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“We are in it to Win!” 
Gone are the Days of Participation for Participation Sake  

Ruperto Vicente, President of the Football Federation of Belize (FFB)

The Jaguars, Belize’s National Football Selection 

You can feel it 
building, the 
momentum of 
patriotism as 
the Belize Na-

tional Football Selection pre-
pares itself for the Gold Cup in 
the United States next month, 
where it will go up against some 
of the most powerful nations in 
the CONCACAF Region. Among 
those nations are, for sure, are 
the United States itself and Cos-
ta Rica, two nations that have 
represented our region mul-
tiple times in the World Cup, 
and both of which seem well on 
course, even as we write, to make 
it once again to that greatest of 
International Tournaments next 
year in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

It’s a tall order for the 
Belize Selection as we will in 
the first round compete against 
the United States on their home 
turf. That game takes place on 
Tuesday, July 9, in Portland Ore-
gon. Then on Saturday, July 13, in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, Belize faces 
off with the current Champions 
of the Copa Centro America, 
Costa Rica, also a powerhouse in 
the CONCACAF Region, who as 
we said, have been to the World 
Cup Playoffs more than once. 
The third and final game in the 
first round will be against Cuba, 

that one taking place Tuesday, 
July 16, in Hartford Connecticut. 

It’s the biggest stage the 
Belize National Selection will  
play on to date, and that in itself 
is an accomplishment, our spot 
having been secured through 
our historic performance in 
the Copa Centro America in 
January of this year. But we 
have no intention of stopping 
there, as FFB President Ruper-
to Vicente has gone on record 
to declare that Belize is in it 

to win, not just to participate. 
Speaking to the Nation 

and to the players of the Be-

lize National Selection, Vicente 
proclaimed emphatically, “We 
are not going to settle for the 
first round of competition. We 
will not only participate. That 
is in the past. Participation is 
all in the past. We will not in-
vest, and this nation will not 
invest its monies in young peo-
ple who will only go to a tour-
nament to participate. That 
is in the past; gentlemen, and 
that is in the past, Belize. We 
are now entering tournaments 
to win, not just to participate. 

We are winners. We were 
never trained to win in the past, 
but now as we move forward in 
the football federation, under-
stand that we are now on the 
winning quest. We are on the 
winning road, and you must de-
velop, all of us, must develop the 
winning attitude. We gotta win! 
We cannot settle for just partici-

PM To London for Fund-Raiser

Continued on Page 2

Prime Minister Dean Barrow First Lady Kim Simplis-Barrow 

 Prime Minister, Hon. 
Dean Barrow departed the country 
on Saturday, June 22nd, 2013. The 
Prime Minister accompanies his 
wife, Mrs. Kim Simplis-Barrow 
to London to attend a Fundraising 

Gala Dinner to benefit the Belize 
Children’s Trust. The Prime Min-
ister returns home on Wednesday, 
July 3rd, 2013. In his absence, 
Deputy Prime Minister, Hon. Gas-
par Vega acts as Prime Minister.
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“It’s About Damn Time!”
of the most difficult eco-
nomic periods since the 
great depression, at a time 
when developed nations 
and advanced economies 
have been going under or 
struggling to stay afloat, 
Belize has rebounded 
with flying colors from 
the recent economic re-
cession in a manner that 
surely makes us a leader in 
our region and the World. 

In this respect, and 
so many others, there is 
good reason for our con-
fidence as a nation to be 
soaring to heights never 
before attained. And it has 
been well established that 
confidence is an essential 
ingredient for success.

In the sport of 
Football itself, since the 
changing of the guard at 
the FFB, our National Se-
lection has grown from 
strength to strength in 
such short order that our 
boys are now exuding 
and displaying on the in-
ternational stage a kind 
of confidence and poise 
that makes anything pos-
sible, indeed, even trash-
ing and humiliating the 
United States National 
Team which, admitted-
ly, is of late looking more 
formidable than ever.

Speaking of humil-
iation, such must indeed 
be the feeling of our neigh-
bors to the West who, 
having historically denied 
we even exist as a nation 
in our own right, were ef-
fectively eliminated from 
Gold Cup contention by 
none other than Belize. 

Indeed, success for 
Belize at the Gold Cup 
is not only possible; it’s 
quite probable; and it’s 
about time that we start 
believing we can do it. 

As Miami Heat su-
perstar LeBron James put it 
when he won his first NBA 
Championship last year, 
“It’s about damn time!”

“We are in it to Win!” 

Continued from Page 1

The decla-
ration this 
past week by 
President of 
the Football 

Federation  of Belize(FFB) 
Ruperto Vicente that his 
Federation is sending our 
football boys to the Gold 
Cup in the United States 
with the intention not 
just to participate but to 
win, is fitting and time-
ly, indeed, long overdue. 

It’s exactly the kind 
of attitude we should be 
taking in just about ev-
ery Belizean endeavor, 
and certainly in Sports.

While some might 
feel it’s overambitious, 
presumptuous, even fool-
hardy, to speak of beat-
ing and humiliating the 
United States in inter-
national soccer on their 
own turf, we believe it’s 
entirely achievable. If it 
wasn’t, why would we be 
expending our energies 
and finances anyway?

That Belize is a 
small nation that has 
come of age and is a le-
gitimate force with which 
to contend is a fact that is 
more evident today than it 
ever was, in many respects 
and on various fronts. 
Consider, for example, 
as we’ve been reiterat-
ing from week to week, 
the fact that amidst one 

pation. Other nations must now 
begin to consider you as serious 
football players, and the nations 
must also consider Belize as a 
serious football nation. We have 
the talent and we must display 
it. I call on you to represent us 
well and to do your very best to 
not only beat the United States, 
but humiliate the United States. 
We must do that; but I cannot 
do it; you must have to do it.”

The FFB President was 
speaking at a Press Conference 
called on Wednesday of this 
past week, June 19, to unveil the 
new logo of the National Se-
lection, the Belize Jaguars, and 
to make some other important 
announcements regarding the 
upcoming trip to the Gold Cup.

That part was handled 
mainly by FFB Executive mem-
ber, Marlon Kuylen who stat-
ed, “We have the Official Belize 
Jaguars Logo, and if you look 
behind us, it is on its banner 
here. So that will be on all our 
promotional items. Genesis 
arts had come up with this de-
sign and they will be selling 
these promotional items. And 
each item, fifteen percent of the 
proceeds will come to the na-
tional team. So now, I’d like to 
introduce our head coach, Mr. 
Ian Mork; our assistant coach, 
Mister Carlos Slusher; goal-
keeper’s coach, Kent Gabourel.

 And now we are proud 
to come to this particular item, 
which is that we have been hav-
ing talks with Nike about spon-
soring our national teams. Their 
headquarters is in Portland, Or-
egon, where we will be playing 
U.S.A. in our first match. So 
when we go up there, we will 
have a full meeting set with 
them, to come fully on board 
to sponsor all of our national 
teams. In the meantime—even 
though they have not had all 
the official talks and contract 
signing and so forth—they have 
been kind enough to give us the 
uniforms, the travel uniforms 
and playing uniforms that we 
will be using at the Gold Cup.”

All that is certainly good 
news; but the biggest news of 
the day perhaps is, as we report-

ed earlier, the declaration by 
FFB President Ruperto Vicente 
that Belize is going to the Gold 
Cup to win, not just to partici-
pate. It’s a welcoming declara-
tion, as for too long it seemed 
that the latter was generally the 
attitude taken by those who 
managed and prepared our na-
tional selections for these inter-
national tournaments.

We know it’s a very tall 
order, but it is only with this 
kind of attitude that Belize will 
confirm its status and earn its 
respect as a legitimate force 
with which to contend among 
the big nations of the World. 
Thanks for saying it, Ruperto. 
It’s exactly what the Team and 
the Country need to hear. 
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New Russian Ambassador to Belize 
Presents Credentials to GG - Meets with PM 

 On Monday, May 17, His 
Excellency Eduard R. Ma-
layan, Ambassador of 
the Russian Federation 
to Belize, presented his 
credentials to His Excel-
lency, Sir Colville Young, 
Governor General of Belize. 

In his speech, the Am-
bassador extended warm 
greetings from His Excellen-
cy Vladimir Putin, President 
of the Russian Federation, 
to the Governor General 
and people of Belize. He 
further expressed the possi-

bility to deepen the rela-
tionship between the two 
countries not only in the 
political and diplomatic 
spheres, but also in trade, 
culture, education and 
technical cooperation. 

The Ambassador’s 
visit also included a pre-
sentation of his Letters of 
Credence to the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Hon. 
Wilfred Elrington and 
CEO, His Excellency, Alex-
is Rosado; and a courtesy 
call on the Prime Minis-
ter, Hon. Dean Barrow.

Major Crimes Down in May 
The North Again Registers Biggest Reduction

The Month of May was  
comparatively a pretty good 
month for safety and security  
countrywide as the statistics 
released this week shows that 
there were a total 10 murders 
across the Country in May 2013, 
as compared to 16 murders in 
May 2012. 

The overall tally shows 
that the total number of mur-
ders for January to May of 2013, 

partment have distinguished 
themselves as having registered 
the greatest reduction in major 
crimes. Notably, there were no 
murders in the North for the 
Month of May, and only 3 for the 
entire period of January to May, 
2013. 

Minister of National Se-
curity, Hon. John Saldivar last 
Wednesday presented a Cer-
tificate of Appreciation and a 

Cheque for $1,000 to Senior Su-
perintendent Joseph Myvette, 
who heads the Northern Zone 
and is the Officer Commanding 
the Orange Walk Formation.

The Cheque of $1,000 
is for the best performance by 
the Northern Zone in reducing 
Major Crimes during the month 
of May, and the Certificate of 
Award is for the best perfor-
mance by the Orange Formation 
for the same period, May, 2013.    

partment in its crime-fighting 
initiatives, after which he took 
questions from the media. 

Whether the reduction 
in May is a trend that will be 
sustained in the long-term is yet 
to be determined, as extended 
periods of relative calm have 
too often been interrupted by 
short but acute spikes in violent 
crimes. Whatever the case, we 
must keep at it until lasting suc-
cess is achieved.

 The pre-
sentation of 
the Minister’s 
Monthly Award 
was preceded 
by a short press 
briefing in which 
Commissioner 
of Police, Allen 
Whylie elaborat-
ed on the crime 
statistics and the 
overall progress 
of the Police De-

which is 51,  is 
also consider-
ably less than 
the total for the 
same period  of 
2012  when it 
was 60 mur-
ders. 

For the 
second consec-
utive month, the 
Northern Zone 
and the Orange 
Formation of 
the Police De-

Russian Ambassador H. E Eduard R. Malayan 
and Governor General Sir Colville Young 

H. E Eduard R. Malayan, Sir Colville Young and officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Russian Ambassador H. E Eduard R. Malayan 
and Belize Prime Minister Hon. Dean Barrow

Senior Superintendent Joseph Myvette receiving  
 Certificate and Cheque from Hon. John Saldivar 

Police Commissioner Allen Whylie Speaking with 
the Local Media in Belmopan last Wednesday 
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United Evergreen Students Tour  
The Ministry of National Security 
This past Mon-

day, June 17, 2013 
more than Thirty 
(30) students of 

United Evergreen Primary 

School in Belmopan, along 
with their teachers, were 
welcomed into the halls of 

the Ministry of National Se-
curity at the Curl Thompson 
Building, where they were 

given a full tour and lectures 
on the operations of the var-
ious branches of the Minis-
try. 

The tour was conduct-

ed by Minister Saldivar him-
self, along with members of 
the staff at the Ministry of 

National Security. It was very 
interactive, as the students 
asked many questions about 

the operations of the secu-
rity forces and expressed 
interest in becoming law 

enforcers after completing 
their basic schooling. 

At the end of the tour, 

Hon. Saldivar thanked the 
students and their teachers 
for coming, and as a show 
of appreciation, personal-
ly presented each of them 
with an autographed post-

er of himself as Minister of 
National Security and Area 
Representative for Belmo-

pan; after which they were 
served refreshments.           

The students are from 

the Standard II Class at 
United Evergreen Primary 
School in Belmopan. They 
have just completed a lesson 
on the Government of Belize 
and how and it works.      

Director of Special Intelligence Branch Superintendent Marco Vidal
and assistant speaking with the students and teachers

Inspector Chi of the Special Intelligence Branch 
addressing the students and teachers about the work they do 

Staff member of the Ministry’s Registry showing the young 
students how important information is stored and retrieved 

Ministry Secretary Feliciana Hernandez speaking with students 
and teachers about her role and function at the Ministry 

Another member of the Special Branch speaking with students 
and teachers about the essential work they do at the Ministry

Major Alvin Amoa, Military Liaison Officer sharing  information 
about his role and function at the Ministry of National Security 
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United Evergreen Students Tour  
The Ministry of National Security 

Another member of the Special Branch speaking with students 
and teachers about the essential work they do at the Ministry

Finance Officer, Lisa Mclaughlin speaking with students and
 teachers about the work of the Accounts Section of the Ministry

A Member of the Ministry’s Registry answering questions from 
the students about the work they do at the Ministry  

Deputy Director of the Special Intelligence Branch, Mrs. Pook 
addresses the teachers and students about the work they do

Another member of the Registry section of the Special Branch speaking 
with students and teachers about the essential work they do 

Hon. John Saldivar personally presenting the students of United 
Evergreen Primary School with autographed posters of himself 

Minister of National Security and Belmopan Representative Hon. John Saldivar poses for photograph with students and teachers of the School 
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Faith Lift 

By  Zelda Hill 

Capital Weekly 
From the Heart of the Nation

To the Soul of the People 

Does Belize Protect or Murder 
 Her Most Vulnerable  Citizens? 

“Life, especially human life, designed, created and 
sustained by an intelligent Creator who assigns 
value, meaning and purpose to every child from 
the womb (Jeremiah 1:5; Galatians 1:15), must

 be protected by Government and People.”  

Perhaps it is just 
an outrageous 
theory, but it is 
one that would 
cause any per-

son who seeks answers to the 
intensifying global attack on 
the traditional family and the 
sudden excessive attention 
to “reproductive health” pol-
icies and their implementa-
tion, to give this speculation 
some serious consideration:  
There is a worldwide conspir-
acy organized by some of the 
world’s wealthiest people, top 
political leaders, and corpo-
rate elite to drastically reduce 
the world’s population by two 
thirds and thereby achieve 
complete and full control over 
every person on earth.  It is 
also believed that the pressure 
for governments to create or 
amend abortion laws in order 
to empower pregnant females 
to decide whether they should 
keep or kill their unborn 
child is a part of this agenda, 
hatched with the intent to re-
duce world populations.

The World Health 
Organization (WHO) docu-
mented that worldwide, every 
second, a woman faced with 
an unplanned pregnancy de-
cides to have an abortion.  The 
worldometers.info website also 
estimates that globally, over 
19.5 million abortions have 
been executed since January 
2013.  In the US alone, 53 mil-
lion lives have been destroyed 
through abortions since the 
Roe V. Wade decision in 1973, 
which divided the US into 
the pro-life and pro-choice 
groups.  Although there is no 
official abortion statistics in 
Belize, it is estimated that Be-
lize’s abortion rate is twice as 
high as the US and that many 
females undergo botch abor-
tions since they are not done 

by medical personnel in regis-
tered institutions because abor-
tions are presently “illegal” in 
Belize.  However, a closer look at 
Belize’s abortion laws will cause 
you to question whether our 
laws prevent our weakest and 
most defenseless citizens from 
being murdered at the hands of 
registered medical physicians.

A few years ago I had an 
eye-opening conversation with 
a female who had dropped out 
of high school earlier due to 
pregnancy.  Apparently, when 
her mother realized she was 
pregnant, she was taken to a 
public hospital where a doctor 
offered to perform an abortion 
so that she would not have to in-
terrupt her high school educa-

tion.  Although the mother had 
agreed to the doctor’s offer, the 
young lady had adamantly de-
cided to keep her baby and delay 
her education.  Although I was 
thankful that she had made the 
choice to prevent the murder 
of her child, I was bothered by 
the revelation that an abortion 
could be offered to a young girl 
at one of our public hospitals on 
the basis that her high school 
education would not be inter-
rupted.  I then concluded that 
the doctor was using his public 
office to offer an illegal private 
service.  Years later I now ques-
tion whether the doctor was op-
erating within the limits of the 
law as our Criminal Code seems 
to suggest.  

Belize’s Criminal Code 
(No. 33 of 1980), Sections 108-
110, criminalizes intentional 
abortion and knowingly assist-
ing in an abortion in any way, 
except when it is done in the 
attempt of preserving the life 
of the mother. The law further 
explains that an abortion is not 
illegal for medical reasons if the 
pregnancy is terminated by a 
registered doctor after two reg-
istered doctors are of the opin-
ion, “formed in good faith” that 

to continue the pregnancy the 
mother’s life would be at risk or 
it would injure the “physical or 
mental health of the pregnant 
woman or any existing children 
of her family, greater than if the 
pregnancy were terminated”.  
Also, if two doctors agree that 
there is considerable risk that 
after birth the child would suffer 
from physical or mental abnor-
malities leading to him or her 
being seriously handicapped, 
the abortion can be legally per-
formed by a doctor.  But what 
was even more alarming is that 
there seems to be ambiguity in 
our Criminal Code, where it le-
galizes an abortion for medical 
reasons if two registered doctors 
agree that there is a “risk to the 

life of the pregnant woman, or 
of injury to the physical or men-
tal health of the pregnant wom-
an or any existing children of 
her family” taking into account 
the pregnant woman’s “actual or 
reasonably foreseeable environ-
ment”.  

Does this clause mean 
that the unborn can be legally 
murdered by a registered doctor 
if two of them are of the opin-
ion that the pregnant mother’s 
present or future socio-eco-
nomic situation is a risk to her 
and her children?  According to 
a United Nation’s (UN) undated 
document extracted from the 
Population Policy Data Bank 
maintained by the Population 
Division of the Department of 
Economics and Social Affairs 
of the UN Secretariat (UN’s 
website: www.un.org), Belize’s 
Abortion Policy permits abor-
tions on “economic” or “social” 

grounds.  The doctor’s offer to 
the young female now seems 
to have been within the limits 
of the law since having a child 
without completing high 
school could be interpreted as 
a risk to her physical or mental 
health taking into account her 
“actual or reasonably foresee-
able environment” or rather 
her present or future econom-
ic and social circumstances.  
The doctor would only have 
needed the consent of one of 
his registered peers in order to 
kill the young female’s child!

This revelation, which 
suggests that poverty and the 
possibility of physical and 
mental handicap are reasons 
for medical doctors to legal-
ly murder our citizens in the 
womb is quite disturbing.  
Life, especially human life, de-
signed, created and sustained 
by an intelligent Creator who 
assigns value, meaning and 
purpose to every child from 
the womb (Jeremiah 1:5; Gala-
tians 1:15), must be protected 
by government and people.  
Belize is a fairly young nation 
but her sins, including the 
shedding of innocent blood, 
whether done illegally or le-
gally, have surely angered God.  
For there are seven things 
God detests and one of them 
is “hands that kill the inno-
cent” (Proverbs 6:17). The cries 
of Belize’s unborn citizens, 
our murdered leaders, teach-
ers, poets, farmers, scientists, 
housewives etc. and those of 
the young men and women 
who have been slaughtered 
on our streets without justice, 
compounded by the cries of all 
their “would-be” generations 
who were deprived of a chance 
to even be born, have reached 
a deafening pitch.  God will 
avenge such nations that con-
tinue to devise evil by law; but 
He is also willing to forgive and 
to give us a chance to make the 
wrongs right.

“The care of human life 
and happiness and not its 

destruction, is the first and 
only legitimate object of 

good Government.”  
-Thomas Jefferson
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 From north to south and east to west of Belize, the Social Investment Fund  
(S.I.F.) and the Caribbean Development Bank’s (C.D.B.)  Basic Needs Trust 
Fund (B.N.T.F) continue to implement projects aimed at addressing the basic 
needs of poor Belizeans. The  Government of Belize also provides counterpart 
funding for projects implemented under the BNTF.    
 
  The BNTF Program is a regional grant program financed by the C.D.B.  for 
poverty reduction infrastructure and livelihood enhancement services.  The 
program has disbursed over $189 million U.S. dollars throughout the region.  
Ten countries, including Belize, benefit from the current, sixth cycle of fund-
ing known as BNTF6.  In Belize, the BNTF6 is expected to be completed by 
the end of this year with 22 projects valued at $6.6 million dollars.  The pro-
gram continues to contribute to the national development  of Belize through 
the provision of social infrastructure,  including resource centres, schools, 
health clinics and access to water, sanitation, drainage and roads. 
 
  Since January of this year,  S.I.F. completed 9 major projects valued at $4.6 
million dollars under the BNTF while many other projects financed under the 
SIF 2 loan are nearing completion. 
 
  In the area of water and sanitation, water systems have been upgraded in 
Bella Vista in the Toledo District and Young Bank Village in the Cayo Dis-
trict.  Under this sector, a new water tank and pump house is under construc-
tion in Santa Familia Village 
in the western part of Belize.   
Meanwhile   water expan-
sion is underway in St 
Mathews and Franks Eddy 
and Corozalito in the Cayo 
District.   The water system 
for  Corozalito, a small com-
munity in the outskirts of 
Succotz Village also in the 
Cayo District, should be-
come operational  in the 
coming weeks. The water 
supply is also being ex-
panded in Chan Pine Ridge 
village in the Orange Walk 
District.  The plan is to con-
nect the village to BWSL’s 
main distribution network in 
Orange Walk Town. 
 
  In the area of Education, a new  building was completed at St Edmund Cam-
pion RC School in Teakettle village the Cayo District.  Further south,  the 
school was  
rehabilitated 
and ex-
panded in 
Silk Grass 
Village in 
the Stann 
Creek Dis-
trict.     In 
addition, a 
new building 
is currently 
under con-
struction at All Saints Primary school in Belize City,           
and a new eight class room building is nearing completion at the Orange Walk 
Technical High School in the northern part of the country. 
 
  In the area of Economic Infrastructure, the third phase of a $3.0 million drain-
age project in Trial Farm Village was completed. This project has brought an 
enormous peace of mind  to the residents of Trial Farm since prior to the pro-
ject they had to  constantly evacuate their homes as a result of flooding during 
the rainy season.  A similar project drainage project is also underway in the 
Buttonwood Bay area of Belize City. Buttonwood Bay is a relatively new area 

located near the second roundabout in Belize City.  The project area has a high 
demand for proper drainage since it is below sea level and is subject to     
flooding during the rainy or hurricane season.   
 
  In the area of Social Services, new multipurpose centres were completed in 
San Jose and Guinea Grass villages in the Orange Walk District while the resi-
dents of the Golden Haven Home of the Elderly in Hattieville Village now 
enjoy the comfort of their new home. A new mental health day care centre was 
also completed in Belize City. 
 
  In the area of skills training, 10 students of low income families are complet-
ing their education at the Youth Enhancement Services in Ladyville while 
other students are pursuing a vocational career in various vocational institu-
tions throughout Belize. 
 
  As the BNTF 6 project steams full speed ahead towards completion,  the 
BNTF 7 has already been  launched. Under this program $12.5  million dollars 
will be available for projects in the areas of Education, Water and Sanitation 
and Road Access and drainage.  This figure represents an increase of 74% in 
CDB funding under BNTF for Belize. This means more funds for the poor 
areas of the country, with the poorest areas receiving the most attention. Imple-
mentation of projects under BNTF7 will start  by the end of this year. All these 
projects represent the Government’s  and the Social Investment Fund’s strong 
commitment to alleviate poverty in Belize with the assistance of our develop-
ment partners such as the Caribbean Development Bank.  

CDB’s Basic Needs Trust Fund invests $19.1 Million for poverty alleviation in Belize 

From top to bottom:  Drainage project under construction in Buttonwood Bay.  
Residents of  Golden Haven enjoy the comfort of their new home.                    
BNTF scholarship receipts enrolled at Y.E.S. 

New Santa Familia Village 20,000 gallon tank 
under construction. 

Renovated Silkgrass Methodist School, Stann Creek Dist. 
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UB Graduates 471 in Belmopan 
“To Whom Much is Given, Much is Required” 

Last Saturday, 
June 15, 2013, 
the University 
of Belize held 

commencement exercises 
for 471 Graduates, who had 

successfully completed their 
studies at various levels, namely 
Associate, Bachelor, Certificate 
and Diploma levels. 

It was the University’s 
17th Commencement Exercises 
and it was held at UB’s Central 

Campus in Belmopan, inside the 
University’s Recreational and 
Events Centre starting at 10:00 
in the morning and running for 
just over two hours.

The event featured lively 
music led by the UB Choir, great 

speeches, and of course there 
was the conferral of diplomas, 
certificates and degrees to the 
graduates in general, and special 
awards to those who excelled in 
the various fields of study.

The largest number of 
graduates were from the Faculty 
of Management & Social 
Sciences (FMSS) totalling 153, 
followed by the Faculty of 
Education and Arts (FEA) with 
a total of 133, the Faculty of 
Science and Technology (FST) 
with 132, and the Faculty of 
Nursing, Allied Health & Social 
Work (FNAHSW) with a total 
of 53. Of the total number of 

471 graduates, 298 are females 
(63.3%) and 173 (36.7%) are 
males. The total number of 
honour graduates is 43.

The event climaxed 
with the keynote address 
delivered by Senator Hon. 

Godwin Hulse, Minister of 
Labour, Local Government, 
Rural Development and NEMO.  
Hulse told the Graduates: “The 
knowledge gap between you 
graduates and those who are not 
in  school or who barely finish 
Primary School or High School 
is very wide. You the graduates 
of this 17th Commencement 
exercise are the lucky ones. 
But I hasten to clarify, lest you 
criticize me that by calling 
you lucky I intend to devalue 

the hard work, long nights of 
study and personal sacrifice you 
have undergone to bring you to 
this point in your education, 
I do not; I congratulate you. 
By lucky, I mean in the sense 
of opportunity, capacity and 
support which might not have 
been afforded to those who have 
not reached so far.”

And to drive home 
his point about the great 

old and famous quote from the 
Bible, quoted from the World 
English Bible, Luke Chapter 
12, Verse 48, where it says: To 

whoever much is given, of him 
will much be required; and to 
whom much is entrusted, of him 
more will be asked. Ladies and 
gentlemen, graduates, you have 
been given quite a bit, so a lot 
will be asked of you.” 

He closed by exhorting 
the graduates to embrace the 
great responsibility and burden 

responsibility and burden 
that rests on their shoulders, 
they having been given such a 
great opportunity, Hon. Hulse 
employed a verse of Scripture: 

“For if I may add, the 

Hon.Godwin Hulse 
Keynote Speaker 

Graduates of UB’s 17th Commencement Exercise

The University of Belize Choir leading the way musically 

Two happy Graduates sharing a photo occasion 

UB President Dr. Cary Fraser 

Doctor Vincent Palacio 
Management & Social Sciences 

Doctor Abigail McKay, Nursing 
Allied Health and Social Work

Priscilla Brown-Lopez 
Faculty of Education and Arts 

Joaquin Urbina 
Science and Technology 

Continued on Page 9



Sunday, June 23, 2013                                                         Capital Weekly                                                                           Page 9

UB Graduates 471 in Belmopan 
“To Whom Much is Given, Much is Required” 

from the darkness, but stand 
tall and let it shine. You have 
a responsibility to enlighten 
your brethren with the correct 
information; that is how you 
teach and help to educate the 
Nation, for knowledge and 

that rests on their shoulders:
 “You have a responsibility 

to dispel ignorance wherever 
you encounter it, with so 
many persons expounding 
so many things with great 

confidence and making 
gospel of it. And, therefore, 
you have a responsibility to 
challenge those who would 
continue to perpetrate such  
misinformation, for to allow it 
to continue is to acquiesce to, 
and condone the relegation 
of our people to a lifetime of 
continuing darkness. 

You have seen the light 
and hold the candle in your 
hand. You must not hide it 

information is power. Pass it on 
and empower the Nation.”

During the ceremony, 
several students received the 
official white, gold and purple 
honour chords of the University 

of Belize. The tri-cable white 
honour chords recognise those 
graduating with Cum Laude; 
gold honour chords designate 
graduates with Magna Cum 
Laude (great honour); and 
purple honour chords are for 
graduates with Summa Cum 
Laude-the highest honour. 

The President of the 
University of Belize, Dr. Cary 
Fraser extended congratulations 
to all graduates for their 
dedication, commitment and 
achievement. He said, “The 
University continues to play 

a significant role in nation 
building by educating and 
empowering future leaders to 
become decision makers who 
can create opportunities for 
Belizeans and chart the way for 
future generations.” 

Doctor Wilma Wright 
Interim Provost Graduate Gerardo Aldana delivering a message in song 

William Neal 
Dean of students

Graduate Cordelia Belezaire 
introducing Hon. Godwin Hulse 

Graduates Marching up the Aisles 

The large Audience at Saturday’s Graduation in Belmopan 

Anna Petkau receiving Award  Luis Ek receiving Award Jonelle Francine O’Brien receiving  award 

Continued from Page 8
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It is always a little bit 
challenging to be the 
last speaker because 
persons before give 
portions of your speech 

and so you have to adjust as you 
go along. Which is the reason 
why when I was told by my sec-
retary that Mr. William Neal 
said that I should submit a copy 
of the speech, I said he will get 
it afterwards. 

It is also a challenge when 
you have addressed an august 
body two times, because I was 
reminded again by the Chair, 
Mrs. Morrison, that a couple 
years ago, on the invitation of 
Doctor Lewis, I addressed the 
graduates; and she said I was 
outstanding. So that gives me 
a challenge to either be just as 
good, better, or best myself. If I 
do best myself, I would have jilt-
ed those I spoke to four year ago 
as they would say you didn’t give 
us your best. So that in itself is a 
challenge. 

But before I begin I want 
to single out again— because 
in my presentation, I will talk 
a little bit about our cultural 
practices—I want to single out 
again the Cabinet Secretary 
and the Clerk of the National 
Assembly as two persons who 
have risen above our normal 
culture of being late and a little 
bit inefficient, which we take for 
granted, because those two po-
sitions which are connected to 
the National Assembly and the 
Cabinet demand the highest 
efficiency and actual, accurate 
timing in presenting minutes 
and reports; and they do an 
excellent job. Give them a big 
hand (applause)

There is a good lady sit-
ting behind there by the name 
of Mrs. Noreen Fairweather, 
who is my National Emergen-
cy Coordinator, and during this 
Hurricane Season the responsi-
bility and challenge of keeping 
us as safe as possible rests on her 
broad female shoulders. I am 
satisfied that she is capable of 
supporting me.  Give her a big 
hand (applause). 

In the introduction, as 
always, for some reason, the De-
partment of Immigration and 
Nationality is overlooked; and 

I think that is because of the 
printing when we were first ap-
pointed, and every time when I 
walk out, my people from Im-
migration and Nationality, es-
pecially the ladies, say, Minister, 
you forgot us; we don’t have any 

Minister? So, I recognize that 
Department of Immigration and 
Nationality. And having done 
so, the good people from Fire 
Department and Meteorology 
and Recondev tell me the same 
thing, so I also recognize them 
as well. It would be difficult to 
state all nine departments, and 
this is why they shorten it. 

Having said that, I finally 
want to recognize for outstand-
ing performance Anna Petkau. 
The Mennonite community, as 
you know, are not traditionally 
participants in our education 
system at the level we know. But 
her outstanding achievement, 
particularly in an area of busi-

ness and science springs from 
the fact that her ancestry and, as 
I understand it, first language, 
is from Germany, and having 
gone to school there myself, I 
recognize the absolute preci-
sion, thoroughness and per-

fection with which that society 
performs. Give her a big hand 
(applause).

There’s a theme I select-
ed for my presentation today, 

as UB did not give me a theme, 
and I think that was on purpose, 
but it is one that I have cher-
ished from I was a kid, and it 
is, Education is the only way 
forward for Belize. And I want 
you to all remember it. 

When I was a youngster, 
My Dad never used the word Ed-
ucation. He said, no, no, no, it is 
too elusive. We don’t know what 
it means. So he said to me boy,  
learn everything you have an op-
portunity to learn; everything; if 
it is to cut the grass, learn to do 
it well; wash the dishes, learn to 
do it well; kill a mosquito, learn 
to do it well. And so, when you 
look at my seeming disconnect-
ed CV, people say, Lord, man, he 
couldn’t make up his mind what 
he wanted to do. I simply learnt 
everything that came my way 
and tried to learn it well.

There is an Intel com-
mercial some of you may be see-
ing, and it struck me; and so, in 
addition to saying Education is 
the only way forward, this com-
mercial says—and it is a private 
sector initiative—it says, “Ed-
ucation is our Primary Philan-
thropic Endeavor”. What a won-
derful thought coming from a 
private sector institution! And 
later on in my presentation, I 
will challenge the private sector, 
which I so well represented for 
many years, to take up that chal-
lenge as well.  

I will now bore you with 
a bit of statistics, and I know 
many of us, it is not our culture 
to deal with numbers, so bear 
with me a little, and then I will 
release you from your mathe-
matical fatigues. 

Government of Belize 

“There is an Intel commercial some of you may 
be seeing, and it struck me; and so, in addition 

to saying Education is the only way forward, this 
commercial says—and it is a private sector ini-
tiative—it says, “Education is our Primary Phil-

anthropic Endeavor”. What a wonderful thought 
coming from a private sector institution! And lat-
er on in my presentation, I will challenge the pri-
vate sector, which I represented for many years, 

to take up that challenge as well.”  

Hon. Godwin Hulse delivering Keynote address at UB Graduation

Graduating University of Belize 17th Commencement Exercise

Continued on Page 11
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this year budgeted to spend 
$199,108, 256.00 on Educa-
tion. That’s a very large sum. It 
represents 25.6 percent of the 
total budgeted recurrent ex-
pense of the government for 
this year, which amounted to 
some 777 Million Dollars; and 
it represents 6.88 percent of 
GDP. Total Government bud-
geted expense is 26.9 percent of 
GDP, recurrent expense. Ladies 
and Gentlemen, the only other 
Ministries that come close to 
that size of budget is the Min-
istry of National Security with 
$97. 9 Million, or 12 percent of 
the Budget, and the Ministry 
of Health which follows with 
$95.4 Million, or also around 12 
percent of the Budget; and the 
fourth largest Ministry is mine 
with $22.3 Million, a mere 2.87 
percent of budgeted recurrent 
expenses. 

This shows that there is 
no question that government 
has given Education a signif-
icant priority, as indicated by 
these expenses budgeted, and 
which, in terms of percentages, 
far surpasses many of the devel-
oped countries of the World. A 
full 26 percent of the Budget is 
dedicated to Education. That’s 
a good thing, but the sad thing 
is that the PSE results just re-
leased are NOT encouraging. 

The ten year trend in En-
glish mean score has remained 
very stable, can you imagine 
that, with actual fluctuation 
showing only slight upward 
trend and hovers around 60 
percent. Math: the National 
mean score has remained more 
or less constant over the last ten 
years, again remaining between 
50 to 55 percent. Social Stud-
ies: the scores have remained, 
again, more or less steady for 
the last ten years, with a slight 
increase since 2008; again the 
mean score is 69 percent. 

Since 2008, the Science 
scores remain, again, more or 
less stable with satisfactory per-
formance, and they call satisfac-
tory performance a little greater 
than 60 percent. 

Ladies and gentlemen, it 
is NOT good enough. These fig-

ures are a reflection of the fact 
that in our Primary Schools the 
trained teachers are in the mi-
nority side of the population. It 
is reported that the number of 
children leaving Primary School 
who do not make it to High 
School is high, and similarly, 
many of those who make it to 
High School do NOT complete 
the course and do NOT make it 
to a junior college. The numbers 
are telling. 

Enrollment by district 
levels and gender show a dis-
mal picture as we move up the 
ladder of Education. Across the 
Country, for example, the 2012-

2013 School Year, Preschool had 
7,400 students of which 3,700 
were male and 3,600 were fe-
male. That’s a good start; a good 
start in Preschool! Primary 
School, 68 Thousand students, 
of which 35 Thousand were 
male and 33 Thousand were fe-
male; interesting, because we 
generally say the females out-
number the males, but the fig-
ures don’t show that for Primary 
School. Secondary School: 20.5 
Thousand students, of which 
9.8 Thousand were Male and 
10.6 Thousand were female. The 
females begin to catch up and in 
fact overtake the males when we 
get to Secondary School. Junior 
College had 3,818 students of 
which 1, 527 were Male and 2,291 
were female. The gap gets wider. 
A total of 100,540 students were 
enrolled in school, 50, 452 were 
male, 50,088 were female; just 
about equal. The trend is clear, 
although the number of boys 
and girls collectively across the 
country are just about the same, 

in Junior College the total num-
ber of students is a mere 3.8 per-
cent of the total student popu-
lation. And those who make it 
to UB and Galen and other Col-
leges are far fewer.

 Ladies and gentlemen, 
of the graduating class of 2013, 
Education is the only way for-
ward for Belize, so this position 
has got to change, and change 
quickly.

Now that I’ve fed you a lot 
of numbers, some of you might 
already be numbers fatigued, 
but I did so to make the point 
that we are in a difficult situa-
tion. Those who drop out or do 

not attend school at all are rele-
gated to a position in life where 
learning, the ability to think 
and reason, and the potential 
personal growth is very limited. 
And on many occasions these 
persons are treated in the work-
place a little above the way do-
mestic animals are treated. That 
is very sad, because for the most 
part, they will be dependent 
on someone or the state for the 
rest of their lives. This is NOT a 
healthy situation and a position 

no one should find himself in. 
It is demeaning, it robs the in-
dividual of human dignity, and 
it results in an angry individu-
al who for the most part feels 
he is taken advantage of either 
by other persons he considers 
better educated or the business 
persons who employ him, or 
even the state in his quest for 
services. The knowledge gap, 
then, between you graduates 
and those not in school or who 
barely finish Primary School or 
High School is very, very wide. 
Imagine the ignorance!  You 
the graduates of this 17th Com-
mencement exercise are the 
lucky ones. But I hasten to clar-
ify, lest you criticize me that by 
calling you lucky I intend to de-
value the hard work, long nights 
of study and personal sacrifice 
you have undergone to bring you 
to this point in your education, 
I do not; I congratulate you. But 
by lucky, I mean in the sense of 
opportunity, capacity and sup-
port which may not have been 
afforded to those who have not 
reached so far. This, then, ladies 
and gentlemen, graduates, is a 
good preface to my message to 
you, and the theme that I wish 
you to remember, again that, 
Education is the only way for-
ward for this Nation. Unless we 
set about to educate and train 
our population in all disciplines 
for proficiency, we as a nation 
will have a difficult time moving 
forward. We must step up our 
training in areas of science and 
technology, and I am glad to 
see UB is doing that; in arts and 
culture, in the Environment, in 
Social Sciences, in Agriculture, 
and I’m glad to see that school 

“The knowledge gap, then, between you 
graduates and those not in school or who barely 

finish Primary School or High School is very wide. 
Imagine the ignorance!  You the graduates of this 
17th Commencement exercise are the lucky ones. 

But I hasten to clarify, lest you criticize me that by 
calling you lucky I intend to devalue the hard work, 
long nights of study and personal sacrifice you have 
undergone to bring you to this point in your educa-
tion, I do not; I congratulate you. By lucky, I mean 
in the sense of opportunity, capacity and support 
which might not have been afforded to those who 

have not reached so far.”

Graduates and audience at Saturday’s Commencement Exercise 

Continued from Page 10
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“Protect Yourself At All Times!”
Law Enforcement Training for Safety and Survival Course   

Never before in the his-
tory of Belize’s law enforce-
ment authorities have our offi-
cers gotten as much training as 
they are receiving these days. 
It’s all part of determined and 
sustained effort by our Gov-
ernment and the departments 
and agencies in question, in 
conjunction with friendly na-

ing Academy in Belmopan, this 
one called the Law Enforce-
ment Training for Safety and 
Survival Course. 

The course which 
trained around 20 officers 
mainly from the Belize Police 
Department was facilitated by 
experts from the FBI Academy 
of the United States and ran 
from Monday June 17 to June 

22, 2013. 
Topics being covered in-

clude Vehicle Stop and Search; 
Defensive Tactics; Weapons 
Training, The Threat to Surviv-
al, The Psychology of Survival, 
Preparing for Physical Trauma; 
and Mental preparation for fear 
and stress.

At the close of the 

tions and international organi-
zations, to provide the essential 
training, impart valuable skills 
and instill the kind of discipline 
that will enable them to execute 
their functions in an intelligent 
and effective manner. 

This past week, yet an-
other such course was complet-
ed at the National Police Train-

A. Richard Rosado, Deputy  Commandant 
National Police Training Academy 

Bret Curtis, Assistant Legal Attaché 
at the United States Embassy 

Acting Director of Training, Senior 
 Superintendent Chester Williams

FBI Expert Instructing Belize Police Officers during Display 

Participants of the Safety and Survival Course receiving their certificates for completion of the Training 

Valuable Safety and Survival Skills being imparted by FBI Expert Continued on Page 13
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Law Enforcement Training for Safety and Survival Course   

skills acquired at the hands of 
the FBI experts who conduct-
ed to training. That lasted for 
two hours, from 9:00 AM to 
11:00 AM, and was followed by a 
short graduation ceremony for 
the 20 or so officers who under-
went the training.

Guest Speakers at the 
ceremony were Bret Curtis, 

course on Friday June 21, a 
physical display was conduct-
ed demonstrating the special 

Assistant Legal Attaché at the 
United States Embassy who 
was a facilitator of the course; 
and The Belize Police Force’s 
Acting Director of Training, 
Senior Superintendent Chester 
Williams.

In his remarks to the of-
ficers, Senior Superintendent 
Williams re-iterated to the of-
ficers the importance of the 
training they received empha-
sizing how essential it was for 
them to execute their jobs in an 
effective, but also a safe manner 
while they are on duty, thereby 
ensuring that they return to 
the comfort of their homes and 
families alive and unharmed.

He recounted the words 
of United States President 
Barack Obama who remarked 
that one of the most difficult 
things for him as Commander 
in Chief is to confront families 
with the news that one of their 
loved ones serving in the secu-
rity forces had been killed in 
the line of duty. 

Senior Superintendent 
Williams said he is sure that it 
is similarly an exceedingly dif-
ficult thing for our Minister of 
National Security and Police 
Commissioner to confront any 
of our Belizean families with 
news that their loved one has 
been killed in the line of duty. 
It is so important, then, he em-
phasized for you a law enforce-
ment officer to protect yourself 
at all times while on the job to 
ensure you families never have 
to receive such chocking and 
sad news.

Following his address, 
Senior Superintendent Chester 
joined Assistant Legal Attaché 
Bret Curtis in the presentation 
of certificates to all the partici-
pants of the course.

From among the partic-
ipants, Police Constable #1095 
Derek Ciego, delivered an ad-
dress as the most outstanding 
officer during the course. The 

Vote of Thanks at the end of 
the ceremony was delivered by 
Corporal # 349 Matthew Lo-
pez. Master of Ceremonies was 
Commandant of the National 
Police Training Academy, A. 
Richard Rosado.  

The display and gradua-
tion ceremony both took place 
at the National Police Training 
Academy in Belmopan.       

Derek Ciego 
Police Constable #1095  Matthew Lopez 

Police Corporal # 349

Participants of the Safety and Survival Course receiving their certificates for completion of the Training 

Police Officers during the display, instructed by FBI Experts

FBI Experts doing a demonstration in Safety and Survival Drills

Continued from Page 12
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is coming back, hospitality and 
management, governance and 
politics, and the various crafts 
and trades; I repeat, the various 
crafts and trades. 

The highest standards 
of education and training is re-
quired in these disciplines; the 
world expects and will accept no 
less. The job market is demand-
ing these skills, and unless our 
people can fulfill the require-
ments of these positions, em-
ployers will look outside our 
land and the meaningful jobs 
and attendant remuneration 
will migrate to foreign lands to 
seek those who are adequately 
prepared. As Minister of Labor, 
I can tell you, everyday, I am 
saddled with the responsibility 
of issuing work permits for peo-
ple to come in. 

I see in the audience, my 
colleague from BSI, and whose 
board I have served for many 
years, and in expanding the ca-
pacity of their mill, they were 
required to bring in welders 
from Mexico who are properly 
trained in that discipline. And 
although in Belize we say, oh, 
we have welders, what we have 
are people who have learned to 
strike an arc, not to weld. 

Gone are the days, la-
dies and gentlemen, of a clear 
distinction between academics 
and the crafts, where those who 
were considered smart entered 
the academic fields, and those 
not so gifted were relegated to 
some craft training where repe-
tition and brawn were the only 
criteria, and brain requirement 

was a minimal. Although this 
ignorance still persists, insti-
tutions such as UB must step 
up to the task of dispelling this 
notion and put in place specific 
training to enable a venture into 
these fields where the demand 
for excellence is at a premium. 
Today’s technology, and the jobs 
springing therefrom demand 
much higher levels of math, sci-
ence and language education 
than previously.  Gone, long 
gone are the days of the hammer 
and the sickle. And if you don’t 
believe me, take a look under 
any of today’s modern automo-
bile, and tell me which little boy 
who never went to school, who 
didn’t learn to read and write, 

can take on your 20,000 dollar 
vehicle and get it running prop-
erly. Take a look in your com-
puter, take a look at anything, 
check in at the Airport, and see 
how you are bombarded by high 
technology; your i-Pod, your 
i-Phone; no longer does learn-
ing a craft and trade cut it, but it 
starts from the high quality aca-
demic achievement in math and 
science. My able friend, Doctor 
Lewis, and I speak about it all 
the time.           

But, having said all of 
that, where do you graduates 
fit into all of this? After all, you 
have all already chosen your ca-
reer paths and blazed it to this 
point. I dare say, and I heard 
Doctor Fraser say so, that it is 
your social responsibility to 
help to lift the Nation out of this 
malaise. You have begun this 
task already by your individu-
al effort to this point. You have 
added to the collective wisdom 
and knowledge pool of the Na-
tion, for your passing out today 
has by extension improved the 
statistical education balance of 

the nation, by some 471, with 
the 43 honor students. 

But your job does not 
end here. You have an individ-
ual and a collective responsibil-
ity to lift this nation out of ig-
norance and poverty, for it is no 
secret that the poorest nations 
are the least educated ones, and 
our numbers of poverty are run-
ning pretty high. Make the con-
nection with our education per-
formance. I repeat, our levels of 
poverty are running very high; 
make that connection with our 
education performance at the 
Primary and Secondary and 
Tertiary levels! 

For if I may add, the old 
and famous quote from the Bi-

ble, quoted from the World 
English Bible, Luke Chapter 
12, Verse 48, where it says: “To 
whoever much is given, of him 
will much be required; and to 
whom much is entrusted, of 
him more will be asked.” Ladies 
and gentlemen, graduates, you 
have been given quite a bit, so a 
lot will be asked of you. 

One of the impediments, 
though, to expanding the 
knowledge base of the Country 
is cash; we need money for ev-
erything; for Education is not 
cheap, but you were fortunate to 
become recipients of the limit-

ed financial resources available 
to the State, for while many of 
you have paid, through  person-
al sacrifice and that of your par-
ents or other family members, 
your contribution to your credit 
hours, the state has also con-
tributed significantly to enable 
you to reach to this point. Let 
us not forget that. This includes 
not only the contribution the 
State has made to the Universi-
ty, but also time given off from 
work and study leave for public 
officers, which some of you have 
enjoyed. That is also a cost to 
the State. 

This, then, constitutes a 
debt to society, for it is the col-
lective funds of all the citizens 
of this Nation, rich and poor, 
trained or untrained, brilliant 
or uneducated, who through 
various taxes contribute to the 
Government revenue which has 
enabled the State to continue 
to support this institution and 
provide the education which 
you have received.

Graduates, you must 
now return to the very soci-
ety to make your contribution 
to enable those who come be-
hind you to also succeed. But 
it doesn’t stop there, you know. 
You must employ the knowl-
edge gained from this institu-
tion to work within our culture. 
I singled out Anna Petkau; and I 
will tell you why. 

To understand and make 
the linkages between your 
knowledge and the practices of 
our people in all spheres, while 
this is not easy, it is doable; for 
example to link our numerical 
thought process as a society 
with that of the numerical de-

“For if I may add, the old and famous quote 
from the Bible, quoted from the World English 
Bible, Luke Chapter 12, Verse 48, where it says: 

“To whoever much is given, of him will much 
be required; and to whom much is entrusted, 

of him more will be asked.” Ladies and gentle-
men, graduates, you have been given quite a 

bit, so a lot will be asked of you.” 

Hon. Godwin Hulse 
delivering Keynote address at

 the UB Graduation on Saturday 

Three of the ‘Lucky’ 471 Graduates last Saturday 

Continued from Page 11
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mands of a modern, technical 
and scientific world; and I’ll give 
you an example. I challenge you 
that none of us in this audience 
utilizes numbers to express our-
selves in the context of things 
we mean; we use it descriptively. 

For example, the Chair 
said to me, we’re on schedule; 
we’re moving pretty good be-
cause we have decided to fin-
ish by Noon. She didn’t say, it 
is now 20 minutes after Eleven; 
you should speak for 15 Minutes, 
so we can conclude by Twelve 
Noon. And so, when I tell time, I 
say, well, let me shut up because 
I have to try to get ready now so 
I could leave directly because I 
have to reach there soon. What 
number is in that? 

Or we say, oh boy, deh 
pipple rich, yuh know; deh di 
build wa big-time house. What 
number is in that? Or during 
the Cross Country, nuh worry 
boy, the bally just pass wah lee 
ways, eh nuh gaan far; wah lee 
while eh pass. What number is 
in that? 

And so, the challenge is to 
link that concept of our culture 
with the numerical expression 
required in a modern world. We 
use terms like, oh, that cost two 
times as much. The thing might 
have cost 6 thousand, and now 
it’s 7 thousand, but we say it cost 
two times as much. 

Or we say, much more. 
Indeed, there was a former 
Prime Minister who even said, 
Billion with a B.  And none of us 
fathomed what a Billion, Mil-
lion, Hundred Thousand was, 
it’s all the same number to us; it 
had a ONE in it.

The other cultural chal-
lenge we have, and I’m proud 
of the University to see that 
we graduated men today in the 
nursing field, congratulations 
to you! And I say to you, in this 
moment of gender discussion, 
you will be called doctors in the 
hospital, and the females, nurs-
es; because the poor females 
when they became doctors were 
called nurses; and that is part of 
what the gender policy aims to 
correct. 

And then you gentle-

men, when you begin to per-
form your duties as nurses, 
you are on the thin edge of the 
wedge and the slippery slope of 
being called other things gender 
wise; be careful. 

And my dear, now de-
ceased mother, whom I loved 
very much, challenged me one 
time when I brought a friend 
home who was a doctor, a den-
tist, very qualified, capable 
woman; and although she was a 
very modern lady, she said cho 
man, your friend da doctor? 
Weh kind a thing that? She da 
gial; she da must nurse. How eh 
wa be Doctor? That notion still 
exists, you know. 

You also have a respon-
sibility to dispense truth based 
on facts, and not assume truth 

based on innuendos, gossip, 
hearsay, or worse, ignorance; for 
only true facts on any situation 
will educate our people and take 
our nation forward (applause). 

You have a responsibili-
ty to dispel ignorance wherever 
you encounter it, with so many 
persons expounding so many 
things with great confidence 
and making gospel of it, and 
therefore, you have a require-
ment to challenge those who 
would continue to perpetrate 
misinformation, for to allow it 
to continue is to acquiesce, to 
and condone the relegation of 
our people to a lifetime of con-
tinuing darkness. 

You have seen the light 
and hold the candle in your 
hand. You must not hide it from 
the darkness, but stand tall and 
let it shine. You have a respon-
sibility to enlighten your breth-
ren with the correct informa-
tion; that is how you teach and 
help to educate the Nation, for 
knowledge and information is 
power. Pass it on and empower 

the Nation. It is not necessary 
to be a teacher in an established 
school in order to educate our 
fellowmen, for all of us who 
have knowledge in whatever 
discipline are teachers at home, 
in the workplace and through-
out our daily lives.

You must therefore learn 
to take a proper stand against ig-
norance, for as the saying goes, 
“If you do not stand for some-
thing you will fall for anything.” 

Therefore, graduates, 
stand tall and make a difference!  
Graduates, this is you challenge, 
indeed, it is all of our challenge, 
it is not only up to the state but 
it is up to the private sector as 
well—and that is why I started 
with the quote from Intel—the 
NGO’s and the Churches. 

The Churches are play-
ing their role in the ongoing 
church state partnership, but 
it is the responsibility of all of 
these institutions and all of us 
to participate in educating this 
nation. It is up to every one of 
us who have had the good for-
tune through the opportunities 
provided to us. Encourage the 
young to stay in school! Encour-
age the private sector to pitch in. 

Again, when I was at 
the Royal Bank of Canada, they 
trained their people. A compa-
ny I’m extremely proud of, BSI, 
trains it people at all levels. 

Many students started there at 
the bottom and studied all the 
way up to accountants and en-
gineers. Private sector has that 
responsibility. 

The teachers: encourage 
your colleagues who are teach-
ers to get the proper training. 
We cannot continue to have 
untrained teachers in schools. 
Imagine, the blind teaching you 
to walk straight. We must get 
our teachers trained, and post 
haste. 

For you, yourselves, all 
of you must enlighten and seek 
that knowledge. And finally, I 
challenge you to correct misin-
formation, whether it is on ra-
dio, television or the print me-
dia, whenever you encounter 
it. There is no point in saying, 
Senator Hulse, you know weh 
they the say da noh soh? So, why 
don’t you pick up the phone, 
and call the station, and call the 
talk show host, and introduce 
yourself with confidence, stand 
tall and say, the piece of infor-
mation you just gave is inaccu-
rate; this is the correct informa-
tion? Please, I’m getting old and 
tired. Don’t leave it to me alone! 

Your challenge: to cor-
rect information whenever it 
is misrepresented. That is how 
you educate the Nation. That is 
your challenge as you go about 
your daily lives, and it should 
become your mission, for I want 
you to remember that, Educa-
tion is the only way forward 
for Belize. 

Graduates, ladies and 
gentlemen, I hope I’ve stuck to 
my time; God Bless you, Hap-
py Fathers Day to the proud fa-
thers, husbands, male relatives 
of the graduates, and especially 
to the fathers among you gradu-
ates (applause). Thank you!                                                                                                                                     

“You have seen the light and hold the candle in 
your hand. You must not hide it from the dark-
ness, but stand tall and let it shine. You have a 
responsibility to enlighten your brethren with 
the correct information; that is how you teach 
and help to educate the Nation, for knowledge 

and information is power. Pass it on 
and empower the Nation.” 

More graduates, among those who have presumably “seen the light” 

Continued from Page 14
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Elections and Boundaries Department 
Results of Village Council Elections - June 16 , 2013  
Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected

Date Received Polled Votes Votes
772 0

Wayne Miller Chairperson 303 Elected
Mineli Young Chairperson 235
Marcial Alamina Chairperson 29
Cresencio E. Arceo Chairperson 109
Phillip Guizar Chairperson 53

3673
Enelda Rosado Member 414 Elected
Tracie Young Member 315 Elected
Julian Rosado Member 298 Elected
Ilda Marin Member 270 Elected
Ralph Humes Member 258 Elected
Raul Young Member 243 Elected
Eugenia Heredia Member 218
Fernando Sosa Member 202
Oscar Delgado Member 164
Cary Canto Member 203
Veronica Young Member 211
Ricardo Alcala Member 122
Charles Young Member 98
Stephanie Arce Member 108
Carlos Arce Member 87
Arturo A. Cartagena Member 99
Harry Young Member 82
Vanessa Smith Member 212

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

Bermudian
 Landing Sean Nicholas Chairperson Uncontested

Jesse Young Member Uncontested
Dean Young Member Uncontested
Joan Castillo Member Uncontested
Geraldine Joseph Member Uncontested
Renee Joseph Member Uncontested
Nadia Bood Member Uncontested

BELIZE DISTRICT

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

BELIZE DISTRICT

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

6/16/2013

Caye Caulker

43

69

6/16/2013

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

Double Head 
Cabbage Winford Broaster Chairperson Uncontested

Eldon Logan Member Uncontested
Terrence Flowers Member Uncontested
Tanesha Banner Member Uncontested
Kene Broaster Member Uncontested
Ethel Garcia Member Uncontested
Richard McCullock Member Uncontested

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

Flowers Bank
Clinton Rhaburn Chairperson Uncontested

Dorla Rhaburn Member Uncontested
Shedrack Hendy Member Uncontested
Vetaline Mitchell Member Uncontested
Diane Baldwin Member Uncontested
Sharon Robinson Member Uncontested
Irene Rhaburn Member Uncontested

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

Isabella bank 30
Dudley Hendy Chairperson 24 Elected
Frederick Guy Chairperson 6

Loretta Hendy Member Uncontested
Melanie Revers Member Uncontested
Jonathan Madrill Jr. Member Uncontested
Giselle Banner Member Uncontested
Marcia Banner Member Uncontested

BELIZE DISTRICT

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

6/16/2013

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

6/16/2013

BELIZE DISTRICT

6/16/2013

BELIZE DISTRICT

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

Orlando Salas Member Uncontested

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

Rancho Dolores
Lin Smith Chairperson Uncontested

Julia Pook Member Uncontested
Rosalind Joseph Member Uncontested
Daria Thompson Member Uncontested
Tanisha Pook Member Uncontested
Micha Villanueva Member Uncontested
Roman Pott Member Uncontested

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

Scotland 74
Halfmoon Marvin A. Pook Chairperson 44 Elected

Emmanuel O. Dawson Chairperson 26

354

Noah J. Vasquez Member 56 Elected
Wain Moody Member 63 Elected
Rosita McFadzean Member 57 Elected
Anne M. Ortiz Pook Member 50 Elected
Raquel Burgess Member 50 Elected
Derrick Lodge Member 55 Elected
Olivia O. Rhaburn Member 21

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

81 2
Clifton S. Neal Chairperson 32 Elected
Rupert R. Batty Chairperson 18
Germaine D. Thompson Chairperson 30

406
Justin  C. Revers Member 47 Elected
Trecia L. Casasola Member 36 Elected

6/16/2013

BELIZE DISTRICT

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

BELIZE DISTRICT

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

6/16/2013

2

4

St. Pauls Bank

BELIZE DISTRICT

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

1

Eddison D. Cassasola Member 37 Elected
Leticia L. Fermin Member 32 Elected
Glenroy G. Fermin Member 32 Elected
Ellis J. Gray Member 31 Elected
Olga Martinez Member 20
Rupert H. Ledlon Member 28
Valda Batty Member 17
Evette A. Joseph Member 24
Pamela S. Fermin Member 24
Jaquelin P. Casasola Member 30
Denise M. Casasola Member 29
Kitdalia S. Casasola Member 18

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

Willows Bank
Daphne McFadzean Chairperson Uncontested

Carolyn August Member Uncontested
Dorian Gabb Member Uncontested
Natalie Palacio Member Uncontested
Jo Ellen McFadzean Member Uncontested
Dwight Gabb Member Uncontested
Derrick McFadzean Member Uncontested

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

Lemonal 46
Rodney Banner Chairperson 26 Elected
Frederick Reynolds Chairperson 13

184

Olive Banner Member 28 Elected
Dawn Banner Member 29 Elected
Maggie Perez Member 27 Elected
Gloria Banner Member 27 Elected
Denfield Bull Member 27 Elected
Kenroy Reynolds Member 26 Elected

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

6/16/2013

1

6/16/2013

6/16/2013

7

4

BELIZE DISTRICT

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

BELIZE DISTRICT

John Anthony Member 16

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

990 3
Albert Magdaleno Chairperson 567 Elected
Reginald Williams Chairperson 14
Clive Hyde Chairperson 50
Froyla Elda Tzalam Chairperson 308

5445
Shanine Martinez Member 536 Elected
Raymond Usher Member 568 Elected
Emroy Castillo Member 541 Elected
Fiona Rivero Member 539 Elected
Sarita Gill Member 543 Elected
Michael Ortiz Member 537 Elected
Lindsay Garbutt Member 352
Martha Humes Member 361
Khalid El-amin Member 387
Taneshia Gabourel Member 353
Michael Flowers Member 338
David Mccullock Member 343

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

125 1
Mauricio Aguilar Chairperson 71 Elected
Ruben Arevalo Chairperson 44

590
Martha Alvarez Member 66 Elected
Daisy Corado Member 64 Elected
Noel Vasquez Member 64 Elected
Federico Yanes Member 71 Elected
Francisco Arevalo Member 69 Elected
Manuelita Murrillos Member 44 Elected
Karen E. Gonzalez Member 40
Jorge E. Ruano Member 38
Vilma Yanes Member 39
Mario Zepeda Member 43
Gabino Cau Member 39

47

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

6/16/2013

Ladyville

51

13

ORANGE WALK DISTRICT

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

6/16/2013

Indian Church

10

BELIZE DISTRICT

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

San Carlos 70
Thomas Reyes Chairperson 41 Elected
Cristino Perez Chairperson 29

Yony R. Melchor Member Uncontested
Artemio A. Santos Member Uncontested
Walter O. Hernandez Member Uncontested
Jose M. Monjes Member Uncontested
Julio Perez Member Uncontested
Maritza F. Perez Member Uncontested

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

Elmer Jose Flores Chairperson Uncontested

Arcelia Rodriguez Member Uncontested
Maritza Patt Member Uncontested
Zair Osorio Member Uncontested
Juan M. Gutierrez Member Uncontested
Kamelia Cansino Member Uncontested
Alexander Cruz Member Uncontested

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

Joel Armstrong Chairperson Uncontested

Eleanor Briceno Member Uncontested
Virginia Bradley Member Uncontested
Angel Vasquez Member Uncontested
Dionicio Alonzo Sr. Member Uncontested
Eric Martinez Member Uncontested
Oscar Vasquez Member Uncontested

6/16/2013

ORANGE WALK DISTRICT

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

ORANGE WALK DISTRICT

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

6/16/2013

San Estevan

6/16/2013

Tower Hill

ORANGE WALK DISTRICT

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

423 5
Rosetta Williams Chairperson 231 Elected
David Mcdougall Chairperson 184

2359
William R. Tate Member 244 Elected
Kenroy Myvett Member 239 Elected
Sherry Bennett Member 227 Elected
Ernest Young Member 229 Elected
Glen Tucker Member 235 Elected
Wilbert Vasquez Member 232 Elected
William Jones Member 176
Francine Vasquez Member 155
Myrtle Jones Member 143
Melvin Jones Member 154
Albert Pandy Member 162
Elsworth Vasquez Member 151

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

268 0
Carlos Monterozo Chairperson 130 Elected
Moses Waight Chairperson 127

1486
Celia I. Chan Member 128 Elected
Juan P. Lara Member 127 Elected
Julian Mai Member 126 Elected
Hugo I. Ruano Member 124 Elected
Antonio A. Madrid Member 123 Elected
Miguel A. Figueroa Member 123 Elected
Carlos R. Ruano Member 121
Emilio M. Lizama Jr. Member 121
Paul Ruano Member 121
Rigoberto Hernandez Member 122
Elsa M. Figueroa Member 119
Nicolas F. Rivera Member 118

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected

12

CAYO DISTRICT

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

6/16/2013

Georgeville

8

CAYO DISTRICT

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

CAYO DISTRICT

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

6/16/2013

El Progresso

11

13

Date Received Polled Votes Votes
347 0

Bernard Lemott Chairperson 158 Elected
Laura Garcia Chairperson 76
Edward Arthurs Chairperson 105

1861
Herman Morales Member 146 Elected
Jason Middleton Member 133 Elected
Walter Milian Member 120 Elected
Arlene Brown Member 124 Elected
Juan Martinez Member 124 Elected
Patricia Peterson Member 116 Elected
Lucas Middleton Member 103
Reina Cornelio Member 108
Robert Arthurs Member 97
Angela Gongora Member 110
Orlando Gongora Member 103
Albert Rhaburn Member 99
Melvin E. Martinez Member 86
Cilbia Martinez Ramirez Member 82
Ermelinda M. Gongora Member 68
Merlin S. Pineda Member 90
Paul P. Usher Member 75
Rolando Revolorio Member 67

10

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

6/16/2013

Ontario

8

Eddison D. Cassasola Member 37 Elected
Leticia L. Fermin Member 32 Elected
Glenroy G. Fermin Member 32 Elected
Ellis J. Gray Member 31 Elected
Olga Martinez Member 20
Rupert H. Ledlon Member 28
Valda Batty Member 17
Evette A. Joseph Member 24
Pamela S. Fermin Member 24
Jaquelin P. Casasola Member 30
Denise M. Casasola Member 29
Kitdalia S. Casasola Member 18

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

Willows Bank
Daphne McFadzean Chairperson Uncontested

Carolyn August Member Uncontested
Dorian Gabb Member Uncontested
Natalie Palacio Member Uncontested
Jo Ellen McFadzean Member Uncontested
Dwight Gabb Member Uncontested
Derrick McFadzean Member Uncontested

Election No. of Votes Total Votes Spoilt Rejected
Date Received Polled Votes Votes

Lemonal 46
Rodney Banner Chairperson 26 Elected
Frederick Reynolds Chairperson 13

184

Olive Banner Member 28 Elected
Dawn Banner Member 29 Elected
Maggie Perez Member 27 Elected
Gloria Banner Member 27 Elected
Denfield Bull Member 27 Elected
Kenroy Reynolds Member 26 Elected

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

6/16/2013

1

6/16/2013

6/16/2013

7

4

BELIZE DISTRICT

Village Candidates Name Position Remarks

BELIZE DISTRICT

End of Village Council Elections 2013
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Honorable John Saldivar Assists Fire Victims 
Help in a Time of Need 

Minister of National 
Security and Area Representa-
tive for Belmopan, Hon. John 
Saldivar, today visited two 

families in the Salvpan area of 
Belmopan, whose homes were 
completely burnt down in an 
accidental fire.

Accompanied by NEMO 
Belmopan Coordinator, Mrs. 
Clare Moody, Hon. Saldivar 
took a number of items, in-

cluding food and clothing, for 
the two families. After assess-
ing their situation, Minister 
Saldivar is arranging temporary 

lodging for the two displaced 
families through the Ministry 
of Human Development and 
Social Transformation. Mean-
while, the Minister says, he will 

also ensure that the two families 
receive all the assistance they 
need to rebuild their homes.

One of the families is 
that of Alonzo Chamul, 32, and 
Yolanda Tahuit, 24, who have 
three children. 

The other family is that 
of Yolanda Saquic, 46, along 
with three minors who were 
also living in her residence.

The two families ex-

pressed gratitude to Hon. 
Saldivar, NEMO Coordinator 
Clare Moody, and the Govern-
ment of Belize for so quickly 
and compassionately respond-
ing to their plight and address-
ing their unfortunate situation.

The National Cel-
ebrations Commission an-
nounces the theme for the 
2013 September Celebrations. 

The theme for  this year 
is: BELIZE IN YOU, BELIZE 
IN ME, LAND OF THE FREE. 

This theme will now 
anchor the celebrations for 
our 214th Anniversary of the 
Battle of St. George’s Caye 
and the 32nd Anniversary 
of Belize’s Independence. 

The theme was submitted 

by Jeanelle Mencias of Belmopan 
City, among over 125 other en-
tries from around the Country. 

This theme was selected 
as the Commission believes it 
engenders a spirit of personal 
pride and nationalism about 
being Belize and Belizean. 

The theme represents 
synergies with other themes and 
slogans currently being used to 
position the country nationally 
and internationally. Overall,the 
selected theme encourages na-

tional unity and a call to recog-
nize what is Belize in all of us.

The Commission en-
courages and invites all Be-
lizeans, citizens, organizations, 
schools and businesses, to in-
corporate the theme and its 
significance into their prepara-
tions  and celebrations  for the 
National Celebrations this year.

The winner will be 
awarded One Thousand Be-
lize Dollars (BZ$1000.00)
at a date to be announced.

BELIZE IN YOU, BELIZE IN ME, LAND OF THE FREE

National Celebration Theme Chosen 
Winning Submission by Belmopan’s Own Jeanelle Mencias 

Belmopan’s Jeanelle Mencias 

Mrs. Clare Moody taking note of the needs of the Fire Victims 

Fire Victims flanked by Hon. Saldivar and NEMO Rep. Clare Moody 

Fire Victim on the site of the homes destroyed by the blaze 

Adults and young Children displaced by the Fire 
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UDP Expresses Thanks for Strong Support in Village Council Elections

Results of Village Council Elections 2013
Sunday, June 16, 2013

Week 6 UDP PUP Ind. UDP PUP Ind. 
ORANGE WALK DISTRICT REP Seats UDP PUP Ind. Chair Chair Chair Mbrs. Mbrs. Mbrs.
San Estevan**(Uncontested) DG 7 7 0 0 1 0 0 6 0 0
Indian  Church JM 7 7 0 0 1 0 0 6 0 0
San Carlos (Uncontested) JM 7 7 0 0 1 0 0 6 0 0
Tower Hill (Uncontested) OB 7 7 0 0 1 0 0 6 0 0

BELIZE DISTRICT
Caye Caulker** Ma H 7 5 2 0 1 0 0 4 2 0
Ladyville** Mi H 7 7 0 0 1 0 0 6 0 0
Bermudian Landing (UC) EC 7 7 0 0 1 0 0 6 0 0
Double Head Cabbage (UC) EC 7 7 0 0 1 0 0 6 0 0
Flowers Bank (Uncontested) EC 7 7 0 0 1 0 0 6 0 0
Isabella Bank EC 7 7 0 0 1 0 0 6 0 0
Rancho Dolores (Uncontested) EC 7 7 0 0 1 0 0 6 0 0
Scotland Half Moon EC 7 7 0 0 1 0 0 6 0 0
St. Paul's Bank EC 7 6 1 0 1 0 0 5 1 0
Willows Bank (Uncontested) EC 7 7 0 0 1 0 0 6 0 0
Lemonal EC 7 7 0 0 1 0 0 6 0 0

CAYO DISTRICT
Georgeville** RM 7 7 0 0 1 0 0 6 0 0
El Progresso RM 7 6 1 0 1 0 0 5 1 0
Ontario* MG 7 0 0 7 0 0 1 0 0 6

18 Villages 126 115 4 7 17 0 1 98 4 6

Results of Village Council Elections 2013

UDP PUP Ind. UDP PUP Ind. 
Villages Seats UDP PUP Ind. Chair Chair Chair Mbrs. Mbrs. Mbrs.

Week 1 44 302 202 92 8 28 14 2 174 78 6
Week 2 43 301 189 93 19 23 17 3 165 77 16
Week 3 33 231 166 57 8 23 8 2 143 49 6
Week 4 35 245 183 55 7 27 7 1 156 48 6
Week 5 16 112 82 30 0 12 4 0 70 26 0
Week 6 18 126 115 4 7 17 0 1 98 4 6

189 1317 937 331 49 130 50 9 806 282 40

Difference Seats 606 Chair 80 Mbrs. 524

PRESS RELEASE
The United Demo-

cratic Party (UDP) this week 
records another set of over-
whelming victories at the polls 
in the sixth and final week of 
village council elections 2013.

On Sunday, June 16, 2013, 
elections were held in 18 villages 
in Orange Walk, Cayo and the 
Belize districts. The UDP was 
victorious in 17 of the 18 villag-
es will full slates in 15 of them 
and majority of five and six in 
the remaining three villages. 
The remaining village, Ontario 
in the Cayo South constituency, 
elected an independent slate.

After six weeks of village 
council elections in 189 villages, 
UDP Chairpersons were elect-

ed in 130 villages while 50 and 
9 went to the opposition and 
independent candidates respec-
tively. The UDP captured an im-
pressive 937 or over 71% of the 
total 1,317 seats countrywide.

The UDP expresses 
heartfelt thank you to rural vot-
ers countrywide for the clear 
expression of confidence in the 
leadership of the United Dem-
ocratic Party. We thank every-
one who came out each week 
and labored to secure repeated 
victories over the past six weeks.

The UDP especial-
ly appreciates the peaceful 
manner in which the elec-
tions were conducted and for 
this we thank everyone who 
participated in the process.

LeBron James Leads Miami Heat 
to Second Straight NBA Title

LeBron James and the 
Miami Heat are on top of the 
world for the second straight 
year after the team repeated as 
NBA champions, beating the 
San Antonio Spurs in a decisive 
seventh game Thursday night.

James, 28, repeated as 
Finals MVP after he scored 37 
points, grabbed 12 rebounds 
and took control of the game 
during the final minutes before 
ultimately prevailing over 
the Spurs in Miami, 95-88. 
James was the catalyst when 
it counted the most with the 
Heat clinging to a two-point 
lead with 30 seconds left. James 
nailed a jumper to make it 92-
88 with 27.9 seconds left on the 
clock. Moments later he stole 
the ball and was fouled in the 
process. James, often dubbed 
King James, hit both foul shots 
to put Miami up six with 23.5 

By ANTHONY CASTELLANO

June 21, 2013, 

seconds remaining. The sea of 
Miami Heat fans, all dressed in 
white, began celebrating as the 
clock ticked down to zero.

The win capped off 
another stellar season in James’ 
already storied career. He led 
Miami to a 66-18 regular season 
record and captured his fourth 

straight league MVP trophy. 
As fans and sports pundits 
continue to compare him with 
the all-time greats like Michael 
Jordan, James is not listening to 
any of it.

“Listen, I can’t worry 
about what everybody says 
about me,” James said, holding 

the NBA title and his Finals MVP 
award. “I’m LeBron James, from 
Akron, Ohio, from the inner 
city. I’m not even supposed to 
be here. That’s enough.

“Every night I walk into 
the locker room, I see a No. 6 
with James on the back, I’m 
blessed. So what everybody says 
about me off the court, don’t 
matter. I ain’t got no worries.”

The Heat became the 
NBA’s first repeat champions 
since the Los Angeles Lakers 
in 2009-10, and the first team 
to beat the Spurs in the NBA 
Finals. Dwyane Wade scored 23 
points and won his third NBA 
title. Shane Battier had 18 on six 
3-pointers.

The series clinching 
game followed Tuesday night’s 
wild Game 6, where the Heat 
rallied late to push the game into 
overtime and force a seventh 
game.
 (Reprinted from  ABC News) 

LeBron James of the Miami Heat, Back to Back NBA Champions
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Major Works in the Capital 

Police United Fans, including Deputy Commissioner Elodio Aragon

Registration Form Available for download at: http://sdrv.ms/15PQLon

Now Accepting Applications!
is

for 2013-2014 School Year
*A Guaranteed Quality *

Early Childhood Education:

- Emphasis on learning 

through play to develop:

. Pre-math

. Pre-reading

. Motor Skills

. Motor Skills

. Communication Skills

. Social skills

Located at #2 Mount Mossey St.
Habet Housing Area, City of 

Belmopan
*Family-Oriented*

- Ensure development of strong 
Parent-Teacher’s relations

- Provide constant feedback
- Encourage Family Involvement

*Safe & Positive *
Child-centered environment

-Stimulating Classroom 
Environment

- Outdoor playground
- Fenced grounds

Call 610-0270 for More Information 

Find us on Facebook!
or to setup a visit to our school.

Two programs:
* Level II * 

(4 year olds)
 8:30 am - 11:30 am

*Level I *
(3 year olds)

12:30 pm - 3:00 pm12:30 pm - 3:00 pm

Monday to Friday

A to Z Learning Tree Preschool

Quick Response to Infrastruture Damage 
The Result of Flooding by Tropical Depression 2 

By the end of the 
week it was hard-
ly news for most 
of us who were 
not directly im-

pacted, but the flooding caused 
by Tropical Depression 2 of 
2013 earlier in the week posed 
significant challenges for res-
idents in Southern Belize, 
particularly the Stann Creek 
District, and significant losses 
were definitely incurred in ag-
riculture and personal property.
      What was also signifi-
cantly impacted by the flooding 
as a result of TD 2 was the public 
Road Infrastructure in the South 
as large portions of the High-
way in the Stann Creek Valley 

(Sarawee and Hope Creek) were 
under water for hours. On Mon-
day, near Mile 31 on the Southern 
Highway, between the villages 
of Georgetown and Red Bank, 
a portion of the road was col-
lapsing as the culverts caved in. 

The situation was speed-
ily addressed as a private com-
pany, AL Construction Lim-
ited, filled in for the Ministry 
of Works, excavating the spot, 
replacing the culverts and re-
storing the road to trafficable 
condition within a few hours. 

The Images we bring 
you were provided by AL Con-
struction Limited, specifi-
cally Mr. Apolino Chun, the 
company’s Office Manager.   

Images of the Damaged Infrastructure on the Southern Highway around Mile 31, and Machinery at Work from A L Construction Limited  

Culverts already replaced and road restored to trafficable condition
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Esperanza’s Gentle 
Touch football women are 
4 times national women’s 
champions, and it showed as they 
tamed the Ladyville Jaguars 3-1 in 
Ladyville on Sunday, June 16. 
The ‘Ranza girls steam-rollered 
over the Ladyville ladies with 

Gentle Touch of Esperanza tames Ladyville Jaguars
Atlantic Bank Female Football

Kimberly “Brazilian” Pe-
rez and Indira Spain lead-
ing the attack, backed 
up by midfielders Sham-
era Wade, Ethlene Gen-
tle, Cynthia Salazar and 

Abby Halliday. They proved 
too much for the Jag-
uars’ defenders Alma 
Alarcon, Mercedes Choc, 
Sara Arzu and Brith-

ney Nunez to handle, as 
Ethlene Perez embar-
rassed the Ladyville goal-
ie Imelda Alarcon with 
Ranza’s 1st goal. 
The hosts might have been in for 
a 12-0 schooling were it not for the 

Ranza’s sweeper Peaches Gentle 
cleared away any threat, while the 
other defenders Shan-
non Gentle, Marsha “Nin-
ja” Stevens and Eden Gentle 

held the Jaguars at bay until the 
hosts won a free kick. Kara Kisling 
sailed the ball over Ran-
za’s goalie Myreinne  
Drysdale  just  under the 
crossbar for the  equal-
izer before the half. 

goal, Ranza now led 2-1. 
The Ladyville defend-
ers’ desperation grew, so 
much so that they took 
down Perez inside the 18-yd box, 
and the referee awarded Ranza a 
penalty, which Abby Halliday 
converted for the 3-1 win.

Triple B’s & Tole-
do Scorpions draw 1-1 in At-
lantic Bank female football 
 Belmopan, June 15, 2013. 

 (Ladyville Village, Fathers Day, Sunday, June 16, 2013)

reinforcements they had 
recruited from the Be-
lize district champions, 
the  SMART Millenni-
um girls. These includ-
ed strikers Shinelle Gentle 
and Sheriann “Baby” Tracy, and 
Kara Kisling who led the Jaguars’ 
attacks with the help of 
midfielders Claudia Mar-
tinez, Gloria Garcia 
and Sherrie Gillett. 

 After the break, the Ranza girls 
brought in fresh reinforcements: 
Vashne Gentle and Cin-
dy Fuentes, while Mer-
tell Bailey took over for 
Ladyville’s  Gloria Garcia. Ranza’s 
speedy Kimberly Perez ran rings 
round the Jaguars’ defenders, and 
they had no answer to Cynthia 
Salazar’s long-range bounc-
er that bounced over 
Alarcon’s head into the 

 Indira Spain of Gentle Touch

 Cynthia Salazar of Esperanza

 Claudia Martinez of Ladyville 

 Zandra Gentle of Esperanza  Shamera Wade vs Sara Arzu 

 Abby Halliday converts Penalty

 Perez of Gentle Touch attacks 

 Mercedes Choc of Gentle Touch Defends 

 Alma Alarcon of Ladyville 
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Belmopan’ Triple B and Toledo’s Scorpions Draw
Atlantic Bank Female Football

The Football Federation 
of Belize Stadium in Belmo-
pan is the only FIFA standard 
stadium in Belize and it was a 
fitting venue for the kickoff of 
the FFB’s national football tour-

 (FFB Stadium in Belmopan, Saturday June 15, 2013)  

nament, sponsored by Atlantic 
bank last Saturday, where they 
Toledo Scorpions held the Tri-
ple B’s of Belmopan to a 1-1 draw 

last Saturday. 
The Triple B’s looked 

to exploit the home-field ad-
vantage to the fullest as Shirley 

Codd and Iris Senteno led their 
attack with the help of mid-
fielders Janisha Scott, Sabrina 
Eiley, Zulma Ortega and Kaya 
Cattouse but the Scorpions’ de-

fenders gave no quarter as Eileen 
Graham, Ana Gutierrez, Kristie 
Samuels and Jimayma Martinez 
cleared away every threat, and 
goalie Ravina Aleman handled 
other challenges.

Triple B’s Janisha Scott 
found the chink in this defense 
to embarrass Aleman with the 
first goal, but it was not long be-
fore scorpions’ Sherise Paulino 
delivered the equalizer for the 
visitors, much to the embarrass-

ment of goalie Idania Ramirez, 
and both squads walked off the 
field in an uneasy 1-1 draw at t 
the half. 

 The Scorpions tried to 
turn up the heat in the 2nd half 
with Melanie Gamboa lead-
ing the attack with the help of 
midfielders Brenda Alvarado, 

Roxanna Alvarado, Maylin Mar-
tinez and Patricia Ical, but the 
Triple B’s defenders Shadalee 
Ho, Rashida Guerra, Dianelle 
Guzman and Beatrice Requena 
had locked up shop to give upon 
more goals. Scorpions coach 
Oscar Burke introduced Kira 
Lambey to replace Ical while 
Triple B’s coach Kent Gabourel 
Sr. brought in Fabiola Velasquez 
off the bench for Zulma Ortega, 
but there was no quarter asked 

nor given and the capital city 
girls had to settle for a 1-1 draw. 

The Ladyville Jaguars 
visit Sugar City Girls host the at 
the Peoples’ Stadium while the 
Dangriga Pumas visit the Scor-

pions at Toledo Union Field, 
when the tournament contin-
ues on Sunday, June 23.

 Ana Gutierrez of Scorpions  Triple B’s Shadalee Ho defends

 Shirley Codd of Belmopan vs 
Maylin Martinez of Toledo 

 Sherise Paulino of Scorpions
 Kaya Cattouse of Triple B vs 
Maylin Martinez of Scorpions  

 Scorpion’s Roxanna Alvarado

 Rasheda Guerra of Triple B controls 

 Scorpion’s Eileen Graham 
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Volley Ball in the Old Capital
Lady Jaguars, Telemedia, Belize Bank & Rebels win

The Lady Jaguars, 
Telemedia, Belize 
Bank and the Home 
Protector Rebels  
all enjoyed big wins 

when the Belize City volleyball 

competition organized by the 
Belize District Volleyball Asso-
ciation at the Belize Elementa-
ry School auditorium contin-
ued on Saturday evening, June 
15. 

The Lady Jaguars took 
on the Belize National Under-16 
Female Selection with Tishelle 
Solis, Shantel Arnold, Zair Gar-
butt and Marissa Williams ham-
mering kills at the net on balls 
set by Tanesha Encalada and 
Sherylee Thurton to win the 

1st set: 25-9. Shameika Frank-
lin, Nayala Tun, Gianna Brown 
and Kori Deigo led the U-16 
counterattacks scoring points 
on balls set by Karen Quan and 
Mya Musa, with Kandyce Bruns, 
Karina Bernard and Juel Lewis 
taking the court in the second 
set, but  the Lady Jaguars won 
the 2nd set: 25-17. 

Alexis Burns came off 
the U-16 bench to join the fray 
in the 3rd set, but the Jaguars’ 
libero Tisha Solis was rotating 
into the game to receive and 
Alina Scott, Bianca McFadzean 
and Roberta “Bobby Lee” Usher 
took the court to crush the U-16 
girls 25-10 in the 3rd set. 

Defending interoffice 
champs Belize Telemedia came 
out flat in the 1st set of their 
game with First Caribbean In-
vestment Bank as Cojac Smith, 
Caryl Meighan, Anthony Mc-
field and Glen Smith spiked, 
blocked and ticked the ball over 
the net on plays set by Gina Re-
quena and Irene Hernandez to 
win the first set 25-22. 

Eros Dawson, Otis Cloth-
er, Victor Hernandez and Rash-
eed Pollard rallied the Teleme-
dia counterattack with the help 
of Emily Turner setting the ball 
and Libero Amir Arnold rotat-
ing into the game on defence to 

win the 2nd set: 25-14, and they 
took the 3rd set 15-10. 

Caribbean Tires also 
dominated the 1st set of their 
game with Belize Bank as 
Charles Canton, and Anthony 
Tun spiked and hit, while Emil 
Torres and Christopher smith 
blocked on plays set by Char-
lee Canton and Irene Sanchez 

to win the 1st set 26-24. Cody 
Kuylen rallied the Belize Bank 
recovery in the 2nd set with the 
help of Martin Gongora, Chris 
McGann and Brian Herrera 
scoring hits at the net on plays 
set by Judith Hoare to take the 
2nd set 26-24. And they toughed 
it out in the 3rd set: 15-10. 

In the male competition, 
the defending champs, Home 
Protector Rebels led by Tariq 
“Soup” Campbell, made short 
work of the upstart challeng-

ers, the Scorpions, dominating 
the 1st and 2nd sets: 25-22 and 
25-19. The Scorpions had to go 
to extra points to win the 3rd 
set 26-24, but the Rebels took it 
away in the 4th set: 25-16. 

 Emily Turner 

 Eros Dawson Spikes

Judy Hoare Receives 

 Lady Jaguars Serving 

 Lady Jaguars of Ladyville 

 Belize Telemedia Wins 

 Erso Dawson Serves 

 Martin Gongora Spikes

Continued on Page 18

Read Capital Weekly Online
  In Living Colour at :

belizenews.com/CapitalWeekly
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‘Making Waves’ on Fathers Day

The Belize Ca-
noe Associ-
ation held a 
canoe race a cou-

ple weeks aback to 
honor the famous, his-

Oceana Wave-Makers Win Canoe Race in Boom 

toric   Flowers Bank 14 
whose 1798 vote   for the 
Baymen to stay and fight 
to defend the settle-

from Flowers Bank to the Black 
orchid Resort in Burrell Boom. 
This time Chris Guydis, 
Brandon Lind and Jer-
maine Sanchez paddled 
their Oceana Wavemak-

ers canoe into First Place 
in  2 Hours, 56 Minutes, 
37 Seconds 37 to win the 
$150 First Prize, plus a dinner 

57 Minutes, 43 Seconds; also 
winning 1st prize in the Ju-
nior division. Matthew Mask, 
Jeffery Seguro and Martin 
Gideon paddled the Black 

5 Minutes, 6 Seconds.
The “Grumpy old’ 

Men”, Joe Seguro, Stanley 
Bailey and Jerry Wilkens, 
won the Masters division, 

finishing  Fifth overall in 3 
Hours, 17 Minutes, 4 Seconds. 
 The Capital City crew 
Rudolph Gentle, Timo-

Orchid Runners’ ca-
noe into Third Place in 3 
Hours,  2 Minutes, 42 Sec-
onds to win the 2nd prize ment preserved Belize for 

all of us. 
This past Sunday, June 

16, 2013, the Belize Canoe As-
sociation honored Fathers 
Day with another canoe race 

for two for each paddler at  
Black     Orchid resort. 

The “Sprouts”, Wil-
bert, Michael and Kenrick 
Daniels brothers, paddled 
into Second Place in 2 Hours 

in the Junior division. 
 The Turdz, Elvis 
Sutherland, Derocy Haylock 
and Glenford Sutherland, 
were Fourth in Three Hours, 

teo Vanegas and Javier 
Guardado paddled the 
Print Belize canoe to win 
the Pleasure division, 
finishing 6th overall in 3:22:36. 

 Oceana wins 

 The Ever Popular Grumpy Old Men 

 Black Orchid, Third Place 

 Sprouts, Second Place 

 Turdz , Fourth Place 

 The Print Belize Team  
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