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     Work on Heritage Bank, Benque 

Viejo, commenced the week of June 20th, 

and as promised is giving work to many 

Benqueños.  Local contractor Mr. Arnoldo 

Naj began construction, with his crew 

laying out and digging footings.    

Weather permitting, Mr. Naj said he 

hopes to have the bank finished in De-

cember so it can be open  for business 

before the end of the year. 

National Champion BDF against Guate-

mala‘s Aurora Football Club. 

    Sunday afternoon starts with a parade 

which includes 5 dance companies 

floats, stilt walkers and the Mt. Carmel 

Marching Band.  In the evening a varie-

ty show at Marshalleck Cancha will en-

tertain the whole family with clowns, 

drama, music and dance.   

   The Farewell Dance with Gilharry 7 

starts at 8:00 p.m. and doesn‘t wind 

down until 3 in the morning. 

 

Work Begins on Heritage Bank 

    Preparations are already  underway for 

the 44th Annual Benque Viejo Fiesta, with 

the first presentation of the candidates for 

Srta. Flor de la Feria at Benque Vibes on 

Saturday night, June 25th.  The second 

presentation will again be at Benque Vibes 

on July 2, with the Grand Election and 

Coronation on July 9 at Marshalleck Can-

cha.  Candidates are Evelyn Duarte, Kenia 

Mazin and Shamina Sanchez. 

    The David Reynolds Basketball Tourna-

ment Finals will be held on Thursday, July 

14th, wrapping up competition that began 

April 1 at Deacon‘s Court. 

    The Fiesta officially opens Friday night 

with ceremonies beginning at 8 p.m., 

culminating in a ―massive‖ fireworks 

display followed by dancing until 3:00 

a.m. (see full schedule on pg. 5) 

    Of course there will be mechanical 

games each day, dozens of food ven-

dors, special Top Up Deals from BTL, 

and more dancing on Saturday until 

4:00 a.m. with Sonido Magico and Gil-

harry 7. 

    Saturday also features a veterans 

football matchup, San Pedro vs. 

Benque Viejo, followed by a Premier 

game scheduled but not confirmed as 

of ‗El Chiclero‘ deadline, pitting Belize 

¡Vamos A La Fiesta!  
44th Annual Benque Fiesta July 15—16 –17 

View up Kennedy Street at Fiesta 2010 

from the top of the Ferris Wheel 

Roots of Benque Fiesta 

    The secular Benque Fiesta grew out of 

the religious novena venerating Our 

Lady of Mt. Carmel, patron saint of the 

Benque Viejo Catholic Church, accord-

ing to local historian and scholar David 

Ruiz. 

    ―The Novena starts on the 7th and 

runs to the 16th, which is actually 10 

days,‖ he said.  ―The first day is ‗La Ba-

jada‘ (the descent) when they would take 

the image or (continued on page 8) 
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E d i t o r i a l  
    As editor of El Chiclero, I have worked 

hard to maintain high journalistic stand-

ards while publishing this newspaper.  

Though I work in the office of the Town 

Council, I have never been pressured to 

toe any particular party line, nor would I 

entertain the thought.  Since October of 

last year, when I first started selling ad-

vertising, the paper has been self-

supporting, owing allegiance only to the 

promise of accurate, objective reporting. 

    Much of the content of this newspaper 

has to do with Town business, because 

my work as a Peace Corps Volunteer 

with the Mayor and Town Board puts 

me in contact with that business.  But I 

do actively search out other news im-

portant to Benque Viejo Del Carmen, 

although since it is not my primary pro-

ject here in Benque, I am not able to 

pursue many of the stories that pique 

my interest. 

    For much the same reason, I have not 

chosen to write editorials, as it is not my 

opinion that matters here, but my work.  

But as I come into the home stretch of 

my service, with only 4 months remain-

ing, I do have a few observations I would 

like to share.  And for those of you unfa-

miliar with journalism, permit me a mi-

nor digression here to explain the differ-

ence between news and opinion.  

Though it is hard to imagine, there are 

many who confuse the two, not only 

here but in the U.S. and elsewhere. 

    News allows you, as the reader, to 

gather unbiased information, digest it, 

and form your own opinion on matters 

that you might otherwise not be in-

formed on.  Opinion pieces, on the other 

hand, are written to persuade or influ-

ence you, the reader.  Much of what fills 

the pages of newspapers and the air-

waves that passes for news is, in fact, 

opinion.  There is nothing wrong with 

opinion as long as it is not passed off as 

news. 

    So this is an editorial, it is not news, 

and with that, I welcome you into the 

tangled depths of a Midwestern gringo 

mind. 

    I was walking to the office this morn-

ing as two men were working on a pile of 

sand just off Humble Street where I live.  

I would estimate the pile at about cubic 

4 yards, about 8 tons of sand, give or 

take.  They were shoveling it into a 

wheel barrow, and wheeling it across the 

road, across a 2 x 8 spanning a ditch, to 

another pile nearer where, I would as-

sume, they will be pouring footings, lay-

ing block and pouring a floor for an ad-

dition. 

    I walked by, we exchanged pleasant 

greetings and I went on my way, but I 

went on my way thinking.  I had recently 

had a conversation with a Belizean 

friend who told me flat out ―Belizeans 

are lazy.‖  I understood this to be his 

opinion, but it troubled me, because it 

has not been my experience here in Be-

lize.   Those two men moving 8 tons of 

sand are not lazy; I have wheeled sand 

and concrete and it is not work for 

lazy people. 

    I have watched Belizeans pour a se-

cond story concrete floor, bucket by 

bucket, scaling hand-made bush post 

ladders with the 50 or 60-pound buckets 

on their shoulders.  I have gone into the 

bush to the family farm to chop weeds or 

gather corn.  I have gone into the bush 

to chop palms for Palm Sunday, and 

marveled at the loads the young men 

could carry through the rough, slippery 

terrain.  I have burned the midnight oil 

with your Mayor working on presenta-

tions for the World Bank loan process or 

planning for the Clean Belize campaign.  

I have traveled with your amazing back-

country guides into rivers and caves, 

dependent entirely on their expertise 

and skill. 

    Belizeans are not lazy people.  In 

Benque Viejo Del Carmen, the Town 

Council has issued 276 Trade Licenses.  

That means 276 independent business 

people setting up shop (continued on 

 

volunteer, I was assigned to Benque 
Viejo. My primary assignment is to work 
with the community, the Mayor and the 
Town Council to develop a master plan 
for revitalizing the historic core by pro-
moting small businesses and also to 
create a Tourism plan for promoting 
Benque as a tourist destination.  

    I will be here for two years. If you see 
me wandering around town, please stop 
me and say hello. As I make my way 
around to meet with people in the com-
munity, I am excited about working with 
all of you and looking forward to explor-
ing the culture, the people and the na-
ture of Belize through my photography 
and painting. Visit my photography at 
www.subratabasu.com or follow my 
j o u r n e y  a t          
www.subratabasu45.blogspot.com . 

    Editor’s Note:  Peace Corps Volun-
teer Roger German, Editor of El 
Chiclero, Benque’s monthly local news 
source, is not going anywhere anytime 
soon, although Mr. Basu, his highly 
competent and able successor is al-
ready hard at work.  German’s tour of 
service is up in October, after which he 
will time return to the U.S. and seek 
gainful employment. 

    There comes 
point in our lives 
when we ponder 
and reflect on our 
past and wonder if 
we were able to 
make a meaningful 
difference in peo-
ple’s lives. In the 
last couple of years 
as I have been 
thinking about 
winding down my 
forty plus years of 

professional career as an Architect and 
a City Planner, I started exploring ways 
to stay active and continue to somehow 
use my skills in ways other than what I 
was doing.  

    I wanted to continue doing public ser-
vice to improve the lives of the others 
but also wanted a chance to travel, learn 
about other cultures and understand 
people. As I researched for volunteer 
opportunities around the world, Peace 
Corps stood out to be the best fit for 
what I was looking for. Hence the jour-
ney to Peace Corps…..  

After a year long process and a three 
month long training to learn how to be a 

New Peace Corps Volunteer to Benque 

Subrata Basu, PCV 

http://www.subratabasu.com/
http://www.subratabasu45.blogspot.com/
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El Chiclero strives to uphold the best of 
journalistic standards, and is behold-
ing to no political party, reporting the 
news as accurately and objectively as 
possible.   The printing costs are paid 
from revenue generated by ad sales, 
and we thank our advertisers for their 
support.  All stories and photos by 
Roger German unless otherwise noted. 
  

Editor: Roger German 
german.roger@gmail.com 

Comments and suggestions 
Always welcome. 

   Chapter 8: 

Notebook 

From Japan 
By Kota Murakami 

CORRECTIONS  

 

    Fireworks (花火) 

 Japanese Fireworks is one of 

the traditional events for summer and 

has been popular with people from Edo 

area (which was old Tokyo) since the 

Edo period (1603 - 1868). Now, each 

municipality holds a fireworks display 

along a riverbank or beach. 

For  this traditional summer 

event, people go to fireworks in large 

numbers, and often wear the Kimono 

which was introduced in this column in 

the May ―El Chiclero‖. Since it is warm,  

people wear ―Yukata (浴衣)” which is 

cool; think Kimono for summer. Since 

there are decreasing opportunities for 

Japanese to wear Kimono, the fireworks 

display is one.  

How big is a Japanese fire-

work? The biggest one reaches 800 

meter (2670 feet) in diameter. Most 

fireworks are 500 meters (1670 feet) or 

less.  There are many kinds of Japanese 

fireworks and different kinds each have 

a name, most often of a flower. In the 

Japanese language fireworks translates 

as flower fire, 花 – flower and 火 –fire. 

Since the shape of fireworks look like 

flowers, it‘s understandable that old 

people made that association. 

 The largest fireworks display in 

Japan sets off 12,000 fireworks and lasts 

for about two hours. A million people 

visit this one display. That is a lot of 

fireworks, and expensive as well. A 500 

meter (1670 feet) firework costs 

550,000 yen which is $6,875 USD and 

$13,750 Belize.  Although there are 

many different fireworks, some big, 

some small, with 12,000 different fire-

works in one display, you can see that it 

can be incredibly expensive. 

People save a place at the 

riverbank or beach to get a better angle 

and closer view to better appreciate the 

fireworks, and it is very important to 

save a site. Closer is better, as the expe-

rience becomes more powerful. In large 

and famous fireworks displays it is a 

hard job for a boyfriend to save a place 

to watch, and if he does not find good 

place it is often heard that the young 

couple have a fight. People then enjoy 

the fireworks with food such as Japa-

nese deep fried chicken and Edamame 

which is boiled soy beans, which they 

bring from home or buy at a  snack 

stand.  

Of course there is alcohol, for 

example, Sake (explained in ―El 

Chiclero‖ March) and beer. It frequently 

happens that older people get wasted 

before the fireworks start and fall asleep 

during the show. This is surely not ap-

preciating fireworks or drinking. This 

Japanese tradition brings close friends 

and family get together to appreciate 

fireworks while enjoying good food on 

that hot summer‘s night. 

 What is the difference between 

European and Japanese fireworks? Jap-

anese fireworks displays are held on a 

riverbank or beach, with people watch-

ing from all sides. So the fireworks ex-

plode radially, that is, the explosion is 

three-dimensional and spreads out on 

all sides. Most European fireworks ex-

plode in two dimensions. That is why 

Japanese fireworks are able to be seen 

as the same shape from any place.  

 

pg 3) (EDITORIAL continued from 

pg 2)to try and make a living in this town 

of 8,000 or so (6,000 if you believe the 

census, which census few Belizeans be-

lieve).  Given half a chance and some 

training, I believe Belizeans work as hard 

as any people I have worked with. 

    And I think that is beginning to be felt 

in this country where for 150 years under 

British rule it made little sense to try to 

get ahead, because there was little chance 

to get ahead unless you knew the right 

people, had the right connections, 

got the debilitating handouts.  Of course, 

vestiges of that system remain.  That sys-

tem is a cancer in most organized socie-

ties, including the U.S., and equally hard 

to root out. 

    I have of course run into lazy Belizeans, 

as I have run into lazy Americans.  But to 

say that Belizeans are lazy as a people, as 

a country, has not been my experience 

here. 

    

                                 

  Roger German, Editor 
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Sparkling „Sueños en la Pista‟ Show 

Spotlights Youthful Benque Talent 
        Hundreds of specta-

tors crowded Mashalleck 

Cancha Saturday, June 4th 

for more than 4 hours of 

intense dance completion 

as the couples twisted, 

turned and leaped through 

Meringue, Salsa, Tango, 

Paso Doble and Flamenco, 

with Eric Mazin and Vivian Mauricio 

emerging victorious at about 1:00 a.m. 

Sunday morning. 

    Isvi Lemus and Danielly Gutierrez 

came in second with Christian Gonzalez 

and Keisha Nabet taking third.  The six 

competing couples each represented a 

community group, and the prize money 

won was given to the respective sponsor.  

HelpAge Benque, represented by Eric 

and Vivian received the top prize of 

BZ$1,000.  Mt. Carmel Primary, repre-

sented by Isvi and Danielly received a 

$500 prize for most popular. 

    The weeks of practice and the tension 

and drama of the competition culminat-

ed in a spectacular presentation, orches-

trated by Euphoria Dance Company 

Director Oscar Nabet.  He said the effort 

was both tiring and rewarding, as he 

coached each couple in the intricacies of 

each dance, and   organized the event. 

    More than 800 adult tickets and 200 

children‘s tickets were pre-sold Nabet 

said, and the resulting standing-room only 

crowd clapped and cheered all night long, 

pushing the couples to give their best ef-

fort.   And they did, showcasing poise and 

symmetry,  strength and endurance, all the 

while flashing wide smiles. 

    The judges, Peace Corps Volunteers 

coming in from as far away as Yo Creek 

and Punta Gorda, recruited for their ex-

pertise in movement and dance, added 

perspective and humor to the night, as 

they  rated each couple and commented on 

the performances. 

 

All Photos by 

Kota Murikami 

(Above) Dance contestants Christen Gonzalez & Keisha Nabet, 

Joel Calderon & Emily Torres, Elvis Avila & Rianne Gutierrez, 

Eric Mazin & Vivian Mauricio, Alex Orellana & Giselly Manzane-

ro, Isvi Lemus & Danielly Gutierrez.  (Below)  Winning couple 

Eric Mazin & Vivian Mauricio. 

Emily White, Peace Corps Volunteer 

and coordinator for judges, & Oscar 

Nabet,  Euphoria Dance Company 

Director and  organizer of the dance 

competition. 

(Above) Christian 

Gonzalez, Joel Cal-

deron, Isvi Lemus, 

Elvis Avila, Eric 

Mazin, Alex Orella-

na. 
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44th Annual Benque Fiesta Schedule 2011 

Double & Triple on Friday at the Benque Fiesta; 50% added value on Sat. & Sunday only at the Benque Fiesta. 

Date Time Activity 

  Saturday, July 02, 2011 9:00 P.M. -2:00 A.M. Benque Vibes & the Benque Viejo Town Council’s 2nd 

Presentation of candidates for Srta. Flor de la Feria 2011 

followed by a Grand dance At Benque Vibes!!! 
      

      

      

  Saturday, July 09, 2011 7:00 P.M. -12:00 A.M. Cultural Presentations: San Pedro Dance Company, Marim-

ba, Marimba Los Angeles and more! Srta. Flor de La Feria 

Beauty Pageant – Grand Election and Coronation of Benque 

Fiesta’s 2011 Queen 
      

                  

  Thursday, July 14, 2011 7:00 P.M. - 10:30P.M. David Reynolds Basketball Tournament Finals   

                  

  Friday, July 15, 2011 8:00 P.M. -9:00 P.M. Inauguration Ceremonies for Benque Fiesta 2011 

      Massive Fireworks Display 

                  

  11:00 P.M. -3:00 A.M. Opening Dance with Sonido Magico                                      

International Discotheque!!       

                  

  Saturday, July 16, 2011 3:00 P.M. –5:00 P.M. Football Match : Veterans of San Pedro vs.  

                                        Veterans of Benque Viejo   

  5:00 P.M. -7:00 P.M. Premier Football Match: 

      BDF  VS. Aurora (Pending) 

                  

  9:00 P.M. -4:00 A.M. Sonido Magico & Gilharry 7, the best band in Belize. It is 

the biggest dance of the year! Be there!       

                  

  Sunday, July 17, 2011 1:00 P.M. -3:00 P.M. Tarde Cultural:  Parade with 5 dance companies, floats, stilt 

walkers and Mount Carmel Marching Band,        

                  

  5:00 P.M. -9:00 P.M. VARIETY SHOW: Drama (Capital Cultural), Jun Jun & 

Uncle Pancho, Ozzy the Clown.  MUSIC: Sarita Obando 

Steel Band, Local Artists.  DANCE: 5 Dance Companies 

(International & Local), El Palmar Girls, Capoera, Ashanti 

Garcia, Poster Youths of Belize 

      

      

      

      

      

  8:00 P.M.  -3:00A.M. Benque Fiesta Farewell Dance with Gilharry 7, Belize’s #1 

Band & Belizean Entertainment! Belizean flavour all night 

long! 
      

      

                  

Telemedia Digicell Promotion 

Note:  All Times 

and events are 

subject to change, 

but were the best 

i n f o r m a t i o n 

available at time 

of publication. 

Mechanical Rides 

and Food Vendors 

Every Day!! 
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                  La Gracia De Dios 
 Baked Goods, 

Fresh Daily             

in Benque Viejo! 

CORNER OF ST. JOSEPH ST. AND DIAS ST. 

Sweet breads, baguettes, 

cilindrin, cheese buns, 

ham & cheese rolls, cinna-

mon rolls, muffins, bread 

pudding, and more!       

10:00—12:30 p.m. & 

2:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Mon—Sat 

        One……step……closer……to better 

streets in Benque.  On July 24, Mayor Nick 

Ruiz, Subrata Basu, Kota Mirikami and Rog-

er German met with Social Investment Fund 

(SIF) Belize Development Project Manager 

Mr. Ernest Raymond along with Mayor Cam-

pos from Corozal and several others to open 

sealed Expressions of Interest (EOI) from 

engineering firms. 

    The call for EOIs was published this sum-

mer, and had to be submitted by June 23rd 

(extended from the original deadline of June 

16).  The companies are vying to bid on the 

consultancy for part of the funds being bor-

rowed from the World Bank, and managed 

by SIF, to ―prepare designs, technical specifi-

cations and cost estimates for rehabilitation 

of roads in Corozal, Orange Walk, Benque 

Viejo, San Ignacio/Santa Elena, Belmopan 

and Punta Gorda.‖ 

    Mayor Ruiz and the other 5 members of 

the panel met to analyze the submittals for 

the companies‘ financial capability, existing 

commitments, experience with similar pro-

jects and local/regional experience.   Nine 

companies submitted EOIs, two from Belize, 

two from Jamaica, one each from Trinidad, 

Italy, New Zealand, The U.K. and Barbados.  

Six of those will be invited to submit pro-

posals. 

    Once the proposals are returned,  the win-

ning firm will begin the process of designing 

and estimating costs for the projects, prepar-

atory to calling for bids  from contractors, in  

October or, more likely, November. 

    So when will work actually start? Contrac-

tors will have 4 to six weeks to prepare a bid.   

Best guess is the work might start in Decem-

ber or January of 2012.   The good news is, it 

will be the end of rainy season. 

World Bank Update 
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Find in your local grocery store: 

Great Quality at a Cheap Price 

Delicious Instant Soup in only 3 mins  

 

    The Del Carmen Park 

facelift is scheduled for 

completion for a planned 

inauguration on July 7, to 

coincide with the beginning 

of the Novena to Our Lady 

of Mt. Carmel, patron of 

Benque Viejo. 

    The old tree stumps were 

dug out, broken concrete 

removed and benches lev-

eled as well as they could be. 

    New hot mix road surfacing 

should be completed on Kenne-

dy, Dias and Wyatt streets 

around the Cancha before Fies-

ta, if the weather cooperates, 

according to Mr. Jacob Ban-

man of Belize Roadway Con-

struction. 

Del Carmen Park Inauguration July 7 

Grading Kennedy St., prepar-

ing for hot mix application 

Work Underway 

    New lights have been in-

stalled, trees and grass plant-

ed, new sidewalks installed, 

and a new statue of Our Lady 

Of Mt. Carmel will be un-

veiled. 



      

E l  C h i c l e r o  P a g e  8   July1, 2011 

 

(continued from pg. 1) statue of 

the patron saint down from the 

main altar for veneration, and then the 

Novena would begin, with a sponsor for 

each day.‖ 

    Fireworks (‗bombs‘ Mr. Ruiz said) are 

set off at 3:00 a.m. to remind people to 

gather at the sponsor‘s home for prayers 

at 4 a.m.  The sponsor then provides 

breakfast at 5;  they are also expected to 

pay for the Marimba musicians.  ―In 

olden times they would even give people 

lunch, for noon prayers, with prayers 

again after evening mass,‖ Ruiz said. 

    ―It was expected that the celebration 

on the 16th would be the best, the cli-

max, and in the old days they had a 

danced of ‗Moros,‘ like a musical play 

showing how the Christians conquered 

the Moors in Spain and Portugal.‖ 

    The Fiesta grew out of that last cele-

bration.     ―The Novena has been going 

on probably since the early 1900s,‖ Ruiz 

said, ―the Church was established as Our 

Lady of Mt. Carmel in 1905.  In 1967 

George Price added ―Del Carmen‖ to the 

name Benque Viejo, and we became 

Benque Viejo Del Carmen.‖  That was 

the year the Town Board first took over 

the secular part of the celebration which 

was also about when the Town Boards 

were first elected, he said.  Up until then 

the Alcalde was appointed by the Crown. 

    ―The Church used to have a big 

bazaar and dance, with food and games 

on the last day,‖ he said, and the Town 

Board became responsible for that part.  

    He said that in Succotz they tried to 

keep the religious part and the secular 

part together, and it created some prob-

lems, but in Benque, ― It worked well, it 

was physically separated.‖ 

    The sponsors for this year‘s Novena 

will be, first, the Town Council on July 

7, the same day as the inauguration of 

refurbished Del Carmen Park (story on 

page 7).  Breakfast will be just up the hill 

in Centennial Park, served up by the 

Town Council staff.  Friday, the 8th, is 

sponsored by Mt. Carmel Primary 

School, Saturday the 9th by Rudy Bol 

and Family, Sunday the 10th by Nelida 

Sabido, Monday the 11th by Ada Guerra, 

Tuesday the 12th by Licensiado Oscar 

Sabido Puga, Wednesday the 13th by 

Lupita Nabet, Thursday the 14th by 

Grupo de Cargadoras, Friday 15th by 

Lesbia Aurora Guerra and Saturday the 

16th by Said Badi Guerra. 

  

Statue of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
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It’s Fiesta Time 

At Family Corner Restaurant ! 

Rosie Invites You to Take a Break 

From Fiesta 

Located just “Anthony Baby Steps” 

From the Cancha and Fiesta Grounds 

At the Corner of Kennedy & Liberty  

Sub Sandwiches 

Bar-B-Q 
Rice & Beans 

Sausage on a stick 

Ic
e C

ream
 $1 &

 u
p 

Sundaes 

M
ilk

shakes &
 F

lo
ats

 

Ic
e C

old
 D

rin
ks 

Escabeche 

Chilimole 
*Sunday Special* 

**Cowfoot Soup** 

Burgers &
 F

rie
s 

Chili
 D

ogs 

Cheesy F
rie

s 

W
in

gs 

 



Cor. George Street/ Park Lane 

Benque Viejo Del Carmen 

Cayo, Belize C.A. 

Phone: (501) 823 2020 

Fax: (501) 823 2020 

B E N Q U E  V I E J O  

T O W N  C O U N C I L  

A c t i v i t i e s  &  E v e n t s  

Moving Forward Through Good Governance 

July 1-2-3 Youth Policy Consultation at 

  St Ignatius H.S. Santa Elena 

July 2  Second Presentation Srta. Flor 

  de la Feria 2011, Benque Vibes 

July 9  Coronation of Benque Fiesta‟s 

  2011 Queen at Marshalleck   

  Cancha in the Evening 

July 7-16 Novena for Our Lady of Mount 

  Carmel 

July 14 David Reynolds Basketball 

  Tournament Finals  

July 15-16-17          BENQUE FIESTA!!!   

  See Schedule Pg 5 

July 24-30 Regional Leadership Camp 

  Mountain Pine Ridge (Pg 8) 

If you have an event you would like listed on the next 

calendar, please call BVTC office at 823-2020 by the 

third week of this month.  Thank you! 

O.S.G.B. 

El Chiclero Now Online at 
www.belizenews.com 

July 2011 
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Dance Contestant  Vivian Mauricio Pho-

to by Kota Murikami 


