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    By David Ruiz 

    Holy Week, 'Semana Santa' in Benque 
Viejo del Carmen opens on Palm Sunday 
(April 17) with the re-enactment of Je-
sus' entry into the Holy City of Jerusa-
lem.  A colorful procession with the 
apostles and Jesus on his donkey starts 
at the entrance of town at 8:30 a.m. 
    Mary is pictured in most of the events 
on Holy Week as the Our Lady of Sor-
rows.  Her first procession is the Silent 
Procession, "procesión del Silencio" on 
Monday, at 8:00 p.m.   The image of 
Mary clad in black with the spade pierc-
ing her heart moves through the old 
parts of town swayed by devout 
'cargadoras' covered with their black  
“mantillas.” 

    Holy Tuesday witnesses the centenar-
ian procession of 'El Encuentro' brought 
to Benque by the founding fathers from 
San Andrés in Peten.  There are, in fact, 
two processions that leave the church at 
6:30 p.m. - that of Our Lady of Sorrows 
and St. John, the beloved apostle, and 
the procession with 'El Nazareno' (Jesus 
with his Cross).  The processions meet at 
a particular locus in town with the re-
enactment of the fourth station of the 
VIA CRUCIS - Jesus meeting His 
mother. 

    The Holy Tridum starts on Thursday 
evening with the washing of the feet of 
the Apostles followed by the celebration 
of the Eucharist.  The procession of the 
Eucharist to the altar of repose takes 
place shortly afterwards with a vigil until 
midnight. 

    Good Friday heralds much hustle and 
bustle, unusual for such a holiday.  Car-
pets workers begin the strenuous work 
of creating colorful sawdust tapestries 
with themes relevant to the Passion, 
along the principal routes where 'El 
Santo Entierro' will process in the eve-

ning.  At 10:00 a.m. the drama of 

6:00 p.m. with the traditional 'andas' or 
platforms of the corpus of Jesus, Mary 
and St. John.  These are carried by the 
'hermandades' or brotherhoods. 
    The tridum culminates with the cele-
bration of the Easter Vigil on Holy Sat-
urday when the traditional elements are 
blessed, catechumens are received into 
the church, and the community at large 
gathers to witness a season of good will 
and hope with the resurrection of Jesus, 
the Light of the world. 

    (Processional maps in center 
pull-out pages 5 and 6) 

the Passion and Death of Jesus is held 
through the principal streets of old Ben-
que, culminating with the scene of the 
crucifixion in front of the church.  This is 
the 19th presentation of the VIA CRUCIS 
with the participation of close to 30 ac-
tors.  The solemn procession of Jesus' 
burial (El Santo Entierro) takes place at 

 

Holy Week In Benque Viejo Del Carmen 

Harry Topsey as Jesus for Reenactment of 

the Passion of Christ 2010, Benque Viejo   

 Photo by Fr. John Robinson 
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Clinic Now Open 
    The new Mopan Medical Clinic is now 

open for regular service on George St., 

and has been since March 28th, after 

moving from its temporary location on 

Burns Street, said Nurse Sheila Bohn. 

   Volunteers from the San Ignatio Hos-

pital, San Ignatio Clinic and the Benque 

Viejo Town Council moved equipment 

and supplies on Saturday, March 26th, 

while staff worked through the weekend 

and into Monday to be ready. 

    An official opening awaits confirma-

tion from the Ministry of Health, said 

Deputy Regional Manager Myra Pulido. 

    Heritage Bank awaits only the issuing 

of the title to land it has purchased in 

Benque Viejo to begin building, accord-

ing to CEO  Steve Duncan. 

Bank Soon to Build  
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gramming, this church from 8 to 10, 

another from 10 to 12,” he said. 

    Fr. Mark Wendling said, “Nobody is 

reducing the problems of these suicides 

to television.   But we want to throw 

around ideas, about cable TV...  When I 

was a kid, you couldn’t get pornography, 

now it’s available there.”  He said he did 

not think Belizeans have to fall under 

the Western idea that anything is OK.  

“There should be limits on what is cov-

ered by freedom of expression.” 

    Mayor Ruiz asked if there were some 

way to control when adult content would 

be on TV. 

    Mr. Mendez said there is no way for 

the local Benque cable service to control 

what comes in on the signal, or when, or 

what is included in cable packages.  But 

Mrs. Ester Mendez said “there is a V-

Chip that you can use to control what is 

shown on your TV.” 

    Mr. Jimmy Leslie said that most 

adults in Benque do not know how to 

program the TV’s but maybe the town 

could offer a service to teach it. 

    Mr. Mendez said his company was 

willing to partner with Benque to pro-

vide that education, “or we could set up 

a hotline and anybody who wants to 

program their TV, we can help.” 

    Mr. Leslie said Benque continually 

strives to make a difference and ac-

knowledges that this can only be 

achieved when working as a community 

and therefore, cordially asks the support 

of the community in general. 

 By Jimmy Leslie, Benque Youth Officer 

    On March 8, 2011, the Mayor Nicholas 

Ruiz called a follow-up meeting (first 

meeting reported in March El Chiclero, 

pg 1) to address the issues of youth dis-

affectation and suicide.  

     With 17 people present, representing 

the Town Council, the schools, the po-

lice , the churches and the operators of 

Benque Viejo Cable Vision the discus-

sion sought to trace the roots of the 

problems threatening Benque youth.      

    One thing those present at the meet-

ing agreed upon is that parents need to 

be more prudent, concerned, as well as 

more actively present in the life of the  

youth and more informed as to what is a 

menace to the formation of children’s 

character. Therefore, in an effort to edu-

cate and help those who are vulnerable 

or are experiencing any deviant behav-

ior, our religious leaders, cable station 

proprietors together with the municipal-

ity of Benque Viejo hope to initiate a 

program, broadcast on public access 

channel 12.  The aim will be to inform 

the public on  social, family and per-

sonal issues as well as how the media 

impacts the life of our children.  

    Mr. Santiago Mendez, from Benque 

Viejo Cable Vision, said he would pledge 

one channel for everyone to put on 

whatever programming they liked.  “Let 

the pastors come up with some pro-

Second Community Meeting Covers TV Programming, Pornography 

 Ambulance Arrives for Benque Viejo 
    M r .  A l b e r t o  R a f a el 

Contreras and his wife Car-

mita accepted delivery on 

March 17th of  an ambulance 

donated by the Embassy of 

Belize in Italy, and the Minis-

try of Economic Development 

t h r o u g h  H o n .  E r w i n 

Contreras.  The ambulance 

will serve the new clinic in 

Benque.  Staffing is being ar-

ranged.   

tor, Proactive Strategies for Classroom 
Management, How We Can Stop Bullying 
Behavior, Empathizing and Intervening 
With Students Who Have Special Needs, 
and How to Deal With the Technological 
Age where students use computers to 
commit crimes. Officer McKoy, already 
a certified G.R.E.A.T instructor, has been 
teaching the class in a pilot program in 
Belize City, and plans to bring it to Ben-
que Viejo next fall in Standard 5 or 6. 

 Benque Police Sub-Formation 
Officer Joshua McKoy  joined law en-
forcement officers from across Central 
America in San Salvador for a one week 
in-service training in March on the 
G.R.E.A.T (Gang Resistance  Education 
And Training) program. 

 The program was developed by 
the Bureau of Justice Assistance, U.S. 
Department of Justice and brought to 
Belize through the American Embassy.  
The goal of G.R.E.A.T. is to help youth 
develop positive life skills that will help 
them avoid gang involvement and violent 
behavior, and its approach involves the 
community, parents, schools and law 
enforcement.  Issues discussed were 

Transitioning from Office to Educa-

Benque Police Officer Receives G.R.E.A.T. Training 
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   Chapter 5: 

Notebook 

From Japan 
By Kota Murakami 

CORRECTIONS         

    The community meeting story on page 

1  continued on page 4 rather than page 5 

as written.  In the same story, Nurse 

Sheila Bohn pointed out that the second 

paragraph would have been more clear if 

it had stated that there were 5 suicides 

and one attempted suicide, as all suici-

des, by definition, lead to death. 

    On Page 9, the David Reynolds Basket-

ball Invitational was incorrectly called 

the George Reynolds Basketball Invita-

tional.  We apologize to the family of Mr. 

Reynolds for the error. 
 

 

    At 14:46 on Friday the 11th of March 

2011, one of the largest and most catas-

trophic earthquakes shook the north side 

of Japan, in the Tohoku Area.  The 9.0 

Magnitude (M)  Tohoku earthquake  (東

北地方太平洋沖地震) generated tsunami 

waves that struck Northeast Japan, caus-

ing an officially confirmed 11,004 deaths 

and 17,339 people missing, a total of 

28,343 people on 28th of March. 

    It has been 3 weeks since the quake  

occurred and there is yet much debris 

and many collapsed houses. Many people 

are still in shelters and having a difficult 

time. In the first week after the quake 

relief could not get to many evacuation 

locations because of tsunami damage. By 

the second week it was reported that re-

lief was able to reach most of the devas-

tated areas, but many areas still do not to 

have enough relief. The elderly especially 

are freezing and starving to death be-

cause the  Tohoku area where the quake 

and tsunami occurred is at the beginning 

of Spring and the  end of Winter in 

northern Japan. It is chilly and some-

times snowing. In the cold night without 

electricity and gas,  people displaced by 

the disaster sleep on plank floors or hard 

wooden floors in school auditoriums or 

gymnasiums. 

 And there were many aftershock 

quakes. On March 11th after the first 

quake, there were 6 aftershocks; M7.0, 

M7.4, M7.5, M6.6, M5.8, M6.4, all mas-

sive earthquakes in themselves.  On 12th 

there were 5 ; M6.7, M5.8, M5.3, M6.0, 

and M4.4.  On 13th was another M6.2, on 

the 14th an M6.2, on the  15th an M6.4, on 

the 16th an  M6.0.  People were very 

scared. At present 180,000 people live in 

approximately 2,000 shelters.  

    Tsunami damage is catastrophic. The 

waves reach and hit a town in seconds. 

The Tsunami waves hit Japan from the 

Hokkaido area near the top down to the 

Chiba area near Tokyo. At Souma Port in 

Fukushima prefecture a tsunami wave 

measured 7 meter 30 centimeter (24.3 

feet) high and hit at 15:50, 64 minutes 

after the quake. A tsunami wave at the  

Sanriku seashore in the Tohoku area was 

estimated to be more than 15meter  (50 

feet) high. In the Tarou area Miyako city, 

Iwate prefecture had constructed a sea-

wall for tsunamis  33 feet high and 2,800 

meter (9,333 feet) long.  The tsunami 

wave destroyed 580 meter (1,933 feet) of 

it. One tsunami wave reached 13meter (43 

feet) high about 15 minutes after the 

quake. In the Iwate prefecture tsunami 

waves hit towns  seven times in six hours. 

    The Tsunami made many tragedies.   

One elderly man tried to take a first-aid 

kit from a shelter to his home but he was 

found dead after the tsunami wave. 

One wife found the body of her husband 

clutching a ring; a present he wanted to 

give her.  

    An article from a famous newspaper in 

the United States of America noted how 

marvelous it was that under the circum-

stances there were no robberies, no mug-

gings. And it was impressed by the Japa-

nese consideration for others, and the  

patience and endurance. It is not strange 

for a Japanese that there is no crime un-

der the situation.  Japanese think that we 

should cooperate with and face up to 

difficulties rather than doing robbery and 

muggings. Committing the crime in cer-

tain situations is very shameful for Japa-

nese, for any human being. At disaster 

time Japanese share food and give a 

hand to others in trouble. Japanese 

moral and ethical philosophies are buried 

in the Japanese motherland with our 

long history.   

    In the end Japan is a country where 

there are many earthquakes. But we help 

each other, cooperate, stand up by our-

selves and revive. There may be the 

worse and more devastating quakes com-

ing in next 10 years. We revive by our-

selves. That is Japan. That is our mother-

land. Whatever the worst calamity that 

comes, we Japanese do our best for Ja-

pan, hope for the country’s recovery and 

work for Japan. That is the place we are 

born, Japan. 
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Rookies 

 Sports Bar & Karaoke Lounge 

Downstairs: Sports Bar Wednesday-Sunday 

      1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Local Beers $3.00 Local Mixed Drinks $4.00 

Pool Table,  2 professional dart boards,  Juke Box,  and of course, 

LARGE SCREEN TV  with surround sound 

Upstairs:  Karaoke Wednesday-Saturday 

6:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. 

Happy Hour 7p.m. to 10 p.m.                                                             

Local Beers $3.00 - Local Mixed Drinks, buy one get one free! 

 Imported Liquors & Cocktails for your Enjoyment  

    And she is at it still.  The first year it was just her mat in 

front of her house; the next year she helped neighbors with 

theirs besides doing her own.  It has grown until last year 

there were more than 70 mats along the route of “Santo En-

tierro.” 

    The picture below that looks like an intricately woven car-

pet is actually one example from 2010 of brightly dyed saw-

dust “alfombras” or mats, prepared each year for the last 10 

years in Benque Viejo Del Carmen on Good Friday.  They go 

on for blocks, following the route of the “Santo Entierro” pro-

cession that represents carrying the body of the crucified Je-

sus Christ to the tomb. 

    Civic groups, families and individuals will begin working at 

6:00 a.m. in front of their homes or the homes of their 

neighbors creating the tapestries, with scenes relevant to the 

Passion of Christ.  In the evening, groups of up to 40 people 

carrying the three heavy “andas” or platforms bearing the 

“corpus” of Jesus, Mary, and St. John will walk on the car-

pets. 

    Josefina Salas brought the tradition to Benque 10 years 

ago.  “One night I dreamed about it, I dreamed I was doing 

sawdust mats,” she said.  She had seen them in Guatemala 

City years ago, and she and 

her children had made one 

in front of the church in 

Benque in 1986, but hadn’t 

thought about them since.  

But the night of the dream, 

she promised to continue 

making the alfombras for 7 

years.  “About 4 years ago, I 

wasn’t going to do it any 

more,” she said.  The seven 

years were up.  “But I 

dreamed I was still doing it, 

so I did it again.” 

The Sawdust Carpets of Benque Viejo 

―Afombras‖ in front of Mt. Car-

mel Catholic Church in 2010  

 

Cubola Books 
    Mt. Carmel Credit Union will 

hold a meeting of all members 

Saturday, Apr. 2, 3:00 p.m., 

according to new Director Ms. 

Virginia Vasquez. 

    She said she is optimistic 

about the future and said that 

though they have some chal-

lenges, they are in a “good posi-

tion to recover.” 

Credit Union to Meet 
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Holy Week 

Procession Routes 

 

    In an effort to maintain safety 

during this hectic time, and to al-

low for the best community par-

ticipation, PLEASE NOTE that 

these streets will be one-way only  

and parking will not be allowed 

during the following hours:  

A p r i l  1 7 t h ,  P a l m  S u n d a y :                

8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m., George St.  to 

Wyatt St. to Churchill St. to Guerra 

St. to Church St. 

Ap r i l  1 8 t h,  H o l y  M o nd a y :                          

8:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m., Church St. to 

Hudson Lane to Saint Joseph St. to 

Baron Bliss St. to Churchill St. to 

Victoria St. to Church St. 

Ap r il  1 9t h,  Hol y T ue sd a y:                        

6:00 p.m.—11:00 p.m., Two simulta-

neous processions, one leaves Mt. 

Carmel Catholic Church down 

Church St. to Burns St. to George 

Price Blvd.; the other leaves Mt. Car-

mel Church  down Guerra St. to Chur-

chill St. to Baron Bliss St. to George 

Price Blvd where the two processions 

join and return to the church down 

Diaz St. and Church St. 

(Friday Route Maps Page 6) 

April 22, Good Friday Drama:                            

9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.,  George Price 

Blvd. to Cemetery St. to Church St. to 

Wyatt St. to George St. to Victoria St. 

to Church St.                                  

April 22, Santo Entierro: 6:00 p.m.—

12:00 p.m., Church St. to Diaz St. to 

George Price Blvd. to Baron Bliss St. to 

Churchill St. to Guerra St. to George 

St. to Burns St. to Church St. 
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Good Friday Passion Drama Route and Santo Entierro Route  

All Photos by Fr. John Robinson 

From 2010 Passion Drama 

Street routes illustrated by 

Jimmy Leslie 
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BRC 

 

iCafe 

 

 

 

Delicious Instant Soup in only 3 mins  

Find in your local grocery store: 

Great Quality at a Cheap Price 
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SPACE FOR RENT FROM $150  up to  $1,400 

On George Price Blvd.  Call 803-2346 or 626-1809 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
ATTENTION!  USE THIS SPACE TO BUY OR 

SELL ITEMS, OR TO ADVERTISE FOR HELP 

WANTED OR FOR POSITIONS WANTED.   

AUTOS FOR SALE 
Sell your auto here!!! 

TRUCKS FOR SALE 
Sell your truck here!!! 

HELP WANTED 
Find a job or employee here!! 

EL CHICLERO LOOKING FOR IN-

TERESTED PERSONS TO LEARN 

ABOUT NEWSPAPER REPORTING 

AND PUBLISHING, TO CONTINUE 

EL CHICLERO WHEN CURRENT 

EDITOR FINISHES PEACE CORPS 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
Sell your personal/household items here 

Customs, “La Plebe,” San Jose Succotz, 

Benque Warriors, Mount Carmel High 

School, and last but not least the Benque 

Stars. 

    The opening ceremony starts at 6:30 

p.m., April 1, and the first game tips off 

By Jimmy Leslie 

    It’s finally here, the David Reynolds 

Invitation, 2nd Annual Basketball Tour-

nament, sponsored by BECOL and the 

Benque Viejo Town Council.  Vying for 

the championship will be six teams - 

Basketball Tournament Begins April 1 
at 7:00 p.m., MCHS vs. Succotz, 

followed by Customs vs. Benque Stars at 

8:30 p.m.  On Saturday, “La Plebe” faces 

Benque Warriors at 7:00pm, followed by 

MCHS versus Benque Stars. 

    The action starts at 7:00 p.m. until 

10:00 p.m. every Friday and Saturday as 

of April 1, 2011 culminating during Ben-

que Fiesta on July 15, 2011. This is all 

happening at Deacon’s Basketball Court, 

on Diaz Street Corner of Kennedy Street 

in the beautiful town of Benque Viejo. 

 

    Benque Viejo Del Carmen and Mel-

chor De Menco held another in a series 

of meetings on March 22  at Mystic Jun-

gle, to improve communications  and 

cooperation between the two towns.   

    Twenty-Five persons attended, includ-

ing representatives from both towns, the 

Benque Police Sub-Formation, Belize 

Fire Department, Forestry Departments 

from Belize and Guatemala, Border 

Management, the Consulate of Guate-

mala, Quarantine Department, Ministry 

of Education, Customs & Excise Depart-

ment, Hospitals and Immigration. 

    Issues discussed included fire assis-

tance and fire management along the 

border, schools and youth, taxi manage-

ment, policing and health concerns. 

Benque and Melchor Continue to Build Cooperation 
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La Gracia De Dios 
Baked Goods, Fresh Daily in Benque Viejo! 

Sweet breads, baguettes, cilindrin, cheese buns, ham & cheese 

rolls, cinnamon rolls, muffins, bread pudding, and more!       

10:00—12:30 p.m. & 2:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. Mon—Sat 

Benque Eagles Win BTL Under 17  Cayo Tourney 

CORNER OF ST. JOSEPH ST. AND DIAS ST. 



Cor. George Street/ Park Lane 

Benque Viejo Del Carmen 

Cayo, Belize C.A. 

Phone: (501) 823 2020 

Fax: (501) 823 2020 

B E N Q U E  V I E J O  

T O W N  C O U N C I L  

A c t i v i t i e s  &  E v e n t s  

Moving Forward Through Good Governance 

If you have an event you would like listed on the next 

calendar, please call BVTC office at 823-2020 by the 

third week of this month.  Thank you! 

O.S.G.B. 

Each Sat. Movies at Centennial Park 7:00  

  Music begins at 6:00; Third Sat. 

  Movies shown at Heger Field  

  For Info. Contact Marcos Kotch 

Apr 1 Start David Reynold’s Invitational  

  2nd Annual Basketball Tourna- 

  ment at BECOL Court; Each  

  Wknd Fri & Sat to July 15 

Apr 3  Amigos del Ambiente Parents  

  Night, House of Culture 

Apr 3-15 Earth Day Exhibit, HOC 

Apr 4—8 English Class, 7:00 p.m –8:00 at 

  Cayo West Women’s Group.   

  Contact AnaMelita Castellanos 

Apr. 22 Good Friday; Earth Day 

April 2011 

SU MO TU WE TH FR SA

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

An Easter Palm Tableau, Near Clarrisa Falls 


