercial bank holdings of cash and statutory liquid 

balances were respectively  81.7% and 61.3% above required levels”

GDP Growth projection assumes gradual upturn in global growth to 
3.5% will continue, especially through tourism, to support the 

Economy’s tertiary sector  which includes retail trade, hotels and 
restaurants, and transport and communication. 

Continued from Page 9
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the year ahead even as credit to 
the private sector expands at a 
similar pace as 2012. The high 
levels of excess liquidity should 
act as a de facto ceiling on inter-
est rates, which are not expected 
to increase in 2013. Heightened 
supervision and regulatory 
oversight of the financial and 
banking system should contin-
ue to build on gains achieved 
to date and further improve the 
stability, soundness and resil-
iency of the financial institu-
tions. 

BUDGET PERFORMANCE IN 
FISCAL YEAR 2012/2013 

PROJECTED OUT-TURN 

The projected outturn for 
Fiscal Year 2012/2013 indicates 
that Central Government post-

non-payment of BTL dividends. 
However, one-off inflows in the 
form of loan repayments from 
BSI, BTL and DFC helped to 
overshadow the lower receipts 
from the petroleum sector. 

Expenditure Performance 

The Government’s to-
tal expenditure for FY 2012/13 
is projected at $862.2 million, 
which was 8.1% below budget. 
The reduced outlay was attribut-
ed to the lower interest pay-
ments made as a consequence 
of the liability management ex-
ercise that we undertook during 
the course of this fiscal year. The 
two primary components of the 
expenditure are Current Ex-
penditures of $706.8 million or 
82% of total expenditures; and 
Capital Expenditures of $155.4 
million or 18% of total expendi-

are optimistic that the current 
debt restructuring exercise will 
end in success. And, once again, 
we have managed to turn in yet 
another positive primary bal-
ance this year. So there is great 
progress. But problems persist 
and it would be a mistake to 
turn ourselves into Pollyannas. 

There is still the need, 
therefore, to consolidate our fis-
cal position in a judicious and 
measured way, so as to generate 
the level of surpluses that will 
be required to grind our debt 
ratios down to even more sus-
tainable levels. Fiscal discipline 
must continue, and expenditure 
restraint-though not wholesale 
contraction- must remain at the 
front of our agenda as we man-
age our public finances into the 
medium term. 

Over the last year, we 
have negotiated bondholder re-
lief. Over the last year, we have 
also negotiated continuing IFI 
partnerships. Both these are 
necessary but not sufficient 
conditions for our onward prog-
ress. We must now do our share. 
Even as we reject austerity we 
do not embrace profligacy. We 
therefore walk the fine line of, 
on the one hand, responding 
to the pressing social and cit-
izen security needs at home; 
responding to any reasonable 
and affordable wage concerns of 
our public officers and teachers; 
responding to the need for in-
vestment in new physical infra-
structure; While, on the other 
hand, ensuring that we organize 
our fiscal affairs prudently and 
with proper husbandry; ensur-
ing that we produce sufficient 
savings to meet our debt pay-
ments; ensuring that we lim-
it our new borrowing so as to 
maintain repayments on a man-

ageable footing. 
On the revenue side, I 

say again with great pride that 
we do not propose to increase 
any taxes in this new budget. 
Instead, we sound the tocsin of 
improved administration and 
efficiency of collection. And we 
believe that Public Officers will 
answer the call. For they, and 
we, know that, in the face of de-
clining petroleum revenues and 
grants, it on this that the salary 
increases depend; it is this that 
must carry the day. 

On the expenditure side, 
we have to show that we are in 
principle determined to hold 
current expenditure and wages 
down to only what is affordable 
on the basis of the expected rev-
enue increases.
  However, and employing 
whatever ingenuity and dexteri-
ty is required in moving things 
around, we also have to provide 
for continued priority attention 
to the following critical areas:

Poverty Reduction and
 Social Protection 

We will expand our sup-
port to the indigent and the 
working poor through the Food 
Pantry Program, giving this 
basic nutritional and survival 
assistance to more citizens, in-
cluding now in some rural areas. 
We will also widen the range of 
the Conditional Cash Transfer 
initiative, known as BOOST, to 
empower more youths and sin-
gle mothers with incentives to 
engage in productive and so-
cially responsible lifestyles.

 Citizen Security 

We will continue to fight 
the scourge of crime, which de-
spite our best efforts, casts its 

ed a primary surplus of $40.5 
million, the equivalent of 1.3% 
of GDP, and an overall deficit 
of $17.3 million or 0.5% of GDP. 
While the projected primary 
surplus is $20.4 million below 
budget, compensation was had 
by an overall deficit that came 
in at $57.9 million less than had 
been estimated. 

Revenue Performance 

Total revenue and grants 
are projected to be $844.9 mil-
lion, almost $20 million below 
budget, as a 0.6% increase in tax 
revenue was outweighed by de-
clines in non-tax revenue, capi-
tal revenue and grant receipts.  
 The lower than expected 
performance in revenue collec-
tions reflected a $5.6 million 
shortfall in receipts from the lo-
cal petroleum industry and the 

tures. 

Distribution of Govern-
ment’s $862.2 million 

Expenditure in FY 2012/2013     

The wage and wage-re-
lated payments continue to be 
significant and are projected 
at $483.2 million or 56% of to-
tal expenditures for FY 2012/13, 
reflecting 34.6% on “Wages and 
salaries”, 6.3% on “Pensions” and 
15.1% on “Subsidies and current 
transfers” or grants. That latter 
includes the salaries of teachers 
and KHMH staff. 

 BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2013/2014 

Underlying Priorities
            for the Budget   

We saw in 2012 a rebound 
in real growth over 2011. We also 

Development Finance Corportaion (DFC)
- Inflows in the form of loan repayments from BSI, BTL and DFC 
helped to overshadow the lower receipts from the petroleum sector 

“In this new budget we have accordingly pledged more resources to our 
Police and Security Forces, to provide more weapons, vehicles, and 

surveillance and communication equipment.”

Continued from Page 10
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increasingly long shadow over 
our entire society, but especial-
ly our urban youth. We will not 
slacken in our resolve to restore 
sanity and safety to our Cities, 
Towns and Communities. 

In this new budget we 
have accordingly pledged more 
resources to our police and se-
curity forces, to provide more 
weapons, vehicles, and sur-
veillance and communication 
equipment. At the same time, 
we will upgrade our intelli-

our development partners, we 
will continue to implement re-
forms in education financing 
and in teacher education and 
curriculum development. All 
this with the intention of ensur-
ing more access and improved 
quality in the education system, 
particularly at the secondary 
level. At the same time we main-
tain our support to tertiary level 
education, and certainly to our 
national University of Belize. 

Health

 In this budget, we will 

and secondary road network 
throughout Belize, and allocate 
as much as we can toward the 
all-important maintenance of 
streets and drains in our cities 
and main towns. 

In this regard, the Min-
istry of Works has articulated a 
Maintenance Plan for the road 
network countrywide. We have 

tation in many district towns. 

SUMMARY OF THE 
DRAFT ESTIMATES FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2013/2014 

The draft estimates have 
been prepared on the assump-
tion that nominal GDP will 

gence-gathering capabilities. 
We will strengthen the coordi-
nation between the Ministry 
of National Security, the Attor-
ney General’s Ministry, and the 
Office of the Director of Public 
Prosecution, all in a concert-
ed effort toward more effective 
crime investigation, prosecu-
tion and conviction. 

Education 

With the assistance of 

protect the level of funding for 
the National Health Insurance. 
We will also provide the coun-
terpart resources for two ma-
jor initiatives supported by the 
World Bank and the IDB for pri-
mary health care and education 
especially in the southern dis-
tricts. 

Physical Infrastructure 

We will continue to ex-
pand and upgrade the primary 

secured funding from the CDB 
for a new Road Safety Project 
for the George Price Highway; 
funding from the IDB for the 
Drainage Project for the North-
side of Belize City; and from the 
World Bank for the Municipal 
Infrastructure Project. The lat-
ter is already in full implemen-

grow, in real terms, by about 
3.0% over the fiscal year just 
ended, reflecting projected in-
creases in the primary and ser-
vices sectors and continued 
strong public sector investment 
especially in road and bridge in-
frastructure. 

 Providing Health Care for those who most need it:  
“In this budget, we will protect the level of funding for the

 National Health Insurance”

Newly -constructed Kendall Bridge on Southern Highway:    
“We will continue to expand and upgrade the primary and second-

ary road network throughout Belize, and allocate as much as we can 
toward the all-important maintenance of streets and drains.”

Investing in the Education of our Children and Young People: 
“We will continue to implement reforms in education financing and  

in teacher education and curriculum development”

$6.0 million from World Bank for Belize Municipal Development 
Project to improve access to basic municipal infrastructure and 

enhance municipal management in towns and cities 

Continued from Page 11
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As a worst case scenario, 
we are also assuming a moder-
ate 2.5% rise in Consumer Price 
Index. This may, though, be 
tempered by the forecast sharp 
decline in world oil prices later 
this year. 

The proposed Budget 
targets a preliminary Primary 
Surplus of 1.0% of GDP and an 
Overall Deficit of 1.9% of GDP. 

Total Expenditure is es-
timated at $934.3 million while 
Total Revenue and Grants are 
projected at $871.7 million. 
When taken together, this re-
sults in an Overall Deficit of 
$62.6 million, or about 1.9% of 
GDP. 

To this figure we must 
add a further $64.5 million for 
Loan Amortization require-
ments, and so arrive at the To-
tal Financing Needs of $127.1 

jority of our needs through the 
use of funds contracted on high-
ly concessionary terms and that 
we are again this year, as in the 
past six years, refraining from 
any commercial borrowing. 

ESTIMATES OF REVENUE 
2013/2014 

The Draft Estimates of 

tem, and improvements in as-
sessments and auditing in both 
the General Sales Tax and Busi-
ness and Income Tax regimes. 

I interject here again 
that we expect redoubled Public 
Officer collection efforts since 
the salary increases hang in this 
particular balance.  

We hope to appoint a 
working committee of Minis-
ters and Union Reps to monitor 
progress in this regard, and we 
are contemplating the possibil-
ity of naming an efficiency Czar 
to act as the committee’s point 
person. While we are projecting 
a small net increase in recurrent 
revenues, this masks the contin-
ued decline in petroleum reve-
nues and also a sharp fall-off in 
inflows from the Repayment of 
Old Loans, some of which were 
fully liquidated in the 2012-2013 
fiscal year. 

Sources of Government’s 
$871.7 million Income in Fi-

nancial Year 2013/14 

As  we have been warning 
for some time now, the natural 
decline in the production of oil 
from the Spanish Lookout field 

continues. We expect a decline 
of a further 10% in the coming 
year. The production from the 
Never Delay Field remains at a 
small and steady flow but is not 
enough to compensate for the 
significant slowdown from the 
Spanish Lookout field. 

There are a number of 
exploratory wells being drilled 
in the Northwest and others 
planned for the South. But 
while the seismic studies yield 
promising data, the hard re-
ality is that we have not yet 
discovered any new reserves.

 Since there is no room for 
wishful thinking in the already 
dismal science of economics, we 
do the prudent and responsible 
thing and arrange our fiscal af-
fairs assuming that there will 
be NO additional revenue from 
this sector in the upcoming year. 

ESTIMATES OF RECURRENT 
EXPENDITURE 2013/2014 

The Draft Estimates of 
Recurrent Expenditure is pro-
posing a total of $778.0 million 
in recurrent expenditure up by 
$71.2 million from the projected 
outturn of $706.8 million for FY 
2012/13. 

ESTIMATES OF CAPITAL   
EXPENDITURE 2013/2014 

My Government is pro-
posing to allocate some $156.3 
million to its capital program 
in the upcoming fiscal year. The 
locally funded Capital II Pro-
gram is estimated at $ 67.2 mil-
lion while the externally funded 
Capital III Program will receive 
an allocation of $86.0 million. 

In the Capital III Pro-
gram provisions have been 

million. These financing needs 
will be met from the following 
sources: 

Disbursement of $54.8 
million from Loans already con-
tracted with our multi-lateral 
development partners to fund 
our Capital III Expenditure Pro-
gram; 

Disbursement of $20.0 
million in budget support fi-
nancing from the Republic 
of China (Taiwan) under the 
on-going bi-lateral economic 
cooperation program; 

And, a combination of 
domestic borrowing and draw-
down of GOB deposits in the 
banking system in the amounts 
of $32.2 million and $20.0 mil-
lion respectively. 

I would like to note that 
we continue to finance the ma-

Revenue and Grants amount to 
$871.1 million for FY 2013/14 and 
are comprised of $825.6 mil-
lion in Recurrent Revenue, $5.1 
million in Capital Revenue and 
$41.1 million in Grants. 

This represents a rise 
of $26.9 million in Total Reve-
nue and Grants over the esti-
mated out-turn for the current 
fiscal year, and of which some 
$17.0 million is attributed to 
an increase in Recurrent Reve-
nue.  

The increase comes, not 
from any new taxes measures, 
as indeed there are none this 
year, but rather from an expect-
ed improvement in tax admin-
istration, especially from im-
provement in Customs duties 
collections utilizing the newly 
implemented ASYCUDA sys-

Crude Oil Production Declines: “There are a number of ex-
ploratory wells being drilled in the Northwest and others planned for 

the South. But while the seismic studies yield promising data, the hard 
reality is that we have not yet discovered any new reserves.”

Ministry of Finance, Sir Edney Cain Administration Building :
 “We continue to finance the majority of our needs through funds contract-
ed on highly concessionary terms...We are again this year, as in the past six 

years, refraining from any commercial borrowing.” 

“$5.0 million from the CDB for the new Macal River Crossing, 
including the upgrading of the La Loma Luz Boulevard and the 

Joseph Andrews Drive leading to the new bridge site.” 

Continued from Page 12

Continued on Page 14
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Pech, and the ATM Cave site.

$6.0 million from the 
IDB for the Solid Waste Man-
agement Project to complete 
the sanitary landfill site on 
the George Price Highway and 
to begin construction on the 
transfers station at the Belize 
City dump site.

And for Agriculture: 
$7.1 million from the European 
Union for the National Cattle 
Sanitary Program (the Cattle 
Sweep Program), for assistance 
to the Banana Industry, and for 
the strengthening of the Sugar 
Industry Research and Devel-
opment Institute (SIRDI). 

I would like to point out 
that while these numbers may 
sound ambitious, in fact they 
are well within our capacity to 

PUBLIC PRIVATE SECTOR 
PARTNERSHIPS 

This Government of Be-
lize fully recognizes the fact that 
a significant part of our popula-
tion lives in conditions of pov-
erty and that for many of our 
citizens the business of making 
a living and of providing for our 
children, is a major daily strug-
gle. For this reason we have, on 
a continuing basis, placed great 
emphasis on developing our 
economy and raising the liv-
ing standards of all our people 
through the provision of not 
just jobs but decent work. 

We have also ensured 
the placement of social and 
economic safety nets to sup-
port those of our people who, 
for whatever reason, are expe-
riencing hard times. This last 
has really become a hallmark 
of our Administration. And the 
Food Pantry and Cash Transfer 
programmes, I earlier indicated, 
are being expanded in this Bud-
get to the tune of almost two 
million dollars. They are now 
permanent features of a UDP 
landscape of social justice; and 
have been so effective that they 
have gained us high marks even 
from the neoliberal internation-
al institutions that are only too 
ready to confuse social justice 
with socialism. 

Where the middle class-
es are concerned, UDP relief 
has been principally by way of 
the waves of income tax relief 
that now exempt completely all 
those making less than five hun-
dred dollars per week; by way of 
the millions in mortgage write 
offs at DFC and SSB and Min-
istry of Housing; and by way of 

$0.5 million from the 
World Bank for Improving 
Health and Nutrition in local 
Mayan Communities in the To-
ledo District. 

$2.0 million from the 
CDB for the Youth and Com-
munity Transformation 
Project on the Southside of 
Belize City including the con-
struction of a Youth and Com-
munity Resource Center as 
well as programs to reduce 
vulnerability of children to 
crime and gang membership. 
 For the Environment 
and Tourism: $5.0 million 
from the IDB for the Sus-
tainable Tourism Project 
to continue work on the vis-
itors facilities in Belize City, 
San Igancio and Placencia, and 
improvement to the Mayan 
sites at Xunantunich, Cahal 

made for the following employ-
ment-generating, growth stim-
ulating projects: 

For the Upgrading of 
Roads, Streets and Drains: 
 $6.0 million from the OPEC 
Fund, the Kuwait Fund, and 
CABEI for the continuation of 
the upgrading of the Southern 
Highway between Big Falls and 
the Belize/Guatemala Boarder. 
It is expected that this project 
will be substantially completed 
by the end of the upcoming fis-
cal year and that the economic 
impact to the area and the in-
crease in cross-border trade will 
be dramatic. 

$5.0 million from the 
CDB for the new Macal River 
Crossing, including the up-
grading of the La Loma Luz 
Boulevard and the Joseph An-
drews Drive leading to the new 
bridge site. 

$3.0 million dollars from 
the CABEI for the new Corozal 
Border Crossing Reconstruc-
tion Project to upgrade facil-
ities and infrastructure at the 
second Belize/Mexico Bridge, 
including access roads, security 
fencing and lighting, and park-
ing. 

$6.0 million from the 
World Bank for the Belize    
Municipal Development 
Project to improve access to 
basic municipal infrastructure 
and to enhance municipal man-
agement in selected towns and                  
city  councils. 

For Education and 
Health and Social Protection: 
$1.5 million from donor funds 
administered by the IDB for 
the  Mesoamerican Health 

Initiative to improve the health 
of women and children in the 
Corozal, Orange Walk and Cayo 
Districts. 

implement this coming year and 
we are confident that we will do 
so. And as a point of reference, 
the outturn for the current year 
shows that we achieved and 
slightly exceeded the global 
Capital III spending targets. 

“For Agriculture: $7.1 million from the European Union for the 
National Cattle Sanitary Program (the Cattle Sweep Program), for as-
sistance to the Banana Industry, and for the strengthening of the Sugar 
Industry Research and Development Institute (SIRDI). 

BCCI President Kay Menzies welcoming PM Dean Barrow  
to a Chamber of Commerce and Industry Mixer 

Members of the Public and Private Sector at the 
Prime Minister’s first Business Forum at Old Belize Resort 

Continued from Page 13

Continued on Page 15
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our willingness now to finance 
the 10% down payment for new 
homeowners seeking construc-
tion financing from commercial 
institutions. 

In all this we have been 
forthright in embracing and 
promoting-indeed proselytiz-
ing-the role of the state in driv-
ing economic development; in 
stimulating demand; in step-
ping into the breach always, 
but especially when there is any 
slackening of private sector ac-
tivity. It has been our practical 
and philosophical conviction 
that big government is a neces-
sity for small countries. 

We will therefore contin-
ue to ramp up the public sector 
investment programme. We will 
continue to fund robustly the in-
frastructure projects that create 
employment, better the phys-
ical conditions of our people 
and-I can’t say it enough-stim-
ulate demand. 
 It is that last, the stim-
ulation of demand, that allows 
me to segue into the paramount 
importance that we attach to 
the partnership between Gov-
ernment and the Business 
Community. For in the end that 
is what the stimulation of de-
mand is all about: creating jobs, 
increasing disposable income, 
trading more goods, expanding 
the supply chain, accelerating 
the activity that will in turn feed 
on itself, replicate and multiply; 
and ultimately, in consequence, 
push the private sector into its 
deserved and necessary pride of 

talk about the service provid-
ers such as tutors, hair braiders, 
language translators, artists, 
musicians. 

These are the people 
who, through the sale of their 
goods and services, generate the 
jobs and produce the incomes, 
part of which is used by the 
Government to deliver social 
services, to reinvest, to make 
sure that the wheel comes full 
circle: that the environment is 
maintained and strengthened 
in which these same individ-
uals and enterprises can oper-
ate even more successfully, can 
prosper by leaps and bounds 
and help move our country for-
ward. 

Government is in its own 
right an employer, an investor, 
a direct social and economic 
guardian of the people. But it is 
also a facilitator and motivator 
of the private sector. And one of 
its main purposes is to provide 
the maximum possible help and 
support so that Business can 
play a paramount role in help-
ing to achieve national devel-
opment objectives and improve 
our standard of living. 

It is in recognition of all 
this that I have tried, beginning 
in late 2011, to intensify the re-
lationship between the Gov-
ernment and the private sector 
through the convening of the 
Business Forum. The idea was to 
establish a medium for dialogue 
as a way of achieving and main-
taining a close understanding of 
what each sector needs to do to 
assist the other in growing our 

economy and providing more 
jobs and higher incomes for our 
people. 

The Business Forum is 
the umbrella entity designated 
to superintend the new process. 
In between its annual meetings, 
though, there is a need for op-
erational continuity. And this 
has been filled by a joint pri-
vate-public sector Committee, 
which meets every three weeks 
to identify and deal with issues 
and bottlenecks that are obsta-
cles to the expansion of private 
sector activity. It also looks at 
the internal workings of the pri-
vate sector and tries to arrange 
for changes in the way business 
is done so as to maximize re-
sults. 

Among the accomplish-
ments of this ongoing pri-
vate-public sector dialogue have 
been the following: 

The comprehensive re-
view of Belize’s tax system about 
which I earlier spoke. We have 
already received a preliminary 
report from the external advis-
ers, and we are currently await-
ing their detailed recommenda-
tions for changes. 

Continuing consulta-
tions on a programme of public 
service reform, with the inten-
tion of improving the quality 
of public services delivery and 
of making the interactions be-
tween the public service and 
members of the general public 
as efficient and as pleasant as 
possible. This process is critical 
to business facilitation. 

Consideration of pro-
posals to review the entire 
transportation sector, including 
seaport and airport operations 
as well as road development 

and improvement, in order to 
optimize the delivery of services 
and reduce the costs of moving 
people and goods throughout 
the country and within the re-
gion. 

The involvement of the 
private sector in the develop-
ment of education and training 
curricula, given the recognition 
that our education and training 
institutions must increasingly 
produce individuals with the 
skills and capacities that permit 
them to become both employ-
ees or self-employed entrepre-
neurs. 

The establishment by 
Government in Belize City of 
the first of a series of small and 
medium-sized business support 
centers, with the intention to 
branch out to every municipal-
ity. Along with these, we have 
been engaging with the finan-
cial institutions and with the 
utility services in an effort to 
encourage them to provide spe-
cial assistance packages to small 
business operations, and in par-
ticular to new start-ups. 

Membership of both 
sides in the wider social part-
ner structure set up to address 
the troubling crime situation 
that has affected business 
operations in the country. 
 I believe it is fair to say 
that this public-private sector 
approach has to date produced 
benefits for both sectors and for 
the country of Belize in general. 
The distrust of one side for “the 
other” has been greatly reduced. 
And there is much common-
ality in defining objectives and 
the way to realize these, even 
if there is not as yet maximum 
symmetry of  implementation. 

place.
  When we 
talk about the pri-
vate sector we talk 
about the entire pri-
vate sector, whether 
organized in large 
business ventures 
(as in our major 
agricultural and in-
dustrial exporting 
companies) or in 
medium and small 
enterprises. We talk 
about our hotels, 
restaurants, bus and 
water-taxi opera-
tions. We talk about 
our farmers, fisher-
men, street vendors, 
tour operators. We 

PM Barrow at Chamber of Commerce Mixer 
adressing members of  the Productive Sector 

Members of the Productive Sector listening to Prime Minister         
Dean Barrow at his first Business Forum titled Turning the Corner 

Continued from Page 14
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Police Change Of Command 
National Police Training Academy, Belmopan, January 9, 2013 
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BDF  Change Of Command 
Price Barracks, Ladyville, Friday, February 1, 2013 
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A couple weeks ago, 
I had the privilege 
of representing 

Belize at a conference that was 
organized by the Latin Amer-
ican and Caribbean group of 
friends to look at a draft of arms 
trade treaty that was submitted 
by the president of the UN con-
ference on the arms trade trea-
ty, Ambassador Peter Walcott. 

The group of friends in-
cluded representatives from 
Peru, Mexico, Chile, Uru-
guay, Australia Canada, El 
Salvador, Trinidad and To-
bago, Barbados, and Jamai-
ca, the Bahamas and Belize. 

It was a two day confer-
ence that I attended and during 
those two days, there were sev-
eral proposals that were made to 
refine a strategic plan and some 
terms of reference that was to 
be submitted to the next UN 
Conference some time later in 
this month in New York. There 
was a high degree of confidence 
among the various participants 
of that group. The intervention 
that we had over those two days 
will place a strong text at the 
UN conference on arms trade 
treaty that I spoke to earlier. 

The group underlined 
the need to prevent, to com-
bat and to eradicate illicit trade 
of conventional arms and to 
prevent their diversion to the 
illicit market and for autho-
rized end-users. It also recog-
nized the security, social and 
economic and human conse-
quences of the illicit trade in 
an unregulated trade of con-

ventional arms especially as it 
is related to the avoidance of it 
contributing to human suffer-
ing. (And I note that you echoed 
in your pitch, Melanie, espe-
cially women and children.)
 It is pleasing to note that 
the various modules over the 
past ten days that you all as par-
ticipants went through, speak to 
the very same concerns and con-
cepts that the United Nation’s 
Arms Trade is seeking to achieve. 

Let me sincerely congrat-
ulate you for your achievement, 
for successfully completing this 
course, and for the work that I 
anticipate you will all do as you 
go back to your various units. I 
believe that you are now a team; 
and I say this because while your 
participation over the past ten 
days has reached this culminat-
ing point, you have completed 
this training on combating the 
illicit trading in firearms, am-
munitions and explosives, and 
in doing so, if nothing else, you 
have established among your-
selves and our local players the 
level of contact that is needed to 
form this team that I speak of. 
So I believe that ten days have 
caused us to form that team. 

The skills that were 
transferred to you, the partic-
ipants, from the facilitators in 
time I believe will be applied to 
the everyday functions of the 
various departments that are 
represented here today. It is my 
hope that in a very short time, 
this training will tool us to be 
able to enhance our institution-
al cooperation, it will strength-

en our networks and develop 
even better contacts than we 
have established over the past 
ten days that will be used to 
prevent and combat the illicit 
firearms trafficking. While I am 
hopeful that these deliverables 
will be achieved, I am mindful 
of the fact that the effectiveness 
of this team that I speak of will 
be dependent on the individu-
al members of the team; trust 
integrity, professionalism and 
cooperation amongst all will be 
needed for this to work. And I 
would ask that this be used 
as the hallmark for our vari-
ous activities moving forward. 

I am therefore appealing 
to you the participants and re-
mind you of the value, and ask 
that you use these values like 
trust, like integrity, like pro-
fessionalism, like cooperation, 
in the way you do business go-
ing forward. The success of this 
team is all about you. We are de-
pending on you to replicate the 
training and incorporate it in the 
everyday functions of your orga-
nizations. You are now trained to 
go out there and make us proud. 

Before I close, I would 
like to take a few moments to 
join Melanie in recognizing a 
few of the people and organi-
zations that contributed to the 
combined effort and success 
that we have achieved here to-
day. As she mentioned earlier, 
the United Sates Government, 
the United Kingdom Govern-
ment, the Government of Can-
ada, Australia, and the New 
Zealand Government, who were 
instrumental in sponsoring and 

continuing to sponsor, the ef-
forts of UNLIREC throughout 
the region. I want to thank them. 

I want to thank UNLI-
REC, and thank you, Melanie, 
for your leadership to facilitate 
the process of development of 
our national capacity. We do ap-
preciate the capacity building 
that you and your organization 
are providing for us. And not 
only the capacity building, but 
also the mentorship, because I 
think it is necessary as we devel-
op this young team to have that 
mentorship moving forward. 

To the various agencies 
and their heads of departments 
that allowed them to be here, I 
want to say, thank you; to the 
comptroller of Customs, the 
CEO from Kolbe Foundation, 
Director of the Airport Security, 
the Chief Magistrate, for allow-
ing their officers to form a part of 
this team. And I end by reiterat-
ing the team concept. I want for 
us not to go to our different units 
and operate in isolation, but for 
us to operate as a national team. 

I want to also thank 
my very own, those in my own 
Ministry of National Security, 
Commissioner of Police, the 
Belize Coastguard, the Head 
of the National Forensic Sci-
ence Service, Scenes of Crime, 
and last, but certainly not least, 
from the Belize Defense Force. 

To all those other peo-
ple who assisted behind the 
scenes to make this a suc-
cess, a sincere Thank You. 

I want to ask God’s con-
tinued blessings on us all as 
we move forward. Thank you.

Address by Colonel George Lovell
Colonel George Lovell, CEO, Ministry of National Secuirty 

Superintendent Lynden Flowers, Director, Police Training Academy 



Sunday, March 17, 2013                                                         Capital Weekly                                                                           Page 19

Major Works in the Capital 

Training The Team TO Tackle The Trade

UN Sponsored Course Graduates 44 Belizean Law-Enforcers  
Of Illegal Firearm, Ammunition and Explosives

I want to thank you 
for having partici-
pated in this train-

ing. We understand the level of 
commitment that is required 
for state agencies to dedicate 
five, six, seven representatives 
from each of the law enforce-
ment agencies to participate in 
a ten-day course, particularly 
when we are dealing with in-
stitutions that are quite small, 
and they have limited resourc-
es; so we very much appreciate 
the commitment that you are 
showing to this, not just as par-
ticipants, but as the institution-
al leaders that are driving this. 

Our goal over the last two 
weeks was not only to impart 
knowledge on the various fire-
arm activities and how to con-
duct investigations, or how to 
look at classification of weapons, 
or crime scene management, or 
weapon destruction and prac-
tical disarmament measures. 
These are all issues that are fun-
damental and are the reason 
behind the course. But I hope 
that what you will have gotten 
out of the last ten days is really 
an insight as to what your oth-
er colleagues are doing to com-
bat illicit firearms trafficking. 

The reason why we put 
so much emphasis on ensuring 
that the course is equally rep-
resented among all the law en-
forcement agencies and the Jus-
tice Sector is that we know that 
we’re only as strong as our weak-

est link, and therefore we need 
to understand the perspective of 
each and every agency working 
and responsible for combatting 
illicit firearms trafficking. We 
need to have our Police Officers 
understand what is the perspec-
tive of our Customs Officers; and 
the Justice Sector, what is the 
information that they need to 
be able to carry out these cases. 

And we saw this morn-
ing and yesterday in practical 
ways how it all comes together. 
But to have the opportunity to 
sit for days with your colleagues 
from all the other institutions, 
without rank or institutional 
badges on, is something that is 
very valuable; and I hope a lot 
was transferred during the in-
teraction, and that you will all 
be able to go back to your im-
portant jobs and take into ac-
count the friendship and the 
contacts you have made with 
your colleagues. I think trust 
and respect, and understand-
ing what the other side is go-
ing through and why they are 
going through it is something 
that is very important, and it 
is just as important as all the 
technical skills that you can 
learn during specific training. 
So we hope that this is some-
thing that we were able to ac-
complish over the past few days. 

I want to congratulate 
the national authorities for the 
steps that they taken over the 
past few months, and particu-

larly this week. And I want to 
congratulate you and thank you 
for allowing us to share these 
past two weeks with you, and I 
hope that it has been worth it; 
and we are looking forward to 
coming back very soon. One of 
our teams will actually be here 
in Belize and Belmopan City in 
two weeks time, on the 18th of 
March, when we will be work-
ing with our colleagues from the 
Forensics Institute to undertake 
specialized training in foren-
sics and ballistics management. 

So we are delighted to 
know that several of you have al-
ready participated in this more 
general course, and that you 
will also be able to work with 
us more specifically and inti-
mately on the issues of foren-
sics and ballistics management.  

Finally, I want to thank 
the donors that make the In-
ternational assistance possible. 
The assistance that we are ren-
dering to the Belizean authori-
ties forms part of a general re-
gional program that we have 
on firearms assistance in the 
Caribbean which is funded by 
a slew of donors, but led at this 

moment by the United States 
Government who has graciously 
offered the funding for the activ-
ities that have been taking place 
over the past two weeks. But we 
also receive funding from the 
United Kingdom, from the Ca-
nadian Government, from the 
Australian Government, and 
from the Government of New 
Zealand. So it very important 
for us to be able to thank them 
publicly and recognizing the 
support that they have given 
us, because they are the reason 
why we are able to come back.

In closing, let me con-
gratulate you for the political 
and institutional commitment 
that you have demonstrated 
to this issue, and I thank you 
personally and individually, 
because you are the ones ulti-
mately who are responsible for 
our day to day security. Citizen 
Security is not just an issue on 
paper, or an issue that we look 
at academically. It is some-
thing that we all live. So, thanks 
for protecting us; and thank 
you for all the ongoing work 
that you are doing in this area. 

Thank You.   

Address by Melanie Regimbal 

Address by Ebony Leal 

For the past two 
weeks, from Feb-
ruary 25 to March 

8, my colleagues and I had 
the privilege of being a part of 
an inter-institutional training 
course on combating the illicit 
trafficking in FIREARM, AM-
MUNITION and EXPLOSIVES 
(also known as FAME), formed 
through a collaborative ef-
fort of the United Nations and 

the Government of Belize, the 
specific unit being UNLIREC 

The course was very well 
put together; it was taught by 
both foreign and national pre-
senters, and it included both 
theoretical and practical ses-
sions. There were several vital 
topics that were included, from 
the basics of firearms to the 
legal framework to stockpile 

Melanie Regimbal, Director, UNLIREC

Continued on Page 20 Ebony Leal, Participant from National Forensic Science Service
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management; and my favorite 
part of it was the disarmament 

measures that were taught to 
us, because I didn’t have any 
information on that prior to 
now, and it gave me good ideas 

of what we can and will be 
able to do now in our country 
as a team, as Mr. Lovell noted. 

The course culminated 

yesterday and today with an all 
day simulation of the groups 
formed, and it put each of the 
modules that we learnt and the 

skills that we developed together 
into one big simulation even to 
the point of having to present to 
the Court with real Magistrates 

and real Defense Attorneys on 
it. And it proved to be very diffi-
cult, and it helped me to under-
stand what each and every oth-

er member has to go through, 
what the Prosecutor has to go 
through, what the Police Offi-
cers go through, what the In-

telligence Branch goes through. 
I, sitting in my office as 

a forensic analyst, would have 
never known all of that; I as-

sumed that I knew what ev-
erybody else goes through, 
but I didn’t. But now, after this 
course, I do have a good knowl-

edge and appreciation of that.  
And each of us individuals have 
to reproduce these things in 
our daily jobs, and I hope that 

we will all do just that. A wealth 
of knowledge was gained; for 
some participants a great deal 
of it might have been a valu-

able refresher, and for others, 
it was new knowledge. Which-
ever the case, as one of our fa-

Address by Ebony Leal 
Continued from Page 19 

Continued on Page 21
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Training The Team TO Tackle The Trade

UN Sponsored Course Graduates 44 Belizean Law-Enforcers  

Of Illegal Firearm, Ammunition and Explosives

cilitators said to me in conver-
sation, if only one individual 
gains any bit of new knowledge 

or information, or was remind-
ed of something they had al-
ready known, then it can be said 
that the training was a success. 

One key thing to note 
is the term inter-institutional. 
There were people from many 
departments here, and I be-

lieve all of us individuals have  
key roles to play in combating 
the Illicit FAME trafficking. 
The purpose of having all of us 

present, I believe, was to cre-
ate a relationship among par-
ticipants in order that we gain 
knowledge from each other and 

that we share experiences. And 
I can attest to the fact that in 
many instances, this provided 
healthy, information and in-

teraction; and it was even fun. 
So now I say to my fellow 

participants, the onus is on us to 
take what we have learnt back 

to our respective work places 
and put them into effect. Teach 
others and keep spreading in-
formation. We must be willing 

to initiate or assist in programs 
that we have learnt about, 
for example, when it comes 
to disarmament measures. 

Let us now educate 

our government officials in 
these areas and help to effect a 
change. This way we will ensure 
that programs like these have 

an impact in our society, and 
not just taught and then lost.  

On behalf of all of us 
the participants in the training 

course, I would like to say a heart-
felt thank you to UNLIREC and 
the Government of Belize; and 
especially to Mr. Julian Busta-
mante and his team. Thank you.

Continued from Page 20
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La Ruta Maya 2013

It was an early start to 
a long holiday week-
end last Friday when 

the 15th paddling of the La Ruta 
Maya River Challenge got un-
derway under the Hawksworth 
Bridge in the middle of the 
beautiful Twin-Town of San Ig-
nacio/ Santa Elena. 

While every race is pri-
marily, or ultimately, about 
winning (depending on wheth-
er you’re fast-forwarding or re-
winding), La Ruta Maya is per-

haps one of those sports that 
defies all the rules of the game.  
 While everyone certainly 
would like to win, the paddling 
of the Ruta Maya and all the 
holiday activity (or lazy hang-
out) has, in itself, become such 
a thrilling (and relaxing) thing 
for those in the canoes and on 
the river-bank, it hardly matters 
at the end of the day (or any of 
the four days) who arrives first 
or who pulls up last.

But before we continue, 
lest we be accused of disrespect-
ing the winners, let us acknowl-

edge that it was the Belize Bank 
Bull Dogs who came in first, for 
the second year consecutively, 
thereby winning their 9th title 
since the event originated fif-
teen year ago in 1998. 

We are speaking here, 
of course, only about the Elite 
Class; and there are so many 
other categories, including one 
that is most candidly dubbed 
the Pleasure Category, won this 
year by the Police, whose day-
time (or nighttime) job is any-

thing but pleasure. 
Yes, Belize Bank won 

overall this year again, although 
this time they were not the first 
to cross the finish line at the 
Belcan Bridge in the Old Capi-
tal of Belize City. That distinc-
tion belongs to Zip Rider, who 
incidentally was also the first to 
establish a commanding lead at 
an important juncture (Iguana 
Creek Bridge), where we first 
saw the race (although they 
were later overtook that same 
day by Belize Bank who finished 
first in the first leg ending at Ba-

nana Bank) 
As it eventually turned 

out, Zip Rider, favored from the 
start, along with Belize Bank, 
to be one of the two rival teams 
with a clear shot at the 2013 
Championship, did not even 
finish second overall, but third.

 Second place finish over-
all went instead to NICH, who 
were a significant factor from 
the start and came close to pull-
ing off a victory in the fourth 
and final stage in Belize City, 

two days after pulling off an up-
set in the second stage, ending 
at Double Head Cabbage . 

The fun, incidentally, (or, 
not so uneventfully) was ampli-
fied at the culmination of that 
second stage in Double Head 
Cabbage with a spill—sorry, it’s 
not cycling—a capsizing that 
featured, yes, the two giants of 
the classic, Belize Bank and Zip 

Rider, along with Cobbs Arms.               
The Third Stage saw Zip 

Rider falling even further be-
hind, and becoming less likely 
to win the event overall. We‘re 
not going to get into all the 
hours and minutes and seconds 
here, as we are sure most of us 

could hardly care on a four-day 
weekend, what time exactly it 
was.

Which brings us back 
to the main point of our arti-
cle, which is the fact of how a 
race, which, technically, has 
everything to do with time, has 
become such a pass-time with 
so much social holiday activity 
(or uneventful laziness) built 
around it, that time literally 
freezes and rushes by all at the 
same time. And at the end of the 

day (or any of the four days) it 
hardly matters who finishes first 
or last. The truth is all Belizeans 
win, and all of Belize wins as so 
many people get to soak up so 
much of the natural beauty that 
is beheld by those in the race (or 
the cruise) and those watching. 

And, for lack of space, 
that’s exactly where we will end, 
not at the finishing line, but 

with the breathtaking wealth 
untold all along the way, with 
which, as our National Anthem 
proclaims, Nature has blessed 
us. 

Thank you, La Ruta 
Maya, for leading us to el Cami-
no a la Naturaleza Belicena. 

Gateway to Experiencing the Awesome Beauty of Belize’s Untold Natural Wealth 

Read Capital Weekly Online 
in Living Colours at: 

belizenews.com/CapitalWeekly 

A crowd on Iguana Creek Bridge applauds popular ‘Grumpy Old Men’  

Zip-Rider in the lead approaching Iguana Creek Bridge 

Famous ‘Pandy Show’ host entertains while awaiting the race 

Belize Bank in Second Place at Iguana Creek, eventually wins the race 

A sprint between two other canoes at Iguana Creek Bridge 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

 
The Public Utilities Commission (PUC; the Commission) serves notice this day, 15th March, 2013, that, in 
exercise of the powers conferred upon it by Section 15 of the Belize Telecommunications Act and 
Section 5 of the Telecommunications (Licensing Classification, Authorization, and Fee Structure) 
Regulations 2002, S.I. 110 of 2002, and all other powers thereunto enabling, it proposes to grant a Public 
Radio Paging License to the following applicant: 
 

1. VSR BELIZE LIMITED. 
 

A  Public Radio Paging License is an Individual License that authorizes a Licensee to provide Radio Paging 
Service to the public for the provision of Vehicle Tracking Services in the country of Belize. 
 
Reason for proposed granting of Licenses:  
The Commission intends to grant License to the above applicant in order to introduce new services and 
technology and to further promote competion in the provision of telecommunication services. 
 
Comments/Objections: 
Interested persons may submit written representations or objections with respect to the proposed 
Licenses on or before 5th April, 2013, to the Public Utilities Commission, P.O. Box 300, #41Gabourel 
Lane, Belize City, Belize. 
 
 
 
 
 

Belmopan Kids and Youth Cup 2013

Belmopan City Council
Kids and Youth Cups 2013
(Organized by Belmopan 

Football League)
Games Result week 2 

Youth Cup U - 16 
Sunday 10/03/2013 

Manchester United (San Martin)= 
00 vs Valencia (Roaring Creek)=03 

Dmitri Fabro =10 & 33 min
Eddy Valencia = 28 min

Barcelona (Site7) = 06 vs Chelsea 
(Maya Mopan) = 00
Alex Brooks=20 min

Dale Pelayo = 46 & 69 min
Noah Moro = 57 min

Tyrek Middleton = 62 min
Brandon Anderson = 77 min

Celtic (Las Flores) = 02 vs Real 
Madrid (Mountain View) = 00

Jairo Lopez = 51 min
Ronald Orellana = 55 min

Games Schedule Week 3  
Kids Cup U-12 

Saturday 16/03/2013 
1:00 pm Celtic (Las Flores) vs 

Manchester United (San Martin)  
2:30 pm Valencia YWAM (Roar-

ing Creek) vs Manchester City 
(Armenia) 

Kids Cup U - 12 
Sunday 17/03/2013 

1:00 pm Inter Milan (Piccini) vs 
New Castle (Salvapan 2)  

2:30 pm Real Madrid ( Mountain 
View) vs Chelsea (Maya Mopan) 

4:00 pm Barcelona (Site7) vs           

AC Milan (Salvapan) 1

(Information provided by 
Peter Alvarez,  Chairman)

Alex Brooks,Noah Moro,Brandon Anderson, 
Tyrek Middleton and Dale Pelayo of Barcelona Site 7

Dmitri Fabro & Eddy Valencia of Valencia YWAM Roaring Creek (1) Ronald Orellana & Jairo Lopez of Celtic Las Flores
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