
Independent
The

SUNDAY February 19, 2012

The ImagInary 
Black meeTs The 
Black Presence

ISSUE NO: 15 PRICE: $1.00 www.facebook.com/ The Independent

See page 15

Continued on page 2

The Shakron 
Sideshow

See page 18See page 22

Standard Six 
student raped 

in Cayo primary 
school bathroom

Location
Image Factory Art Foundation
91 North Front Street,
Belize City, Belize

Date
Friday, February 17, 2012
7:00pm– 10:00pm

I Love My Reef Educational Exhibit

SSB Board tells Merlene 
Martinez to stay home

kaya 
cattouse

Oceana 
to open “I love 
my reef” 
educational 
exhibit

Continued on page 2 Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

stephen 
“DJ scorpio” 
hall dies in 
motorcycle 

accident

Thursday, February 16, 2012

Late word at press tonight 
is that the attorneys for the 
Peoples United Party Lake In-
dependence standard bearer 
Yolanda Shakron have suc-
cessfully filed a constitutional 
motion that will be heard be-
fore Justice Oswald Legal at 
9:00 a.m. tomorrow morning, 
even as she presents herself 
for nomination to become a 
candidate in the March 7th 
general elections.

Our reports are that she 
and her six nominators will 
present themselves at the CB 
Hyde building for the nomi-
nating process along with oth-
er PUP Belize City standard 
bearers but it is uncertain if 
her nomination will be ac-
cepted.

A historic press release 

Thursday, February 16, 2012

BELIZE CITY: The Board of Di-
rectors of the Social Security Board 
may have told CEO Merlene Bailey-
Martinez, who was placed on “ad-
ministrative leave” two weeks ago, 
to stay home but her senior staffers 
have signed and sent out a letter of 
support, asking that she be allowed 
to continue.

Last night the Christian Work-
ers Union sent out a press release 

condemning what they called a “pe-
tition” to re-instate the embattled 
now-former CEO, and what they 
call their members being “intimi-
dated and coerced” into signing 
same.

Union boss Pancho Gonzalez 
said in a broadcast interview to-
night that his members would not 
support the move to reinstate Bai-
ley-Marinez because, in their view, 
“lots of our members have been ter-

Thursday, February 16, 
2012

A brief but reliable re-
port at press time tonight say 
that a Standard Six primary 
school female student was 
brutally raped around 4:00 
p.m. this afternoon in her 
school’s bathroom.

The 11 year old girl, re-

Yolanda Shakron 

Merlene Bailey-Martinez

this afternoon, sent out by the 
Government of Belize press of-
fice and entitled “OBJECTION 
TO THE NOMINATION OF 
MS YOLANDA SCHAKRON” 
it said: “Belmopan 16th Febru-
ary, 2012. The Press Office in-
forms the general public that a 
formal objection to the nomi-
nation of Ms. Yolanda Schak-
ron as a candidate for the Lake 
Independence Electoral Di-
vision has been delivered to 
the Returning Officer, Mrs. 
P. Noreen Fairweather, by an 
elector of the Lake Indepen-
dence Electoral Division.

“The objection is based on 
the ground that Ms. Schak-
ron is disqualified from be-
ing nominated or elected as a 
member of the House of Rep-
resentatives in view of section 
58(1) (a) of the Belize Consti-

Saturday, February 11, 2012
BELIZE CITY - Belizeans 

at home and abroad are still 
reeling from the shocking 
news of the death of a much 
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tution which provides that ‘no per-
son shall be qualified to be elected as 
a member of the House of Represen-
tatives who is, by virtue of his own 
act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence 
to a foreign power or State.’

“It is alleged that Ms. Schakron 
is a citizen of the United States of 
America and carries a U.S. Passport 
which she renewed by her own act in 
July, 2002 when she was 36 years of 
age. She has also publicly admitted 

that she is a US citizen.”
Her attorneys argue that the req-

uisite constitutional qualification 
only applies to elected and sitting 
members of the House of Represen-
tatives and if its intent was to pre-
vent nomination, it would have spe-
cifically said so.

They will also question as to 
whom any objection is to be made, 
and who should make the judge-
ment as to qualification.

Our reports are that Mrs. Fair-
weather has indicated that she is 

bowing out of the matter and she is 
to be replaced or substituted for by a 
customs officer.

Our reports are that the objec-
tion will trigger off a round of chal-
lenges to UDP standard bearers, if it 
is upheld, by the PUP who are saying 
quite bluntly that they have “good 
reason and some evidence” to point 
an accusatory finger at 3 of the other 
side’s candidates. They also warn that 
there is no time limit for taking ac-
tion against dual citizens who may 
have sat in the House.

As far as our hasty research has 
indicated, the objection is historic 
since we could find no precedent for 
an objection against a candidate at 
nomination or before election in sim-
ilar jurisdictions.

For her part Mrs. Shakron told 
the Independent that she is not wor-

ried and intends to show up for nom-
ination anyhow. As far as she is con-
cerned, the UDP are “scared” and she 
intends to deliver Lake I to the PUP.

“I will not step down,” she de-
clared.

Shakron has admitted to being a 
US citizen since she was 15 years old 
(she is now 46), and said that she 
was born in Guatemala because her 
parents sought to have her delivered 
there for medical reasons. She has 
complained to the police that her US 
passport was stolen from her home in 
Vista del Mar.

She has begun the four steps to 
the renunciation of her US citizen-
ship, and expects to be formally in-
terviewed as well as complete the af-
firmation/review of her application 
within the next week. A US embassy 
official told the media this evening 
that once completed the process is ir-
revocable.

SSB Board tells Merlene 
Martinez to stay home

minated or dismissed for lesser of-
fences.”

Our reports are that the letter 
was only circulated in SSB’s Corozal 
and Cayo offices. 

An investigation by outside audi-
tors determined that Mrs. Bailey-Mar-
tinez had paid down her SSB loan in 
order to qualify for a write off of said 
loan. 

It is known that several other se-
nior staffers did the same thing but 
there has been no word on whether 
or not any action will be taken against 
them. One anonymous staff told the 
newspaper that there is an air of un-
certainty hanging over the institu-

tion and that there is a level 
of sympathy for Mrs. Bailey-
Maritinez’ plight. Several se-
nior staffers have expressed 
that they believe that she was 
thrown under the bus or hung 
out to dry by the administra-
tion because she would not 
have done what she did to 
qualify, but also encouraged 
others to do same without the 
move being “greenlighted” by 
the political directorate.

“if she stands her ground if 
can get messy,” another staffer 
told us, “so we expect that 
nothing will be finally resolved 
until after the elections.”

beloved and talented disc jockey, Dj 
Stephen “Scorpio” Hall. 

Hall was seriously injured in a mo-
torbike accident at the junction of the 
Burrell Boom – Hattieville Road with 
the Bacab Eco Park at about 8:00 on 
Saturday morning. Police say when 
they arrived on the scene, they found 
four extensively damaged motorcycles 
on the left side of the road. 

Four men, Marlon Smith, 47, an 
electrical engineer of a Racecourse 
Street address; Andrew Ordonez, 49, 
owner of Belize Bike Shop on Pelican 
Street; Stephen Hall, 35, disc jockey and 
sound technician of University Drive, 
and Alwin Gonzalez, 31, car dealer of 
Guadelupe Street address were accom-
panying a bicycle race along that route 
when tragedy struck. 

Police say that one of the four men 
attempted to overtake and lost con-
trol of his motorbike which caused the 
men to careen out of control ending up 
in some nearby rocks and palm trees. 
Marlon Smith and Alwin escaped with 
non-life threatening injuries however 
Andrew Ordonez sustained a broken 
right foot and left hand. Stephen Hall 
was rushed to the KHMH where he was 
pronounced dead on arrival. 

The men were a part of a caravan 
of service motorcyclists who follow bi-
cycle races. Saturday’s race was part of 
a series of weekly races organized by 
Ray Cattouse, owner of C-Ray cycling 
team and a seasoned cyclist himself. 
The races commenced at the North-
ern Highway and Boom Road junction 
travels to Belmopan, circles the round-
about in the Capital and returns to 
where it commenced. 

National Cross Country Cham-
pion, Ernest Jawmaine Meighan was 
training in the area with other cyclists 
and witnessed the accident. “I was 
training with two of my guys, and I got 
a flat about a couple yards from the fin-
ishing line. So, I was trying to fix my 
flat before the finishing came, because 
I wanted to see the finish of the race.”

“I saw 4 cycles coming. And one 

stephen “DJ scorpio” 
hall dies in 

motorcycle accident
of the guys lost control, and I think 
that made the rest of the guys lose 
focus on the curve and not knowing 
that the curve is right on them. That’s 
when Ordonez and Scorpio lost con-
trol, meanwhile Alwyn - he has more 
experience on cycles - he decided 
not to touch his brakes, and he came 
straight through. Someone was be-
hind him, and all he did was that he 
skid in the mud and water,” Meighan 
related to the media of the horrific 
accident. 

Meighan said that upon seeing 
the accident he ran to render assis-
tance. “The first guy who caused it, he 
crashed, but he didn’t crash too hard. 
The second person down was Scor-
pio, then I saw Ordonez after - actu-
ally Ordonez’s cycle was on Scorpio’s 
back, that’s when I took off my rid-
ing shoes, jumped off my bike, and 
went into the bushes to help. That’s 
when I pushed the cycle off Scorpio’s 
back - I think it was the green cycle - 
that was Ordonez’s cycle.”

Two of the four men were wear-
ing helmets, Meighan said. Stephen 
Hall and Alwin Gonzalez were not 
wearing helmets while Marlon Smith 
and Andrew Ordonez were. Accord-
ing to Meighan, Scorpio would more 
likely be alive if he was wearing a 
helmet. 

President of the Belize Cycling 
Association rebuffed accusations of 
carelessness on the part of the asso-
ciation saying that their members are 
outfitted in jerseys and safety gears.

Not known for being communi-
cative, his means of interacting with 
people was through his music. Scor-
pio touched many through his art 
form. Those closer to him know him 
for his wry sense of humor as well as 
his shyness. 

Stephen Dj Scorpio Hall was laid 
to rest on Wednesday, February 14. 
He leaves behind one daughter and 
a host of friends, admirers and fam-
ily. The Independent sends condo-
lences the Hall family. He will truly 
be missed.  

 

portedly a Standard 6 student of the 
Bishop Martin Primary School in 
San Ignacio Town was initially taken 
for medical treatment first at the San 
Ignacio community hospital, but 
due to the severity of her wounds, 
was then transferred to and hospi-
talized at the Western Regional in 
Belmopan City.

Students playing in the school-
yard around 4 pm on Thursday 
witnessed the horrifying sight of 
the abused little girl running from 
the bathroom area of the school, in 
shock and bloodied. Initial reports 
say the victim has been put under 
heavy sedation at the hospital be-
cause she was in so much pain. 

There have been no reports of 
who the attacker might have been, 
whether it was another student or 
someone else who had gained entry 
to the school compound. 

Standard Six 
student raped 

in Cayo primary 
school bathroom

Ghetto cupid 
shoots two on 

Valentine’s Day
Tuesday, February 14, 2012

BELIZE CITY – Police 
have no clues about the 
identity of a gunman who 
played cupid on Valentine’s 
Day when he shot two men 
on New Road. 

Reynard Grinage, 38 
and Michael Wade, 49 were 
standing at the corner of 
New Road and Pitts Alley 
around 7:00pm when the 
lone gunman rode up and 
fired several shots in their 
direction. 

Reynard Grinage was 
taken to the KHMH with 
injury to his right hand. Mi-
chael Wade was taken to the 
Belize Medical Associates 
Hospital with injuries to the 
right arm, right shoulder 
and the right side of the ab-
domen.

Police are investigating.  
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EDITORIAL

The Shakron 
Sideshow

Pretty promises, 
pointless pledges

The revelation that PUP Lake Independence Standard Bearer Yolanda Shakron is Gua-
temalan born and holds both US and Belizean citizenship highlights once again the press-
ing need for immigration reform. 

It is, of course, an irresistible target for the incumbent UDP who believe that they can 
score a tko in one constituency even before the polls open on election day, and that is their 
right. In our view all’s fair in love and politics.

For the PUP the issue is more than embarrassing in that the loss of two candidates 
in the same constituency just days before the poll may prove to be too big an obstacle to 
overcome. It will sure lengthen the odds in what most seem to think will be a close election. 
Surely there must be some feeling of being haunted by karma since the party was vocal in 
its opposition to the proposed amendment that would have removed this constitutional 
bar.

But there is no reason for the UDP to boast of their efforts in this matter. As a matter of 
principle they should not oppose Mrs. Shakron’s candidacy now that she has made a good 
faith effort to renounce her American citizenship, even if as a matter of political expedi-
ency the end of re-taking government justifies their means. The fact is if they were sincere 
in their position that dual nationals should serve in the National Assembly they would 
instead champion Mrs. Shakron’s candidacy.

There is also the odious matter of her “stolen passport” which is morally indefensible. 
When added to the spectacle of her brother campaigning for her political rival it adds up 
to Belizean politics at its most divisive.

Yes, we view this latest episode as the Shakron sideshow, but an important act in the 
larger political play. Once again perhaps the most divisive issue in Belize’s political, eco-
nomic and social discourse, immigration, has been raised and is being personified in a 
candidacy.

Call it the Immigration Trifecta if you will – no other two countries matter to Belizeans 
more than the United States of America and Guatemala and in a single candidate we are 
forced to re-examine our relationship towards each, once again. Hopefully Mrs. Shakron’s 
candidacy will continue to spur us towards the type of dialogue, of discussion, of debate, 
which will result in the kind of immigration policy formulation, and/or reformulation, we 
can all live with, rather than it continuing to be a flashpoint for further divisiveness.

In the past two weeks Belizeans have heard from the Governor of the Central Bank 
and the Barrow administration’s economic advisor, the Prime Minister and Minister of 
Finance, the Executive Chairman of Beltraide and a senior officer in the United Demo-
cratic Party on the state of the Belizean economy. We welcome their contribution to the 
discussion on what we regard as the most pressing issue facing the nation – quo vadis the 
Belizean economy?

It is regrettable that their willingness to share their opinions and statistics is so belated 
and seemed spurred by their political expediency than any sense of duty to report to the 
Belizean nation.

The fact is that for the last three years Belizeans have witnessed record business and 
home foreclosures, record levels of unemployment, negative growth in local and foreign 
investment, remittances and tourism arrivals, increased fuel prices, taxation, violent crime, 
and poverty. We suppose that now they believe that they are the bearer of good news, and 
it is expedient that they have good news, that we, the struggling masses, will be receptive.

It is counter-productive in terms of moving our economy forward, that the answers to 
nearly all our questions continue to be blame the superbond, the corruption of the past ad-
ministrations, and/or the world economy. The fact is that Belize would not have weathered 
the still on-going economic “storm” as well as it did if the previous administrations had 
not further diversified our economy to the extent that they did, and in fact continued the 
development of an economy that proved surprisingly resilient to the “exogenous” shocks 
of several hurricanes, agro-diseases and disruption, and a world economic “storm the likes 
of which had not been seen in a hundred years.”

The fact is that if this administration had heeded the warning in the quote above from 
the Japanese Prime Minister in April 2008, and had continued to reef our financial sails 
whilst securing the safety social net for our most disadvantaged, we would have “sailed” 
through in even greater fashion.

But enough with the rear-view driving: the question to be answered is who has the best 
plan for the next term of office? Do either party have as its goal Belize as a nation that will 
be a net exporter? Can either party promise that by 2016-17 we will be facing a future where 
our debt worries are a thing of the past? Will anyone declare full employment more than 
an illusion to be pursued but never attained?

We went from promises of a “chicken in every pot” to a roof above every head to now 
what, more pretty promises and pointless pledges? We want plans and projects, not prom-
ises; policies and programs, not pledges; proposals not propositions.

Government Concedes 
to Conejo’s Demands
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- SATIM press release –
February 10, 2012

The Department of Geol-
ogy and Petroleum will order 
US Capital Energy to halt its 
illegal seismic work on Cone-
jo’s communal lands, and re-
move all seismic markers from 
the seismic trail it cut through 
Conejo.

The promise follows a 
meeting in Conejo on 9 Feb-
ruary between Andre Cho 
(Director of Geology and Pe-
troleum Department), Pedro 
Cho, Mandela Wade (both of 
Geology and Petroleum De-
partment), Marcelo Windsor 
(Forest Department), Anthony 
Mai (Environment Depart-
ment), Eufemio Makin (Alcal-
de of Conejo), Enrique Makin 
(Chairperson of Conejo), four 
councilors of Conejo, and Mar-
tin Choco (Permitting Officer, 
US Capital Energy).

The company sacked the 
entire workforce from the com-
munity (23 men) last Thursday 
because the village did not im-
mediately give US Capital En-
ergy permission to operate the 
illegal line. 

During Conejo’s subse-
quent village meeting on Sun-
day 5 February US Capital En-
ergy’s Martin Choco presented 
to villagers a letter drafted by 
the company, granting US 
Capital Energy freedom to con-
duct seismic work throughout 
Conejo, and condemning the 
community’s leadership for 
objecting to the seismic line. 
Choco forcefully sought sig-
natures from villagers, telling 
them they could then return to 
work.

US Capital Energy’s Alistair 
King then stated on Monday 
that the company would, on 
the basis of this letter, return 
to conduct seismic work on the 
trail through Conejo this week.  
It is important to note that the 
permit granted to US Capital 

Energy prohibits the company from 
entering Conejo’s land.

The majority of Conejo’s adult 
population then signed a petition 
asserting that they did not give their 
free, prior, and informed consent 
to US Capital’s operations on their 
land. The leaders fortified this posi-
tion and communicated it forcefully 
to the Government’s representatives. 
This represents the community exer-
cising the rights established by the 
Supreme Court in 2007, which estab-
lished that no operations could occur 
on Conejo’s territory without their 
consent. 

The rule of law has prevailed, 
however Conejo’s leadership is now 
waiting for a written copy of the Ge-
ology and Petroleum Department’s 
order to US Capital, instructing them 
not to proceed with their operations 
in Conejo and instructing them to 
remove the markers on the seismic 
line. 

The government has acceded to 
Conejo’s demand that the rule of law 
be respected, reinforcing indigenous 
peoples’ property rights. This is a 
landmark action by an indigenous 
community, proving that the judg-
ments of the Supreme Court can be 
enforced on the ground through a 
collective resolve not to be pressured 
by economically powerful interests.
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By Rhenae Nunez

 – a political football and 
an economic dilemma

Impartial View: 
Belize City residents are 
intelligent voters

By Marshall Nunez, Sr.

Last Wednesday was Nomina-
tion Day for the municipal elec-
tions and by the time this paper 
hits the street on Friday nomina-
tion for general elections will be 
well on under way.  Nomination 
Day has become an event in and 
of itself. The major political par-
ties try to show off their election 
machinery and try to create the 
perception that they are the most 
popular party. 

As we observed the two major 
parties yesterday, the PUP had an 
enthusiastic crowd of supporters 
who were dressed in their blue and 
white. They were in a celebratory 
mood as they parade from Burg-
er Field on Vernon Street to the 
CB Hyde Building on Mahogany 
Street. The PUP crowd of about 
1,000 dispersed by midday after 
their candidates was nominated. 

A little after 12 the UDP left 
from in front of their head quar-
ters at the foot of the Belchina 
Bridge and headed to the CB Hyde 
Building for their nomination in 
the aftenoonr. It was obvious that 
the UDP had invested quite a lot 
in that showing. There were bands, 
music boxes and a number of local 
artists performing live. Many peo-
ple who saw the parade comment-
ed that there were alcohol and oth-
er drugs being consumed during 
the parade. After the nomination 
I was told that there were some 
violence and rumblings among the 
supporters outside the UDP head 
quarters. 

One could estimate that that 
event cost the UDP tens of thou-
sands of dollars. That is where I 
have a problem. But before I ex-
plain why I have a problem - I need 
to preempt the question that will 
develop, so yes, when the PUP was 
in government they also put off a 
massive showing and that also cost 
them a handsome penny. So if it’s 
wrong now it was also wrong then. 

My problem is that there is a lot of 
decaying infrastructure in Belize City, 
so when the ruling party will be spend-
ing that much money for no gain to the 
residents of Belize City then that both-
ers me. That money could have been 
used to repair some streets, cut some 
over-grown grass or clear some drains. 

One other issue that I need to take 
up is how disrespectful some of the 
current members of the city council 
treat the residents of Belize City. In 
television interviews they appear to 
disassociate themselves with the pres-
ent Council. Whatever little work that 
is done in Belize City has been done by 
agents other than the City Council. The 
party in government continues to boast 
about the infrastructure work done by 
members of the various gangs of Belize 
City; then there is the work crew that 
have been doing drain works through 
the Ministry of Works in Belize City 
and  then there was the CYDP who also 
have been doing infrastructure work in 
Belize City. So in reality this city should 
be sparkling clean. 

The little street work that has been 
done in Belize City has been done by 
the Ministry of Works so we are living 
in a city where the UDP city council 
has failed the residents of Belize City. 
Now they have changed the mayor and 
4 of the councilors but they still have 
the brass of face to come back to the 
residents as if though they have abso-
lutely nothing to do with the current 
council either as candidate or as a po-
litical party. On tv the current deputy 
mayor said that the council had paved 
over 31 streets in Belize City. I think it is 
time for the residents of Belize City to 
look at the UDP record and asses them 
based on their merits.

If you buy the propaganda that 
they work hard then they deserve your 
vote. If you are living in the reality of a 
Belize City where the streets are in dis-
repair, the drains are clogged up, grass 
is over grown, the place is dirty and you 
are not safe then you should reject this 
UDP city council. I know the residents 
of Belize City is intelligent voters. 

Just My Impartial View. 

It would be politically profit-
able for any government to 
implement Voice Over the 
Internet Protocol (VoIP) in 
Belize, but it would also be 
economically unfeasible for 

both the telecommunications industry 
and for the government which collects 
significantly in taxes from the industry. 

Neither government has articulated 
this to the populace. In 2006, BTL be-
gan blocking access to Skype, Yahoo 
Messenger, Vonage and any other sites 
where free or cheaper calls could be 
made over the internet. Since then gov-
ernments have been grappling unsuc-
cessfully with this issue – neither willing 
to come clean to tell the people of Belize 
the truth. 

Unlike other countries were VoIP is 
available to consumers, Belize has a very 
small population and a smaller market 
to afford the service. The simple truth is 
that offering VoIP will have a crippling 
effect on the industry. 

Despite public fervor that no one 
can decide how we communicate, none 
from either side of this debate have 
come up with anything that would ap-
pease consumers who are clamoring for 
the service and the service providers. 

Beyond the economic benefit to 
consumers, VoIP would provide for 
greater efficiency in transacting busi-
ness in and out of Belize. Schools at all 
levels could do exchange programs while 
eliminating the expense and logistics of 
travelling. Customers could better com-
municate with their loved ones abroad 
for much cheaper. 

Are Belizeans being held hostage 
to an obsolete system? And…would the 
answer to that question lie in the rea-
son why Lord Ashcroft allegedly bought 
into Speednet? Opponents of the ban 
on VoIP rightly contended when BTL 
was still a monopoly that telecommuni-
cation technology has evolved to wire-
less technology and the poles, wires and 
cables that BTL has running all over the 
country are obsolete. The investment to 
leapfrog into wireless technology would 
be tremendous and the returns were not 
guaranteed, therefore BTL could not af-
ford the competition of VoIP and the 
loss in profits that would result from it. 

The only way BTL could maintain a 
profit was by charging the high rates for 
basic services and do its best to stave off 
competition. The company’s monopoly 
concession ended in 2002 however 
competition did not come until Oc-
tober of 2003 with the advent Intelco. 
The promise of competition and the 
excitement over lower telephone rates 
was short lived because Intelco was de-
clared bankrupt by November of 2004. 

Speednet (Smart), in the midst of 
the Intelco collapse obtained license 
approval to offer telecom service in 

August, 2003. While Intelco was going 
under, Smart was building. During that 
year interconnection and lease agree-
ments were hammered out. By Decem-
ber of 2004 the interconnection testing 
with BTL was underway and by March 
of 2005 Smart launched its commercial 
operations.  

Competition between Smart and 
BTL wasn’t anything like the conten-
tion that existed with Intelco and the 
reason for that was divulged in the 
House of Representatives in November 
of 2010. According to Prime Minister 
Barrow, former Leader of Opposition’s 
brother, Jaime Briceno transferred 58 
shares of his shares in Speednet to a 
company named Heaver Holdings al-
legedly owned by Lord Ashcroft for a 
grand sum of Six Million and Ninety 
Thousand Dollars. 

With Ashcroft purportedly in the 
wireless communication business as 
was indicated by the Prime Minister, it 
raises some skepticism about the take-
over of BTL. Questions persist about 
the motive behind the takeover and the 
sudden acrimony ensued between Bar-
row and his former major client, Lord 
Ashcroft. How real is it? Perhaps we 
may never know but some glaring ele-
ments in this saga raise some disturb-
ing issues and questions.  

Did Barrow do his former and cur-
rent client a favor by taking the obso-
lete BTL off his hands or were the peo-
ple of Belize played by both Ashcroft 
and Barrow? Ashcroft’s British Carib-
bean Bank (formerly Belize Bank) re-
mains a client of Barrow and Williams 
law firm which the Prime Minister ad-
mitted that he does draw a portion of 
the profits earned by his company. Al-
though Barrow portrays contempt for 
Lord Ashcroft in front of the Belizean 
people, he continues to do business 
with the Lord. 

In the only meeting held with the 
press in October of 2010 following 
the original takeover of BTL in Au-
gust of 2009, board chairman Nestor 
“Net” Vasquez said that the company 
was hemorrhaging money and as the 
months progress the company would 
lose more in earnings. 

Vasquez’s assertion may have been 
substantiated by the amount of money 
that the new owners of BTL have had to 
raise for the company. BTL had prior to 
the original takeover gotten a loan from 
Belize Bank and since it has been in the 
hands of the Government of Belize has 
gotten BZD $50million from Social Se-
curity Board, $20 million from the Cen-
tral Bank and recently $16 million which 
was borrowed from the Heritage Bank. 
A total of $86 million dollars has been 
raised locally to invest in BTL which 
Barrow and his board of management 
claimed was now making huge profits. 

It begs the question - why the need for 
additional taxpayer money? 

In November last year, Barrow 
spoke circumspectly about VoIP, saying 
that it will come soon but at a cost since 
BTL’s profit for this year will go down 
due to consumers taking advantage of 
the 1010-199 access code which affords 
consumers cheaper long distance rates.

As recent as Monday, February 13, 
Barrow was once again dangling VoIP 
in front of consumers. This time he 
claimed that a working group headed by 
Chairman Net Vasquez and comprising 
of board members and some staff are 
working on a proposal that will “see a 
limited implementation of VoIP in two 
phases.” What Barrow meant in this lat-
est spin is anyone’s guess since the Prime 
Minister has a penchant for speaking in 
tongues – literally. 

It will come “initially with respect 

to fixed lines and thereafter, of course, 
with respect to cell phones,” Barrow told 
Channel 7’s Jules Vasquez. The gaffe was 
promptly noted by Vasquez who cor-
rected that the VoIP is an internet pro-
tocol – but whether the Prime Minis-
ter’s mistake was genuine…I’m not too 
certain – it sounding more like the PM 
was BS-ing the Belizean people again.

Truth be told, the Belizean tele-
communications industry cannot af-
ford to offer consumers VoIP. It has less 
to do with the investment to do so and 
more to do with the negative economic 
implications of doing so. Rather than 
dangling this in front of the Belizean 
people just to win re-elections – it is 
time that the Barrow administration 
comes clean about the many secrets of 
BTL, the takeovers, VoIP and the finan-
cial status of the company whatever 
else. 

VOIP
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The voters are right – 
IT IS THE ECONOMY!BLUE NOTES:

This morning 
February 15, 
2012 two gen-
tlemen were 
on the Love 
FM morning 
show giving 

praise to the government’s won-
derful economic performance and 
how successful GOB has been in 
creating “the enabling environ-
ment” for economic ascent. These 
are two relatively decent gentlemen 
that would have brought far less 
harm to the Dean Barrow govern-
ment if they were in the Cabinet. 
Unfortunately one of the inherent 
weaknesses of our democratic gov-
ernance is that our primary lead-
ers for public management are not 
necessarily from our professional 
managers but instead come from 
the elected representatives. And in 
most cases the performance of the 
public sector is a reflection of our 
“primary leaders.”

Out of a sense of loyalty to the 
political family the two men felt 
obligated, I presume, to create a 
public perception that while the 
government was not all right, nei-
ther was it all wrong. They tried 
their best to make the point that 
where things are bad it is because 
of the past. Yes, the super bond, 
the super bond and the super 
bond, again and again and again. 
(Advice: Be careful the voters con-
clude that he, who creates it, can 
better manage it.) But they went a 
step farther blaming, by inference, 
the public officers for understat-
ing the social and economic data 
of unemployment and poverty in 
the past. But credit must now go to 
the UDP government for putting 
the figures right, suggesting that 
the government might have very 
well brought down unemploy-
ment and poverty but because the 
figures were manipulated by the 
past government we cannot recog-
nize the prudent management of 
the now government. 

But let me mention this piece 
of financial data that was used to 
create the perception of a healthy 
economy. The good gentlemen 
said the foreign reserve was at 
$500 million dollars. This is mon-
ey held by the central bank in US 
currency (US$250 million). And 
this was supposed to be manifes-
tation of sound economic man-
agement. This no doubt is the 
result of a contracting economy. 
The excess liquidity in the finan-
cial institutions, the closing down 
of businesses, the high unemploy-
ment, the plummeting of invest-
ment, the reduction in imports, 
all these combined lessened the 
demand for the foreign exchange. 

This coupled with moderate in-
crease in the prices for sugar and 
citrus and the steep increase in 
the price of exported crude oil, 
which had nothing to do with gov-
ernment’s performance, was what 
brought about the increase in the 
foreign reserve. In addition there 
was a foreign currency loan of 
$50 million (SDRs) from the IMF 
which was used to prop up the for-
eign reserve. 

So the large increase in the for-
eign reserve is a result of a weak 
economy. The demand just is not 
there for the foreign currency just 
like the large amount of excess 
cash in the banks. The demand 
is not there. No confidence in the 
economy. One of the good gentle-
men even went on to say that the 
reduction in imports is because 

of import substitution measures. 
In other words we were produc-
ing more of what we consume. 
Where is the proof? This familial 
allegiance to party by the good 
gentlemen had gone too far.  Even 
the hosts were at pain to restrain 
themselves.

The voters are right. It is the 
economy. In two polls, one foreign 
and one local, the voters are say-
ing their number one concern is 
joblessness, unemployment, THE 
ECONOMY. The business com-
munity is complaining about the 
weak economy. The breadwinners, 
the housewives, the students, 
PUPs, UDPs, Independents, Third 
Parties, everybody are saying “IT 
IS THE ECONOMY” except the 
government and its spin doctors.

The simple analogy of this sad 

state of affairs is the doctor who 
says he undertakes for good faith 
and not for infallibility, makes his 
mistake but refuses to admit it. 
Such a doctor will find it difficult 
to heal its patient. You are best ad-
vised to change the doctor.

We go to the polls on March 
7th, 2012.  Listen what the aspi-
rants are saying and fathom their 
public policies. Look also at the 
men and WOMEN who will be ex-
pected to carry out those policies. 
Look at their technical compe-
tence, integrity and courage. Ask 
yourself who can better restore 
the economy and better manage 
the public debt including the Su-
perbond. Those who continue to 
cry over spilled milk cannot clean 
it up. 

IT IS THE ECONOMY!
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CAMPBELL CARES!

                      

VOTE INDEPENDENT VOTE 

WILLIAM (MIKE) CAMPBELL
FOR AREA REPRESENTATIVE  

FOR BETTER GOVERNMENT:

•	 BRS should become the 7th District of Belize having all government offices and services located in San 
Pedro and receiving our share of each of the Ministry budgets.

•	 Redistrict BRS to become 2 constituencies giving more equal representation.

•	 Divide San Pedro into 6 wards with each ward electing a Town Councilor.

•	 Area Rep office should have departments to deal with all government issues. Immigration and work 
papers, Social Security problems, assistance for small businesses and business start up should be avail-
able at all times from the staff.

•	 Social Security accounts should be usable to pay hospital costs regardless of cause. Social Security 
should establish an unemployment assistance scheme to help good people who have lost their jobs. The 
Social Fund has about $400 Million of workers money that is being misused. 

FOR LAND REFORM:

•	 Everyone should have equal opportunity to get land. Any land that is available for sale must be adver-
tised so all have an equal chance.

•	 Lots should be given only to those who need them. No government lots should be resold until some-
thing is built on the property. Party members get multiple lots that they hold for profit while others get 
nothing.

•	 There is no excuse for assigning the same lot twice or taking someone’s lot to give to another.

•	 A new community should be developed in the Basil Jones area of North Ambergris Caye to allow our 
children to have a chance to make a future. There should be land available on North Ambergris Caye 
for agricultural use to help our economy by growing food.

FOR MORE JOBS:

•	 Establish Export Processing Zone for year around JOBS

•	 Open North Ambergris Caye for Agriculture and a new Town with International Airport.

•	 Revitalize tourism by promoting San Pedro/Caye Caulker as a separate GREEN destination, adding 
value to our product.

•	 Give Municipal works contracts to residents of San Pedro first.

•	 Duty Free Fuel for Tour Companies and Guides

FOR BETTER ROADS:

•	 Ministry of Works must establish a San Pedro office to engineer and execute road projects including 
San Mateo.

•	 Establish drains and culverts where necessary.

•	 Use modern soil stabilization techniques to give hard, non-polluting, dust free roads without paving. 
Sewer installations can be done later without heavy cost. 

•	 North Ambergris Caye must have a properly engineered road with drainage.

FOR BETTER SCHOOLS:

•	 San Pedro needs a modern High School with all lab facilities and an expanded curriculum. The High 
School/ Education Center should also offer vocational training and technical education and courses in 
living skills, childcare and parenting.

•	 San Pedro needs at least one more primary school immediately.

•	 Schools must be free and mandatory through High School. Parents should only purchase uniforms and 
school supplies.

FOR BETTER POLICING:

•	 We must have well trained police officers that are well paid and are responsible to and are part of the 
community. They must have sufficient numbers and equipment and training to protect us properly.

•	 We must hire a Prosecuting Attorney who is a licensed attorney to help the police raise the conviction 
rate.

FOR BETTER HEALTH CARE:

•	 Immediately establish emergency evacuation at night by installing emergency runway lights at Munici-
pal.

•	 Work toward 24/7 EMS with ambulance service then build a complete hospital.

FOR BETTER FIRE PROTECTION:

•	 Immediately install fire hydrants in all areas that are served by BWS at intervals so the trucks can refill 
or pump from the hydrant.

•	 Upgrade our equipment and training to cover future growth.

•	 Change building code so all homes can qualify for insurance

WE NEED A BETTER SAN PEDRO!

VOTE MIKE CAMPBELL for 
AREA REPRESENTATIVE 

602-1616 SAN JUAN

By William (Mike) Campbell BRS

(Editor’s note: Mike Campbell 
is a declared independent candidate 
seeking to become the area repre-
sentative for the Belize Rural South 
constituency. His views, opinions, et 
cetera are his own and not necessar-
ily those of The Independent.)

Since the days of colonialism 
Belize has been mired in an in-
ability to prosper sufficiently to 
advance the standard of living of 
the population as a whole. Some of 
the population has prospered but 
the majority of the population is 
locked in a cycle of agrarian poverty 
and village sustenance economics. 
Widespread poverty exists in all 
three forms; food poverty, capabili-
ties poverty and asset poverty. The 
family farm or shop usually but not 
always makes just enough to survive 
but never enough to really move 
forward. 

There are few jobs that require 
a higher level of education hence 
there is no incentive for parents to 
require their children to complete 
basic high school education much 
less continue into the university 
system.  Additionally many of our 
agricultural sectors are not compet-
itive on the world market. What ag-
ricultural products we do produce 
are difficult to market because of 
lack of processing facilities and lack 
of access to international markets 
by our small producers. 

Coupled with difficult road 
conditions and expensive fuel the 
typical rural Belizean has no hope 
of selling more than a few heads 
of cabbage to our local market if 
weather permits. It is well known 
there are many niche crops that 
could be grown in Belize however 
the obstacles in developing these 
industries are very difficult to over-
come for any individual.

The most successful colonies 
expanded their economies by way 
of industrialization and massive 
infrastructure projects. Belize has 
always been and is being exploited 
for its natural resources by both 
foreigners and Belizeans alike. We 
have never developed the means 
to locally process our natural re-
sources and hence add value and by 
successful marketing, expand our 
economy. 

Indeed there are many prob-
lems associated with establishing 
viable manufacturing and process-
ing industries in Belize. Lack of raw 
materials, high cost of electricity, 
high cost of fuel, lack of trained 

work force, lack of a developed 
market, and an inadequate 
transportation system are some 
of the major challenges we face 
in the task of bringing our na-
tion out of the poverty that cur-
rently grips much of the popula-
tion and government. 

To some degree we must in-
dustrialize to survive. We sim-
ply don’t have a large enough tax 
base to provide basic communi-
ty services to the citizens of our 
nation and must examine im-
migration policies with the aim 
of attracting immigrants who 
can help us expand the tax base. 
We cannot reasonably expect to 
raise revenue by raising taxes on 
an overstressed economy with 
ingrained poverty at the levels 
we have.

Our plan is a logical exten-
sion of what history has taught 
us. We propose to move Be-
lize forward by massive infra-
structure projects coupled with 
planned industrial expansion. 
This is a course that has proven 
successful in other colonies and 
should work for us as well. The 
spine of our program will be an 
International Super Highway, 
which will be operated as a toll 
road connecting the rich farm-
lands and affluent populations 
of Guatemala with the markets 
of Cancun, Mexico and North 
America. If you draw a straight 
line from Cancun to the heart-
land of Central America you 
will see that a road across Belize 
is the logical and most direct 
route. As we complete the In-
ternational Highway we will im-
mediately become the Gateway 
to Central America going south 
and the Gateway to Mexico go-
ing north. Now all commer-
cial and tourist traffic between 
Mexico and Central America 

Continued on page 8
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uses the Guatemala/Chiapas border 
crossing. Belize will be able to com-
pete from a position of strength for 
a share of that market.

Achieving a reasonable price 
of dependable electrical power 
for industrial development will 
be addressed by joining the Cen-
tral American grid. An area in the 
Bay of Chetumal offshore from the 
Rocky Point area has been identi-
fied as having potential for a large 
wind farm. This would allow us 
to become net exporters of power 
and lower our costs. The offshore 
shallow water installation is much 
easier than an installation on land 
because of the associated costs of 
infrastructure required for installa-
tion and maintenance.

Our tourism industry, which 
has become a cornerstone of the 
economy, is in the doldrums as well. 
We are drifting along on a very tur-
bulent sea with no apparent direc-
tion. Authorities are caught in the 
battle between commercial exploi-
tation and sustainable ecotourism 
and are too easily swayed by the fast 
buck, catch and kill, mentality that 
haunts us and they seem unable to 
progress in either direction for long 
at a time. 

From the Tourism standpoint, 
the International Highway will al-
low all of Central America to ben-
efit from the International Airport 
in Cancun and all its connections 
to the European markets. Those 
who wish to study Maya history and 
ancient cultures will find it much 
easier than ever before by coming 
to and through Belize. Our Interna-
tional Highway will be similar to an 
interstate highway in the US reach-
ing from our border with Mexico at 
Santa Elena to the Sarstoon at the 
Guatemala border tying into the 
Guatemala road system. The effects 
of this massive infrastructure proj-
ect are far reaching and will forever 
change Belize from an out of the 
way difficult to reach destination to 
the gateway to Central America. It 
will also forever change the face of 
Central America and the migration 
patterns of its people.

Immediately to the North, 
Quintana Roo successfully attracts 5 
million visitors annually. Although 
we would like to attract some of 
these visitors to Belize we have 
never formulated a plan that would 
achieve that result. Our transpor-
tation system and infrastructure is 
so inadequate that a trip to Belize 

from Mexico becomes more of an 
adventure than a vacation and very 
few find their way from Mexico to 
see the wonders of Belize. Except 
for the International Airport, Belize 
is effectively isolated from the rest 
of the world and its opportunities 
with little chance of change.

Immediately to the south of 
Belize lie the most affluent popu-
lations and productive agricultural 
areas of Guatemala including Rio 
Dulce and Puerto Barrios and is a 
short drive to Guatemala City. Even 
though we have many visitors from 
Guatemala the transportation in-
frastructure connecting our two 
countries is virtually non-existent 
and serves as the lynch pin of the 
ongoing territorial dispute.

As the International Highway 
bends around Belize City it will in-
tersect with a sister Super Highway 
ending at the Guatemala border on 
the Western Frontier. As the devel-
opment of these highways progress 
we will develop industrial zones at 
appropriate locations next to the 
highways. These zones will oper-
ate much as our current EPZ’s but 
will provide small farmers and 
manufacturers with cooperative 
processing and marketing facili-
ties enabling them to add value to 
their products and be able to access 
markets by way of the International 
Highway.

This new Western Super High-
way will make transportation of 
passengers, goods and materials 
from the Cayo District much safer 
and practical in all weather and 

system and processing facilities will 
benefit us all.

As the development of these 
highways progress we will develop 
industrial zones at appropriate lo-
cations next to the highways. These 
zones will operate much as our cur-
rent EPZ’s but will provide small 
farmers and manufacturers with 
cooperative processing and market-
ing facilities enabling them to add 
value to their products and be able 
to access markets by way of the In-
ternational Highway.

As the International Highway 
bends around Belize City it will in-
tersect with a sister Super Highway 
ending at the Guatemala border 
on the Western Frontier. This new 
Western Super Highway will make 
transportation of passengers, goods 
and materials from the Cayo Dis-
trict much safer and practical in all 
weather and provide a better link to 
our neighbor. Too many have lost 
their lives on the Western Highway 
and the human cost alone makes 
this part of the project worthwhile. 
This will enhance accessibility to 
the capitol in Belmopan as well as 
allow for the ever-growing tourism 
industry in the Cayo District to con-
tinue to expand in a safer fashion. 
As this district also produces much 
of our local agricultural goods the 
increased accessibility of the farmers 
and other producers to an efficient 
transportation system and process-
ing facilities will benefit us all.

As the new highway system opens 
there will be a reasonable way to im-
port raw materials and export fin-
ished products or agricultural goods. 
These factors will all work together 
to make industrial development pos-
sible in Belize. As we attract factories 
by giving away land in the new Indus-
trial Zones we will also attract more 
highly educated professionals to op-
erate these new facilities. This will 
speed our transfer of technology and 
encourage our youths to seek higher 
education to fill these newly created 
positions and our educational system 
will start to develop according to the 
needs placed upon it. 

As we all know the current brain 
drain retards our national capaci-
ties and retards the development of 
our society as the cream of the crop 
often stay abroad after going to uni-
versity as there are no jobs suitable 
for their educational level in Belize. 
The expansion of the number of 
professionals and professions repre-
sented in Belize will further help our 
society mature and grow. Our nation 
has a current population of around 
325,000. Of that number 45% are un-
der the age of 18. These are our chil-
dren and we have an obligation to 
provide them with education, jobs 
and a chance to have meaningful 
productive lives.

In order for this level of develop-
ment to succeed we must truly ex-
pand our consciousness concerning 
our attitudes toward our environ-
ment. The DOE must be expanded 
and be allowed to operate without 
any political interference whatso-
ever. The undertaking of this level 
of development will raise many 
environmental issues. All must be 
resolved in the favor of sustainable 
development with a bias towards 
environmental conservatism. It has 
been said that a fool learns from 
his own mistakes while a wise man 
learns from the mistakes of others. 
We wish to be environmentally wise. 
Recent surveys have shown that 
travelers are willing to spend more 
on green destinations than conven-
tional tourist destinations. As a na-
tion we should embrace ecotourism 
to the fullest, complete with all its 
environmental responsibilities and 
try to develop policies and habits 
that can be admired worldwide. We 
only need the political will to do so.

This highway can be financed 
entirely by private sector but will 
be impossible in a corrupt economy 
as the investors will be unwilling to 
participate. The piece meal infra-
structure projects we now undertake 
have no lasting economic impact. 
We must maximize the efficient use 
of our resources and make sure that 
the money we spend creates lasting 
jobs and meaningful infrastructure.

provide a better link 
to our neighbor. Too 
many have lost their 
lives on the Western 
Highway and the 
human cost alone 
makes this part of 
the project worth-
while. This will en-
hance accessibility to 
the capitol in Belmo-
pan as well as allow 
for the ever-growing 
tourism industry in 
the Cayo District to 
continue to expand 
in a safer fashion. 
As this district also 
produces much of 
our local agricultural 
goods the increased 
accessibility of the 
farmers and other 
producers to an effi-
cient transportation 

Continued from page 7
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UK minister to visit Falklands 
amid Argentina tensions

BTB: 4th 
quarter 

overnight and 
cruise arrival 
figures make 

history

UNITED KINGDOM (BBC): Sci-
ence Minister David Willetts has be-
come the latest UK politician to an-
nounce a visit to the Falklands.

On Wednesday, it emerged that 
MPs from the Commons defence select 
committee were planning a trip to the 
islands - news which prompted anger 
in Argentina.

A spokesman for Mr Willetts said 
he would make a “transiting visit” en 
route to an engagement in Antarctica.

Tensions have risen in recent 
weeks between the UK and Argentina 
over the sovereignty of the Falklands. 
April marks the 30th anniversary of the 
start of the Falklands War.

Policy matters
Mr Willetts’ spokesman said he 

was making a “long-planned” tour of 
the British Antarctic Survey in Rothera 
and would call at the Falklands on the 
outbound and inbound legs of his 
journey to pick up connecting flights.

He said the Conservative minis-
ter did not have any “official” engage-
ments planned during his stopover.

But the Times newspaper reported 
that Mr Willetts would hold talks with 
British military commanders while on 
the islands. He is also due to host a din-
ner with Governor Nigel Haywood and 
hold discussions on policy matters, in-

cluding whether the islands’ students 
should have to pay tuition fees, the 
newspaper said.

Mr Willetts also reiterated the po-
sition expressed by Prime Minister Da-
vid Cameron that the Falklands would 
remain British as long as islanders 
wanted to do so.

“What matters is the right of self-
determination of the people in the 
Falklands,” he told the Times.

Argentina has called on the UK to 

enter into negotiations over the islands’ 
future - something Britain has refused 
to do.

The impasse has sparked strong 
words from both sides and prompted 
United Nations secretary general Ban 
Ki-moon to issue a statement express-
ing “concern about the increasingly 
strong exchanges”.

News of the visit by the defence 
select committee was described by Ar-
gentina’s foreign ministry as another 

sign of Britain’s “militarisation” of the 
South Atlantic. It has also accused the 
UK of sending a nuclear submarine to 
the region and condemned the current 
tour of duty being carried out in the 
Falklands by Prince William.

Labour MP Thomas Docherty, a 
member of the defence committee, in-
sisted the visit was “not a ramping-up 
thing” and it was right for MPs to travel 
to a place where British troops were sta-
tioned.

Universities and Science 
Minister David Willetts Da-
vid Willetts will stop over 
in the Falklands en route 
to the British Antarctic 
Survey in Rothera

Belize City, Belize – Febru-
ary 15th, 2012 - The overnight ar-
rival figure for the 4th quarter of 
2011 was the highest for that time 

Continued on page 10
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BTB: 4th quarter overnight and cruise arrival figures make history

period on record. There were 
57,964 visitors in the 4th quar-
ter, representing a 6.5% increase 
on the 4th quarter of 2010, and 
signaling a resurgence of tourism 
inf lows in Belize. 

With a total of 12,093 visitors, 
October saw a 1.4% increase over 
last year.  This was followed by an 
8.3% increase in November (at 
18,908 visitors).  December 2011’s 
arrival figure of 26,945 was a re-
cord high for a December month, 
and marked a 7.6% increase com-
pared to December 2010.    2011 
was a year of record breakers with 
record highs for January, July and 
December. The total overnight 
arrival figure for 2011 of 250,263 
is the second highest on record 
after the peak in 2007, which was 
just before the global economic 
crisis period.   It is only the sec-
ond time in Belize’s history that 
the overnight tourism arrival fig-
ure has exceeded 250,000 visi-
tors.   It marked a 3.4% increase 
in overnight arrivals in 2011 com-
pared to 2010.

Airline Tourist Arrivals
The arrivals through the Phil-

ip Goldson International airport 
showed a record high for the 4th 
quarter of 2011 with 42,034 visi-
tors.  This marked a 9% increase 
compared to the 4th quarter of 
2010. 

There was a slight decrease in 
October 2011 of 1.2%, followed by 
increases of 9.6% in November 
(at 13,387 visitors)  and 13.1% in 
December (at 20,648 visitors). 
Both of these increases were re-
cord highs for those respective 
months.  

For arrivals through the in-
ternational airport in 2011, there 
were record highs in January, July, 
November and December.  The 
total arrival figure for the airport 
in 2011 was 181,996, which was the 
second highest total for the PGIA 
since the peak in 2007.  This fig-
ure also marked a 5.6% increase 
in arrivals compared to 2010. 

Cruise Tourist Arrivals
There was no discernible 

trend in the cruise arrival figures 
in 2011. There was inconsistency 
throughout the year, and the 4th 
quarter was no different. In Oc-
tober there was a 25.9% increase 
over the previous year (at 39,959 
visitors), followed by a record 
high November figure of 92,416, 
which was a 32.1% increase on the 

Continued from page 9 2010 figure.  However there was a 
slight decline in December 2011 of 
11.5%, and the total 2011 cruise ar-
rival figure was 4.8% less than the 
figure of 2010. The overall statis-

tics show, however, that the 2011 
cruise arrival total of 727,544 was 
the second highest on record af-
ter the figure of 2010. We can also 
speculate that if the cruise in-

dustry was not hampered by the 
cruise tender issue in the early 
part of the year, the 2011 cruise 
arrival figures may have exceed-
ed the 2010 figures. 
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Mystery kidney failure 
epidemic devastates Central American region

In town in Nicaragua’s sugar-growing heartland, studies have found 
more than one in four men show symptoms of chronic kidney disease

By FILADELFO ALEMAN, 
MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN 
(AP)

CHICHIGALPA, Nica-
ragua — Jesus Ignacio Flores 
started working when he was 
16, laboring long hours on con-
struction sites and in the fields 
of his country’s biggest sugar 
plantation.

Three years ago his kidneys 
started to fail and flooded his 
body with toxins. He became 
too weak to work, wracked by 
cramps, headaches and vomit-
ing.

On Jan. 19 he died on the 
porch of his house. He was 51. 
His withered body was dressed 
by his weeping wife, embraced 
a final time, then carried in the 
bed of a pickup truck to a grave 
on the edge of Chichigalpa, 
a town in Nicaragua’s sugar-
growing heartland, where 
studies have found more than 
one in four men showing 
symptoms of chronic kidney 
disease.

A mysterious epidemic is 
devastating the Pacific coast of 
Central America, killing more 
than 24,000 people in El Salva-
dor and Nicaragua since 2000 
and striking thousands of oth-
ers with chronic kidney dis-
ease at rates unseen virtually 
anywhere else. Scientists say 
they have received reports of 
the phenomenon as far north 
as southern Mexico and as far 
south as Panama.

Last year it reached the 
point where El Salvador’s 
health minister, Dr. Maria Isa-
bel Rodriguez, appealed for 
international help, saying the 
epidemic was undermining 
health systems.

Wilfredo Ordonez, who 
has harvested corn, sesame 
and rice for more than 30 years 
in the Bajo Lempa region of El 
Salvador, was hit by the chron-
ic disease when he was 38. Ten 
years later, he depends on dial-
ysis treatments he administers 
to himself four times a day.

“This is a disease that 
comes with no warning, and 
when they find it, it’s too late,” 
Ordonez said as he lay on a 
hammock on his porch.

A sugar cane cutter drinks an electrolyte solution supplied by his 
employer at the San Antonio sugar mill in Chichigalpa, Nicaragua.

Many of the victims were 
manual laborers or worked in 
sugar cane fields that cover much 
of the coastal lowlands. Patients, 
local doctors and activists say 
they believe the culprit lurks 
among the agricultural chemi-
cals workers have used for years 
with virtually none of the protec-
tions required in more developed 
countries. But a growing body of 
evidence supports a more com-
plicated and counterintuitive hy-
pothesis.

Chronic dehydration? 
The roots of the epidemic, 

scientists say, appear to lie in the 
grueling nature of the work per-
formed by its victims, including 
construction workers, miners 
and others who labor hour after 
hour without enough water in 
blazing temperatures, pushing 
their bodies through repeated 
bouts of extreme dehydration 
and heat stress for years on end. 
Many start as young as 10. The 
punishing routine appears to be 
a key part of some previously un-
known trigger of chronic kidney 
disease, which is normally caused 
by diabetes and high-blood pres-
sure, maladies absent in most of 
the patients in Central America.

“The thing that evidence 
most strongly points to is this 
idea of manual labor and not 
enough hydration,” said Daniel 
Brooks, a professor of epidemiol-
ogy at Boston University’s School 
of Public Health, who has worked 
on a series of studies of the kid-
ney disease epidemic.

Because hard work and in-
tense heat alone are hardly a 
phenomenon unique to Cen-
tral America, some researchers 
will not rule out manmade fac-
tors. But no strong evidence has 
turned up.

“I think that everything 
points away from pesticides,” said 
Dr. Catharina Wesseling, an oc-
cupational and environmental 
epidemiologist who also is re-
gional director of the Program on 
Work, Health and Environment 
in Central America. “It is too mul-
tinational; it is too spread out.

“I would place my bet on 
repeated dehydration, acute at-
tacks everyday. That is my bet, 
my guess, but nothing is proved.”

Dr. Richard J. Johnson, a kid-

ney specialist at the University of Col-
orado, Denver, is working with other 
researchers investigating the cause of 
the disease. They too suspect chronic 
dehydration.

“This is a new concept, but there’s 
some evidence supporting it,” Johnson 
said. “There are other ways to damage 
the kidney. Heavy metals, chemicals, 
toxins have all been considered, but to 
date there have been no leading can-
didates to explain what’s going on in 
Nicaragua ...

“As these possibilities get exhaust-
ed, recurrent dehydration is moving 
up on the list.”

Deadly and previously unknown 
In Nicaragua, the number of an-

nual deaths from chronic kidney dis-
ease more than doubled in a decade, 
from 466 in 2000 to 1,047 in 2010, ac-
cording to the Pan American Health 
Organization, a regional arm of the 
World Health Organization. In El Sal-
vador, the agency reported a similar 
jump, from 1,282 in 2000 to 2,181 in 
2010.

Farther down the coast, in the 
cane-growing lowlands of northern 
Costa Rica, there also have been sharp 
increases in kidney disease, Wessel-
ing said, and the Pan American body’s 
statistics show deaths are on the rise 
in Panama, although at less dramatic 

Segundo Zapata Palacios rests in a hospital as his wife Emma 
Vanegas sits at his bedside in Chinandega, Nicaragua on Jan. 24. 
Zapata, who worked as a sugar cane cutter for 20 years at the San 
Antonio sugar plantation, died two days later of chronic kidney 
disease.

Ernestina Aleman watches over her son Jesus Ignasio Flores who 
suffers chronic kidney disease as he rests in his bed in Chichigalpa, 
Nicaragua on Jan. 4. Flores, 51, died of chronic kidney disease on 
Jan. 19.

rates.
While some of the rising numbers may be 

due to better record-keeping, scientists have no 
doubt they are facing something deadly and pre-
viously unknown to medicine.

In nations with more developed health sys-
tems, the disease that impairs the kidney’s abil-
ity to cleanse the blood is diagnosed relatively 
early and treated with dialysis in medical clinics. 
In Central America, many of the victims treat 
themselves at home with a cheaper but less ef-
ficient form of dialysis, or go 
without any dialysis at all.

At a hospital in the Nica-
raguan town of Chinandega, 
Segundo Zapata Palacios sat 
motionless in his room, bent 
over with his head on the bed.

“He no longer wants to 
talk,” said his wife, Enma 
Vanegas.

His levels of creatinine, 
a chemical marker of kidney 
failure, were 25 times the nor-
mal amount.

His family told him he 
was being hospitalized to re-
ceive dialysis. In reality, the 
hope was to ease his pain be-
fore his inevitable death, said 
Carmen Rios, a leader of Nica-
ragua’s Association of Chron-
ic Kidney Disease Patients, a 
support and advocacy group.

“There’s already nothing to do,” she 
said. “He was hospitalized on Jan. 23 just 
waiting to die.”

Zapata Palacios passed away on Jan. 
26. He was 49.

Working with scientists from Costa 
Rica, El Salvador and Nicaragua, Wes-
seling tested groups on the coast and 
compared them with groups who had 
similar work habits and exposure to pes-
ticide but lived and worked more than 
500 meters (1,500 feet) above sea level.

Under-recognized epidemic? 
Some 30 percent of coastal dwellers 

had elevated levels of creatinine, strong-
ly suggesting environment rather than 
agrochemicals was to blame, Brooks, 
the epidemiologist, said. The study is 
expected to be published in a peer-re-
viewed journal in coming weeks.

Brooks and Johnson, the kidney 
specialist, said they have seen echoes 
of the Central American phenomenon 
in reports from hot farming areas in Sri 
Lanka, Egypt and the Indian east coast.

“We don’t really know how wide-
spread this is,” Brooks said. “This may 
be an under-recognized epidemic.”

Jason Glaser, co-founder of a group 
working to help victims of the epidemic 
in Nicaragua, said he and colleagues 
also have begun receiving reports of 
mysterious kidney disease among sugar 
cane workers in Australia.

Despite the growing consensus 
among international experts, Elsy Bri-
zuela, a doctor who works with an El 
Salvadoran project to treat workers and 
research the epidemic, discounts the de-
hydration theory and insists “the com-
mon factor is exposure to herbicides and 

poisons.”
Nicaragua’s highest rates of chronic kid-

ney disease show up around the Ingenio San 
Antonio, a plant owned by the Pellas Group 
conglomerate, whose sugar mill processes 
nearly half the nation’s sugar. Flores and Za-
pata Palacios both worked at the plantation.

According to one of Brooks’ studies, 
about eight years ago the factory started pro-
viding electrolyte solution and protein cook-
ies to workers who previously brought their 
own water to work. But the study also found 
that some workers were cutting sugar cane 
for as long as 9 1/2 hours a day with virtually 
no break and little shade in average tempera-
tures of 30 C (87 F).

In 2006, the plantation, owned by one 
of the country’s richest families, received 
$36.5 million in loans from the International 
Finance Corp., the private-sector arm of the 
World Bank Group, to buy more land, ex-
pand its processing plant and produce more 
sugar for consumers and ethanol production.

In a statement, the IFC said it had exam-
ined the social and environmental impacts 
of its loans as part of a due diligence process 
and did not identify kidney disease as some-
thing related to the sugar plantation’s opera-
tions.

Nonetheless, the statement said, “we are 
concerned about this disease that affects not 
only Nicaragua but other countries in the 
region, and will follow closely any new find-
ings.”

‘Only job in town’ 
Ariel Granera, a 

spokesman for the 
Pellas’ business con-
glomerate, said that 
starting as early as 
1993 the company 
had begun taking a 
wide variety of pre-
cautions to avoid heat 
stress in its workers, 
from starting their 
shifts very early in the 
morning to providing 
them with many gal-
lons of drinking wa-
ter per day.

Associated Press 
reporters saw work-
ers bringing water 
bottles from their 
homes, which they 
refilled during the 
day from large cylin-

ders of water in the buses that 
bring them to the fields.

Glaser, the co-founder of 
the activist group in Nicaragua, 
La Isla Foundation, said that 
nonetheless many worker pro-
tections in the region are badly 
enforced by the companies and 
government regulators, partic-
ularly measures to stop workers 
with failing kidneys from work-
ing in the cane fields owned 
by the Pellas Group and other 
companies.

Many workers disqualified 
by tests showing high levels of 
creatinine go back to work in 

had confirmed that “the agri-
cultural sugar industry in Ni-
caragua has no responsibility 
whatsoever for chronic renal 
insufficiency in Nicaragua” be-
cause the research found that 
“in the current body of scien-
tific knowledge there is no way 
to establish a direct link be-
tween sugar cane cultivation 
and renal insufficiency.”

Brooks, the epidemiolo-
gist at Boston University, told 
the AP that the study simply 
said there was no definitive 
scientific proof of the cause, 
but that all possible connec-

Wilson de Jesus Zapata is embraced by his wife 
at the tomb of his father Segundo Zapata Palacios 
after his burial at the cemetery in Chichigalpa, 
Nicaragua on Jan. 27.

the fields for subcontractors 
with less stringent standards, 
he said. Some use false IDs, or 
give their IDs to their healthy 
sons, who then pass the tests 
and go work in the cane fields, 
damaging their kidneys.

“This is the only job in 
town,” Glaser said. “It’s all 
they’re trained to do. It’s all they 
know.”

The Ingenio San Antonio 
mill processes cane from more 
than 24,000 hectares (60,000 
acres) of fields, about half di-
rectly owned by the mill and 
most of the rest by independent 
farmers.

The trade group for Nica-
ragua’s sugar companies said 
the Boston University study 

tions remained open to future 
research.

In comparison with Nica-
ragua, where thousands of kid-
ney disease sufferers work for 
large sugar estates, in El Salva-
dor many of them are indepen-
dent small farmers. They blame 
agricultural chemicals and few 
appear to have significantly 
changed their work habits in 
response to the latest research, 
which has not received signifi-
cant publicity in El Salvador.

In Nicaragua, the dangers 
are better known, but still, 
workers need jobs. Zapata Pala-
cios left eight children. Three of 
them work in the cane fields.

Two already show signs of 
disease.
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State Of The 

Arts:
ThE ImAgInARy 
BLAck mEETs ThE 
BLAck PREsEncE

By Katie Usher

On Monday, February 13, I attended an art exhibit at 
the Mexican Institute entitled The African Presence in 
Mexico, which is a photography exhibit by Professor Ron 
Wilkins. This exhibit, which is still on display at the Insti-
tute of Mexico on Newtown Barracks, features images of 
Afro Mexicans. The photos show glimpses into their daily 
lives, their faces and their eyes.  

The exhibit was launched as most exhibits are launched; 
opening remarks by the cultural attaché and Public Rela-
tions Officer and the professor. That, yes, was all standard. 
What were not standard were the professor’s words. Dr. 
Wilkins gave an in-depth explanation of his photographed 
subjects from Costa Chica, Mexico.  

“The aim of this photographic presentation is to make 
a substantive contribution to “Black History Month” cel-
ebrations by fostering awareness of the African presence 
in Mexico, highlighting the contributions of AfroMexicans 
and promoting cross border friendship. It is safe to say that 
there are still many people who are unaware that Mexico 
even has an African population; that Spaniards never out-
numbered Africans in “New Spain” as Mexico was referred 
to during the colonial period; that AfroMexicans made an 
enormous contribution to the struggle for independence…” 
– Ron Wilkins, The African Presence in Mexico, a photo-
graphic discourse.  

The aforementioned is an extract from the text which 
accompanies the exhibit.  And these words spoke to me on 
a more personal level. As I have mentioned before, study-
ing in Mexico was challenging for me as I was immersed in 
a culture which, though bearing similarities with my own, 

bore several racial differences and ideals. I can still remem-
ber the first time I roamed the Centro Historico of Merida 
with my afro. They stared and ogled and whispered, even 
with my back turned I could still feel their stares. Fearing 
that I would have to wait until semester’s end to get my hair 
processed; or permed as it is referred to in Belize; I went 
to the nearest grocery store to purchase the hair straiten-
ing shampoos and creams I had seen on the advertisements 
during the novelas I watched. I figured that it was worth 
a try, needless to say, those products don’t work as well as 
they do on the advertisements. Instead I had to find a way 

to cope with the 
stares and the re-
quests to touch 
my hair, and even 
sometimes, those 
who didn’t ask 
but just grabbed 
a chunk of my 
hair and asked 
how come it is 
that way. 

In my second 
year of school, 
around the 
fourth semes-
ter, I had already 
decided what 
themes my art 
would focus on. 
It would definite-
ly have to attempt 
to counter what I 
coined as the ‘ne-
gro imaginario’ 

coon drawings of the 1950s in Amer-
ica. This was one of the masterworks 
of Yolanda Vargas Dulche and Sixto 
Valencia Burgos. It is noteworthy to 
mention that Vargas Dulche was also 
the writer of many other stories which 
were later transformed to some of the 
most famous novelas for example Ga-
briel y Gabriela.) Kalimba and ex-band 
member of OV7 (Onda Vaselina 7), and 
la morena de fuego (la morena de fuego 
is a term used to refer to darker com-
plexioned women who are extremely 
hot, read between the lines to under-
stand the fire) was not how I wished 
to be portrayed. These examples, I felt, 
were responsible for the creation of the 
imaginary black or a very poor repre-
sentation of black people, which is con-
structed based on a number of different 
stereotypes.  

The first project I did was a piece 
entitled “Don’t let them try to fool you” 
which consisted of two massive prints; 
the first was a painting, which I found 
on the internet of King Henri Chris-
tophe and Queen Marie Antoinette of 
Haiti, and an enlarged print of a comic 
strip, also by Vargas Dulche, a repre-
sentation of King Henri Christophe 
and a blonde woman, who was suppos-
edly Queen Marie Antoinette. Queen 
Marie Antoinette was the first black 
queen of the Americas, as when Haiti 
became independent of France, King 

Henri Christophe wished to instil in the 
people of Haiti a pride of being black 
and liberated by converting the newly 
freed country into a kingdom. Very lit-
tle is known of this queen, I searched 
for several weeks on the internet before 
I could garner a few paragraphs on her 
life and then eventually an image of the 
queen.  This project was featured in a 
group exhibit called “Cuando El Rio 
Suena” and was displayed in the foyer 
of the Peon Contreras in Merida. 

The second project I did, in 2008, 
shortly before I returned to Belize,  
was called “Facing the Music” a perfor-
mance piece where I wore white t-shirts 
which had commonly used phrases 
or words, which I perceived as bear-
ing racist overtones, on them. I wore 
these shirts and did several strolls in 
the Plaza Grande in downtown Me-
rida. I chose to do this performance in 
the Plaza Grande because of its signifi-
cance to the city. Most cities in Mexico 
were built in a similar fashion. Around 
the grand plaza were the City Hall, the 
Cathedral, the Governor’s House and 
the Court. I figured if I wished to make 
a statement I needed to make it there 
in the midst of all the seats of power of 
the city. 

I had always assumed that the rea-
son the imaginary black existed was 
because there was no realistic point of 
reference in Mexico. Still, my ex-boy-
friend’s mother showed me a Conacul-
ta documentary La Tercera Raiz or the 
third root, which showed that that was 
not entirely true. She had also regaled 
me a book Las Soldaderas by Elena 
Poniatowska. I barely looked at the 
book. All the pictures were in the back 
and I barely managed a couple pages 
of the text before I lost interest in the 
book. 

The folly of the youth is astound-
ing. I believe that if I had taken time to 
really absorb that information, I would 
have been able to do more successful art 
projects at battling the imaginary black. 

I often am amused by the cyclic 
nature of life; I went to the exhibit not 
knowing what to expect and was con-
fronted once more with both the video 
la Tercera Raiz and the book Las Sol-
daderas. This time around, I paid more 
attention, listened with keener ears and 
looked with more alert eyes. 

As I listened to Dr. Wilkins’ presen-
tation and looked at the photos, a song 
rang through my mind “Young, Gifted 
and Black” by Nina Simone. As much as 
it pains me to admit it, I must say that 
so very few of us are aware that we are. 
I could speak eternally of what I experi-
enced in Mexico, but I must admit that 
I am far more disappointed with what I 
experience here in Belize. We have an 
African presence in Belize which is not 
concentrated on a tiny coast but spread 
throughout the length and breadth of 
the country. Still we don’t admit that 
we are, and we continue to straighten 
our hair to look ‘presentable’ and I hear 
people proudly express interest in ‘put-
ting milk in the coffee’ in an attempt to 
what? To be better? To be less black? 

I don’t pretend to judge anyone, I 
struggle with loving my kinky hair as 
well, but we need to combat the stereo-
types and learn to accept what we are.

The African Presence in Mexico, a 
photographic discourse by Professor 
Ron Wilkins, is an apt exhibit for Black 
History month. It highlights the African 
presence in Mexico, as well as showcas-
ing their contribution the culture and 
history of Mexico. This exhibit is cur-
rently on display at the Institute of Mex-
ico on Newtown Barracks. It is surely 
worth the visit. 

or the imaginary 
black. I figured 
surely having ref-
erences such as 
Memin Pinguin 
(The protago-
nist of a comic of 
the same name 
is a small black 
boy, who greatly 
resembled the 
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BAnD hOLDIng funD-RAIsER 
TO fInAncE fIRsT ALBum

With roots in Carib the afri-Garifuna Jazz 
ensemble moves into neW musiCal ranGe  

NEW YORK DAILY NEWS
Sunday, February 12, 2012 

BROOKLYN, NY: James Lovell 
and Lucy Blanco Afri-Garifuna 
Jazz Ensemble are going back to 
their Caribbean roots while ven-
turing forward into new territories 
through their band the Afri-Gari-
funa Jazz Ensemble.

Later this month, the group 
will be holding a fund-raiser to 
help finance the recording of its 
first album.

“Our goal is to introduce jazz 
music to the Garifuna community 
and introduce Garifuna to the jazz 
community and share our story 
through music,” said singer Lucy 
Blanco of the band’s unique blend-
ing of the two music forms.

“James and I are the only Gari-
funa musicians. He is Garifuna 
from Belize and I was born here, 
but my parents were Garifuna from 
Honduras,” said Blanco, who met 
Lovell, a percussionist/vocalist, a 

few years ago.
“We refer to our heritage 

constantly,” she said, adding 
that “New York City actually 
has the largest population of 
Garifunas outside of Central 
America.”

Maintaining their own lan-
guage and culture, the Garifuna 
are the descendents of Africans, 
and Carib and Arawak Indians, 
who were forcibly removed 
from St. Vincent in the Carib-
bean by the British in 1797 and 
deported to Roatán island off 
the coast of Honduras in Cen-
tral America.

Today, there are sizable Gari-
funa settlements in Belize, Hon-
duras, Guatemala and Nicaragua.

The Afri-Garifuna Jazz En-
semble band members are bassist 
Lavondo Thomas, percussionist 
Ismel Wignal and pianist Ter-
rence Butler.

The fund-raiser will be held 
on Feb. 25 at the Biko Center, 1474 

Bushwick Ave. (at Granite St.), from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. Donation is $25, which 
includes a performance, a Q&A session 
with the band members and refresh-
ments.

To purchase tickets, see and hear 
samples of the band’s work, visit reverb-
nation.com/afrigarifunajazzensemble. 
Also find the ensemble by searching for 

“The Afri-Garifuna Jazz Ensemble” 
on Facebook.

Donations benefiting the record-
ing initiative are also being accepted. 
For information, call (917) 841-1290 or 
send e-mail to lblanco1965@gmail.
com

Also visit the Biko Center website 
at bikocenter.org

Members of the Afri-Garifuna Jazz Ensemble (left to right) 
are: Lavondo Thomas (bass), Ismel Wignal (percussion), 
James Lovell (percussion & vocals), Lucy Blanco (lead vo-
cals) and Terrence Butler (piano).
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The Greatest Love of All!!!
Mrs. Judy McCutcheon 

is currently doing her 
International Masters in 
Business Administration at 
the University of the West 
Indies; she is also in the 
final stages on completing 
her CGA (Certified General 
Accountant)

While in Belize Mrs. 
McCutcheon worked as a 
Financial Accountant for a 
large corporation and also 
as an Advisor.  She believes 
that we are all responsible for 
our own financial wellbeing 
and that we should do all in 
our power to ensure that our 
financial future is secure.

Financial SenSe

By Judy M. McCutcheon

This leap year seems to be the year 
of death - we have lost a significant 
amount of our loved ones and have 
seen our fair share of international ce-
lebrities’ deaths. A lot of times death 
leaves us wondering “why and what 

the ones left behind; you cannot get 
anything done without the adminis-
tration of the estate and we all know 
about the courts system, right? The 
process can take quite a long time and 
in the meantime money and other 
assets are tied up. We need to dispel 
the notion that “leaving a will or es-
tate planning is only for the rich,” that 
kind of thinking can leave your loved 
ones in a truss. Estate planning is for 
everyone, whether you are healthy, 
wealthy, wise or otherwise.

 We have an attitude in the Ca-
ribbean about leaving a legacy for 
our kids, a lady told me once “Well, 
I had to struggle, so I don’t see why 
they can’t struggle too.” This is exact-
ly the point, as parents and guardians 
we want the very best for our chil-
dren, and that includes making sure 
that they are well taken care of. Isn’t 
that the real purpose behind why we 
work so hard to ensure that our fami-
lies have everything they need? Why 
should that love and concern only 
extend to when we are alive? Don’t 
we want to rest assured knowing that 
our children, both male and female, 
don’t end up in bad relationships be-

cause we did not provide for them adequate-
ly? What about our spouse? Remember they 
are left with the responsibility of caring for 
your kids long after you are gone.

Estate planning is anyone who has un-
derage children, wants to leave a legacy for 
their family, wants to decide exactly how 
their assets should be divided, owns a busi-
ness, and who loves their family. As Carib-
bean people, we need to have this kind of 
thinking be part of our psyche, we need to 
have LUCK on our side, as in what my good 
friend P.S. Perkins says about LUCK, it is 
Living Under Correct Knowledge. We must 
have the correct knowledge about why it is 
important for us to leave a legacy and not 
some crazy notion about leaving our fami-
lies in a better position.

Estate planning allows you to spell out 
in a specific legal idiom your wishes and in-
tentions when it comes to your assets and 
how you would like them to be divided. If 
such a plan is not in place, then the decision 
is left to the probate court and a judge who 
knows absolutely nothing about your inten-
tions. The Estate Planning document is sim-
ply a legal document typically drawn up by 
an attorney. It specifies the executor for the 
estate and a legal guardian for young kids 
and other dependents and it gives specifics 
about how your assets should be divided. 
You can also write your will yourself and 
have it registered. One very important thing 
to remember is to have life insurance as an 
integral part of your planning process. Your 
estate plan is designed to ensure you and 
your loved ones are well taken care of, no 
matter what the situation. In the end, while 
you may not be able to decide your ultimate 
destiny, you certainly can shape the legacy 
you leave for your loved ones.

next?” My sister’s husband 
died last summer and it was a 
really hard time for the family 
because he was truly loved. It 
has now been seven months 
since his death and we are 
now starting to see the im-
portance of having a will. Ev-
erything becomes harder for 
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kaya cattouse 
This Sporting Life:

multi-sport star dominatinG 
2012 female CyClinG CirCuit

By Marshall Nunez, Sr.

If there is anybody who we 
can be classified as born into a 
cycling family, Kaya Cattouse can 
certainly fit that description. The 
22 year old female cyclist has won 
the first two female races for 2012, 
The Krem New Year’s Day Cycling 
Classic and the Valentine’s Day 
Classic. 

Kaya Cattouse is the daughter 
of master cyclist Raymond Cat-
touse aka Ray Cat and Ms. Karen 
Vernon. 

Kaya could be classified as a 
multiple sport athlete who has 
played football, basketball, and 
who has been involved in athlet-
ics and cycling. She started track 
and field back in primary school 
at Holy Redeemer. In Standard 
4, 5 and 6 she participated in the 
district primary school track and 
field competition in the 800 and 
1500mm events, where she won 
and represented the Belize Dis-
trict at primary school track and 
field national tournament. 

In high school at SCA Kaya 
continued with track and field 
only adding the 400mm to her 
events, and again she had success 
at the district level and represent-
ed at the national levels in these 
events. 

Kaya also played football in 
primary school under Coach Phil-
lip Murray. At SCA Kaya was one of 
only 3 First Formers who not only 
played but started on the school’s 
football and basketball team 
where she played for all her four 
years of high school. She played 
midfield in football and was small 

The Cattouse cycling family! Mom Karen rides 
with Kaya and her brothers

forward in basket-
ball for SCA. In 
2009 she played 
in the female bas-
ketball competi-
tion with Maria 
Chang. Kaya told 
us that she started 
cycling on and off 
around the age 
of 13. She partici-
pated in the high 
school races that 
were organized by 
Mr. Kevin Hall. In 
regards to cycling 
she was very com-
mitted between 
2006 and 2008, 
training for the 
cross country and 
the big classics. 

According to 
Ray Cat, Kaya was 
at her best in 2008, 
in fact Ray told 
me that if Kaya 
should indeed 
commit to one 
full year of train-
ing the way she is 
training now, she 
will be as good as 
any female cyclist 
in the country and 
in the region.  

Kaya’s dedication to 
cycling got side tracked 
when she was in 6th form 
and she was recruited to 
play on a football team 
in Belmopan name BBB. 
Kaya was the central mid 
fielder and the captain 
of the team that won 3 

consecutive com-
petitions. She was 
selected to play on 
the Belize female na-
tional football team 
which was in the 
qualifying tourna-
ment for the World 
Cup. The team trav-
elled to Mexico, 
Honduras, Guate-
mala and Salvador 
for several matches 
and it was not un-
til after Belize was 
eliminated by Salva-
dor and Guatemala 
that Kaya returned 
to being totally com-
mitted to cycling. 
She was commuting 
to Belmopan in the 
evenings for football 
while doing cycling 
in the morning. That 
was not working out 

so she decided to drop cycling and 
play football. Kaya did not seriously 
picked up cycling again until in Sep-
tember of 2011. 

When I asked Kaya what condition 
she is in she said that she is in about 
80% condition. I reminded Kaya that 
she had defeated Shalini in the two 
races this year, and her response was 
“Well everybody is making this about 
beating Shalini but they need to re-
alize that somebody else is coming 
around.” 

I asked her if she believes it is her 
turn now and she replied “I believe so 
and when I get into real cycling condi-
tion the real races will start happen-
ing.” 

Kaya told me that she will be ready 
for the female cross country which is 
usually held on Mother’s Day. 

To emphasize the point the Kaya 
comes from a cycling family we just 

need to tell you that her 
father Ray is a veteran 
of the sport, her older 
brother Brandon is in 
the elite category, while 
younger brother Riis and 
Yan are juniors. Kaya told 
me that between she and 
Brandon they’ve inspired 
her mother Karen to get 
on the bicycle and Karen 
is now doing Hattieville 
and back. 

According to Kaya 
of all the sports she par-
ticipated in, her entire 
family supports her in 
cycling. I asked Kaya 
what is her ambition in 
cycling and she declared 
that is “To win the major 
races in Belize, the cross 
country and the national 
road championship and 
then once on the national 

team to focus on any interna-
tional race” she will attend.

Another of her other 
major accomplishments are 
placing 3rd in the annual 
BDF Half-marathon in 2006 
and winning the female Lion-
man Triathlon last year. She 
also participated in the mix 
triathlon. 

According to Karen, Kaya 
was active since she was a 
baby, so it came as no surprise 
when Kaya wanted to play 
basketball and football. Kar-
en explained: “Sports helped 
to groom her to become a 
much disciplined, very com-
petitive, determined young 
lady.” 

Karen further states that 
with her determination, 
strength and courage she sees 
her going places. Karen wants 
Kaya to ride hard and ride 
safe. 

Ray told me that he will be 
taking Kaya to race this week-
end in Playa del Carmen  and 
will try to get her to race every 
2 weeks so should could be 
race ready come the female 
cross country and whatever 
else. The Independent wish-
es Kaya all the best.
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What to do with 
Belize’s superbond

Grenada/Taiwan 
debt dispute 
threatens island 
airport

By Sujata Rao 
(http://blogs.reuters.com/glo-

balinvesting)
FEBRUARY 15, 2012: This year’s 

renewed euphoria over emerging mar-
kets has bypassed some places. One 
such corner is Belize, a country sand-
wiched between Mexico and Guate-
mala, which many fear is gearing up 
for a debt default. There is a chance 
this will happen as early as next week

Belize is a small country with just 
330,000 people but back in 2007,  it 
issued a $550 million bond on inter-
national markets. Known locally as a 
superbond for its large size (relative 

to the country’s economy), the issue 
earned Belize a spot on JP Morgan’s 
EMBI Global index of emerging mar-
ket bonds.

As this index is used by 80 per-
cent of fund managers who invest in 
emerging debt, many of them will 
have allocated some cash to hold the 
Belize bond  in their portfolios. These 
folk will be waiting anxiously to see if 
Belize pays a $23 million coupon due 
on Feb. 20.

Never very liquid, the bond has 
taken a sharp lurch downwards since 
Feb.7 when Prime Minister Dean Bar-
row said in a pre-election speech that 

he would seek “instructions” from the 
electorate to “do something about the 
bond”.  That unsurprisingly triggered 
panic selling and the bond now trades 
around 40 cents on the dollar, down 
some 20 cents since the start of Febru-
ary. The yield has risen sharply to 23 
percent from 16 percent and and the 
Belize spread over U.S. Treasuries — 
the premium that investors demand 
to hold the bond — has blown out to 
almost 2000 basis points, higher than 
any other country in the EMBI Global 
index. That’s a rise of 400 bps since the 
day of Barrow’s speech.

Exotix, a frontier market-focused 

brokerage says: “What happens next? 
We think the government will pay the 
forthcoming 20 February coupon but 
clearly there is a risk that it won’t. But 
even if it does, that does not remove 
the uncertainty now hanging over the 
bond… The government has the money 
and it might be counterproductive po-
litically to default just before a general 
election. However we do acknowledge 
that the bond’s domestic unpopularity 
and the low price make non-payment 
an easier option.”

Regionally, there are some paral-
lels with Ecuador which in 2008 de-
faulted on debt the government said 
had been contracted unlawfully by 
a previous administration. Investors 
pointed out at the time that Ecuador’s 
president Rafael Correa had the cash 
to pay but did not want to. If Belize 
misses the Monday coupon, it will not 
be for want of cash — the central bank 
has $240 million in its coffers.

Longer-term however, it looks 
unlikely that Belize can keep up with 
payments. The country has a clearly 
unsustainable debt-GDP ratio of over 
80 percent. The bond’s structure 
means that coupons “step up” gradu-
ally and this year the annual coupon 
jumps to 8.5 percent from 6 percent. 
So debt service costs rise by over a 
third to $46.2 billion from this year, 
Exotix calculates. That will go up even 
further from 2019 when Belize must 
start paying back the principal of the 
debt rather than just the interest. So 
even if Barrow pays next week’s cou-
pon, bondholders may do well to pre-
pare for more such noise in future.

The operations of the airport are under threat as thou-
sands of dollars daily in international airline fees are be-
ing diverted away from the Grenada Airports Authority.

Thursday, February 16, 2012 
ST GEORGE’S, Grenada – The Gre-

nadian government is prepared to do 
whatever is necessary to ensure that the 

Continued on page 20
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island’s Maurice Bishop Interna-
tional Airport remains open.

This was the assurance given by 
Information Minister, Senator Glen 
Noel, and other officials this week 
as government sought to allay fears 
by giving strong assurances that the 
Tillman Thomas administration 
would make the necessary finan-
cial arrangements for the Airports 
Authority to ensure the facility re-
mained open to daily traffic.

The operations of the airport 
are under threat as thousands of 
dollars daily in international airline 
fees are being diverted away from 
the Grenada Airports Authority 
thanks to a judgement against the 
country in its legal battle with Tai-
wan.

The Ministry of Tourism and 
Civil Aviation also issued a recent 
statement saying that it was work-
ing with other government depart-
ments, particularly the Attorney 
General’s Chambers and the Minis-
try of Finance, to arrive at a solution 
to the current financial difficulties 
being experienced by the Grenada 

Grenada/Taiwan debt dispute 
threatens island airport

Continued from page 19 Airports Authority.
This situation arose as result of 

the EXIM Bank of Taiwan obtain-
ing judgment against the Govern-
ment of Grenada for outstanding 
loans in a suit filed in the United 
States. Taiwan had claimed to re-
cover the money, EC $70 million 
dollars (US$25million), in default 
loans from its state owned export/
import bank shortly after Grenada 
broke diplomatic relations in 2005 
and had claimed for all monies ow-
ing to the Government of Grenada 
and its agencies to be paid against 
the loan. Consequently, a request 
was made to airlines operating on 
the Grenada route to pay monies 
owed to the Grenada Airports Au-
thority to the Taiwanese.

An escrow account was estab-
lished and carriers such as Virgin 
Airlines, British Airways and Del-
ta Airlines have begun to deposit 
monies owed to the Airports Au-
thority into the said account. This 
has placed the Airports Authority in 
a very precarious financial position.

“Mr. Rodney George, Chairman 
of the Grenada Airports Authority, 

has alerted us in the government 
about the situation facing our air-
port. I am doing all that I can from 
a civil aviation point of view. The 
Ministry of Finance is doing its part 
from the debt-financing angle and 
the Attorney General’s Chambers is 
working towards a legal solution”; 
said Minister of Tourism and Civil 
Aviation, Peter David.

The Ministry of Tourism and 
Civil Aviation statement added that 
all government parties were work-
ing toward a speedy resolution to 
given the negative impact that se-
vere disruptions to the airport’s op-
erations could have on the country’s 
economy at a time when it could 
least afford it.

The Government has promised 
to give a complete update on the 
status of efforts aimed at bringing 
a resolution to the debt with EXIM 
Bank of Taiwan, during the presen-
tation of the 2012 budget

Last week the chairman of the 
airports authority, Rodney George, 
reportedly confirmed that Virgin 
Atlantic, American Airlines, Brit-
ish Airways, and Delta have been 

forced to comply with the court or-
der to pay money owed to the Gre-
nada Government into an account 
setup by Taipei.

“It is quite unfortunate but it is 
happening. We have already been 
notified by Virgin airlines. It is Brit-
ish airways. It is American airlines. 
And it is Delta” said George in a lo-
cal radio interview.

“All the major airlines that are 
flying to Grenada with the excep-
tion of Caribbean airlines. Virgin 
Atlantic took effect three weeks 
ago. British Airways and Delta two 
weeks ago”.

George says the airport author-
ity has already lost about half a mil-
lion US dollars in landing fees, and 
taxes normally collected by the air-
lines on behalf of the Government.

“It’s a very serious matter and 
one that has been keeping me 
awake at nights. 

“The prospect of operations 
at the airport grinding to a halt is 
something that will have dire con-
sequences on the entire country. 
The next three to four weeks are 
critical”.
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(The Independent is happy to debut a new feature “San Pedro Beat” which will pro-
vide a weekly synopsis of the going-ons in La Isla Bonita. Readers should also note 
that The Independent is available for sale at the following newsstands: Ritchie’s 
Supermarket, Caye Mart, SuperBuy, Island Supermarket, Lourdes Store, Rock’s 
Center, Public’s Grocery, Marina’s Store, Milo Center and San Juan Internet.)

San Pedro
Politics

Land Fraud…allegations have been 
leveled at San Pedro Town Council em-
ployees and elected officials in collusion 
with those in higher offices. The pri-
mary instance involves the sale of Lot 12 
in Mata Grande. This lot and all of the 
coast of North Ambergris Caye has been 
in private ownership for generations. 
The property in question, which is le-
gally owned by foreigners and is valued 
at around US$500,000 was transferred 
by the GOB with the recommendation 
of Manuel Heredia into the name of a 

Town Council employee for BZ$6,500.
Police Brutality…allegations have 

been leveled by the parent of a 13 year 
old child allegedly detained and beaten 
by San Pedro Police. An investigation is 
underway. All parents are advised they 
should know the whereabouts of their 
children at all times.

LEO’s…of San Pedro have an-
nounced a Valentine Day’s dance for 
teenagers at the Lion’s Den. The LEO’s 
youth group that is affiliated with the 
Lion’s Club has been reborn in San Pe-

dro. It is aimed at teenagers and teaches 
them leadership and organizational 
skills. LEO stands for Leadership, Expe-
rience, and Opportunity. This group is 
chaired by Ismael Kay. There are now 26 
members and this is the only active LEO 
club in Belize.

Savadoranan community…cel-
ebrated the 11th anniversary of the 
founding of the Association of Salva-
doranos. The Salvadoran community is 
very integrated into San Pedro society 
and economy and is a responsible part 

of our community.
Fundraisers… are a regular part 

of San Pedro life. We have recently had 
fundraisers for the San Pedro Diabetes 
Association. The San Pedro Cancer so-
ciety had a blood drive, the Saga Society 
also had a fundraiser and Mama Vilma’s 
women’s shelter had a very successful 
fashion show which raised over $10,000 
for their cause. The expat community is 
a strong supporter of all worthy causes 
in San Pedro and their generosity is al-
ways appreciated.

Nomination Day for mayoral and 
town councilor candidates went off 
smoothly. The parties were represented 
by mayoral candidates Danny Guerrero 
and his team of six for the UDP, Conchi-
ta Flota and her team of six for the PUP 
and Mel Paz and two town councilor 
candidates running as Independents.

The first ever Area Rep debate 
sponsored by the San Pedro Sun and 
Reef Radio/TV was held Wednesday 
night in San Pedro and was aired live at 
7pm. The participants were Patty Arceo 
for the PUP, Manuel Heredia Jr. for the 
UDP, Bobby Lopez for the VIP and Mike 
Campbell running as an Independent. 
The format gave each candidate two 
minutes to answer the questions with-
out prior knowledge or notes. Each can-
didate was allowed a one-minute rebut-
tal. There were ten questions asked over 
three-hour period. There was general 
agreement about the need for more and 
better educational and healthcare fa-
cilities with the UDP promising a new 
“Government School”. 

The PUP promised two new pri-
mary schools and a new high school. 
Both promised a hospital as well. Mr. 
Campbell presented a plan to immedi-
ately re-establish the Wings Of Hope 
service to San Pedro to allow for emer-
gency night medical evacuations and 
called attention to the improvements 
that need to be made now in regards to 
efficiency and “customer satisfaction”. 
Mr. Lopez acknowledged the commu-
nity problems and suggested San Pedro 
go to a “Shifts” system where students 
go to school at different times of the day. 
Mr. Campbell stressed the need for im-
mediate construction of a new primary 
school and high school with both voca-
tional and technical training available.  

The subject of the subvention of the 
San Pedro Town Council was addressed. 
All agreed that the amount needed to 
be raised. Ms. Arceo said that the PUP 
was promising a proportional shar-
ing of income. Mr. Campbell proposed 
that no government would ever write 

a multimillion-dollar check to the San 
Pedro Town Council and it would not 
be appropriate if they did. Mr. Camp-
bell proposed that Belize Rural South 
become a separate district and have all 
ministries represented here with each 
getting its fair share of the national bud-
get. Mr. Lopez and Mr. Campbell com-
mented on the huge amount of money 
that leaves San Pedro and the need for 
some to come back.

The subject of Caye Caulker feeling 
left out and unattended except at elec-
tion time was addressed. Mr. Lopez said 
that it was true and he would work to 
improve Caye Caulker. Ms. Arceo and 
Mr. Heredia both agreed and sympa-
thized with the Caye Caulker residents 
and both stressed their past and pres-
ent contributions to health, education, 
and beach reclamation on Caye Caulk-
er. Mr. Campbell pointed out that San 
Pedro was also forgotten and neglected 
except for election time just the same 
as Caye Caulker. Mr. Campbell stated 
that he had lived on Caye Caulker and 
understood some of their concerns. 
Mr. Campbell was in favor of redis-
tricting in the near future to give Caye 
Caulker their own Area Representative 
and stated that the primary concern on 
Caye Caulker is to not develop as San 
Pedro has and a plan must be put in 
place to assure that does not happen. 
Mr. Lopez cited their healthcare and 
waste disposal problems as well as edu-
cational needs.

Concerning tourism Mr. Heredia 
stated that tourism was recovering and 
we had reached the 250,000 for only 
the second time ever. Ms Arceo and Mr. 
Lopez stressed the need to revitalize 
the industry and improve the quality of 
service through training. . Mr. Camp-
bell stated that the BTB marketing had 
not worked and San Pedro/Caye Caulk-
er need to be marketed separately as a 
unique destination rather than lumped 
with the rest of Belize and that the 
Town needs to be cleaned up to give a 
better impression.  

All candidates considered the peo-
ple and the reef as our best assets. Mr. 
Campbell pointed out that we are here 
because of the environment and it in-
cludes more than the reef and we must 
protect our entire environment or the 
tourists will not return and it includes 
the mangroves and shallows as well.

Corruption and prosecution of 
violators was addressed. Both major 
party candidates stated that corruption 
was only a perception and not real. Mr. 
Campbell gave the definition of cor-
ruption as Bribery, Nepotism, Crony-
ism and Patronage, which are all wide-
ly practiced. He noted how this affects 
equal opportunity. He also noted that 
neither major party candidate had filed 
financial reports as required by law and 
is subject to $10,000 fine for each year 
of infraction. This was not denied. 

Mr. Campbell also presented a plan 
for the Town to hire a Prosecuting At-
torney who could help pursue corrup-
tion charges. Mr. Lopez pointed out 
that this was a problem nationwide as 
practically no one has filed any returns 
as required by law and should not be 
re-elected for that reason and agreed 
completely that corruption was real 
and was having an economic impact.  
Mr. Lopez also stated that he was retir-
ing with six million dollars and could 
not be bribed as he did not need the 
money. 

Offshore drilling and environmen-
tal degradation by developments was 
addressed and three candidates came 
out against offshore drilling while Mr. 
Heredia said he would not support any-
thing that would hurt us. Mr. Campbell 
explained the effects of oil on coral, 
the absence of any meaningful way 
to protect from an accident and what 
its effects would be on the San Pedro 
economy. Mr. Campbell pointed out 
that both parties had a commitment to 
offshore drilling and regardless of their 
expressed opinions Mr. Heredia and 
Ms Arceo would be required by law to 
vote for their party’s position. This was 
not denied by either Ms. Areceo or Mr. 
Heredia. 

Mr. Lopez agreed and stressed the 
importance of not taking a chance with 
offshore drilling and commented on 
what he considered unfair treatment 
by the PM in the recent referendum 
rejection. Mr. Campbell expressed 
pleasure that the PM seemed inclined 
to separate the offshore drilling from 

drilling in Protected Areas and saw it 
as a positive sign. Mr. Campbell stated 
that from his personal experience he 
knows that tourism developments can 
be carried out with minimal environ-
mental impact.

The infectiveness of the police was 
discussed. Mr. Campbell proposed 
that the Town hire and fire all police 
and assure they are well trained, prop-
erly equipped and well paid perma-
nent members of the community. Mr. 
Campbell also proposed that we hire a 
Prosecuting Attorney to work with our 
Municipal police to raise the convic-
tion rate and pursue corruption inves-
tigations. Mr. Heredia and Mr. Lopez 
agreed with this proposal while Ms 
Arceo called for the opening of police 
substations in the various parts of San 
Pedro and the expansion of the existing 
police station and Magistrates’ Court, 
which were built during her term as 
Area Representative.

The subject of San Mateo was ad-
dressed. Both Mr. Heredia and Ms. 
Arceo cited what improvements they 
had made to San Mateo and their 
commitment to continue to work to 
improve the conditions. Mr. Heredia 
stated that GOB was assuming re-
sponsibility for the main roadway. Mr. 
Campbell stated that in his profession-
al opinion it was impossible to provide 
sanitary living conditions in San Mateo 
and the project was a bad decision from 
when it was started and every attempt 
should be made to relocate the resi-
dents. He cited the fact that without 
dry ground there is no way to have a 
correctly operating septic system and 
it will definitely contaminate all the 
standing water with fecal material as 
is now the case. Both Mr. Heredia and 
Ms. Arceo defended the project while 
Mr. Lopez agreed with Mr. Campbell 
that the residents should be moved for 
health and human dignity reasons. Mr. 
Campbell emphatically accused both 
parties of abdication of their responsi-
bilities and called for a change. 

Throughout the debate both Mr. 
Heredia and Ms. Arceo claimed that of-
ten times the money was just not avail-
able for these types of expenditures 
and consistently Mr. Campbell stated 
that clearly the money was there as we 
had given it to them and it was only a 
matter of priorities with Mr. Lopez in 
complete agreement. The debate was 
adjourned at 10pm.
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PR EXPERT 
OFFERS 

COMPLIMENTARY 
COURSE IN PUBLIC 

RELATIONS

OCEANA 
to open “I Love My Reef” 

educational exhibit

5 year old accident 
victim needs 

your help

Monday, February 13, 2012

BELIZE CITY: OCEANA in Belize 
will be hosting a colourful, interactive 
and educational exhibit on the Beliz-
ean Reef. The show, which will run from 
February 17th until March 3rd, will be 
hosted at the Image Factory Art Founda-
tion on 91 North Front Street in Belize 
City.  The event which officially opens on 
Friday, February 17, 2012, f will feature 
underwater scenes of Belize’s marine 
life and environment and will highlight 
the aftermath of the BP oil disaster in 
the Gulf.  A special feature is the media 
room where educational videos can also 
be viewed as part of the exhibition.

Location
Image Factory Art Foundation
91 North Front Street,
Belize City, Belize

Date
Friday, February 17, 2012
7:00pm– 10:00pm

I Love My Reef Educational Exhibit

The exhibition is opened to the 
public and viewing can take place daily 
during normal working hours. Oceana 
invites all educational institutions, orga-
nizations and the public from across Be-
lize who would like to learn more about 
the possible social, educational, and le-
gal impacts to our Barrier Reef from a 
future offshore Oil Industry to attend. 

The exhibition is being held under 
the theme “I LOVE MY REEF”.  February 
being the month of love, it is important 
that we also show our love for our reef 
that year rounds shows it’s love for us by 
feed us, protecting us and providing jobs 
for us,” said Audrey Matura-Shepherd, 
VP Oceana Belize

February 13, 2012

Internationally renowned Communicator and 
Public Relations Consultant Niall Gillett, in partner-
ship with the Coastal Zone Management Authority 
and Institute (CZMAI), will be hosting a free seminar 
on “Practical Public Relations”. The two hour profes-
sional session, which is a part of the CZMAI’s seminar 
series, is being offered to local businesses, organiza-
tions and

individuals. It will be held on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 22, from 9:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m., at the

CZMAI conference room in Belize City.
The aim of the seminar is to demonstrate the 

practical purposes and importance of Public Rela-
tions, to learn how good PR can lead as well as bol-
ster marketing efforts, and to provide a sharpening of 
skills for those who already have a background in the 
art. It MAY also be able to be of help to aspiring poli-
ticians who plan to contest the upcoming elections.

Registration is free, but spaces are limited. Those 
interested can register online at www.nautavero.com, 
via email at ngillett@nautavero.com, or telephone at 
610-5700.

By Orlando Pulido
Thursday, February 16, 2012

SAN IGNACIO - Juantita Vanegas continues to 
be in frantic search for community assistance for her 
son Damion Flowers, who was injured in a traffic ac-
cident on January 26, 12. Five year old Damion, was 
heading back to school on a sunny mid-day, when 
he was run over by a vehicle.

According to preliminary written data from the 
La Loma Luz Hospital, Damion had been affected 
on his pelvis, had scratches on his kidney and sus-
tained a ruptured bladder. The child has had his 
mobility restricted to ensure his well being.

Vanegas says that she would like to take Damion 
to the Belize City based Belize Medical Associates 
tomorrow, but neither has the finances or transport 
to do so. Vanegas, who comes from a family with 
meager resources, says that medical experts have 
advised, to take the child to a bone specialist as soon 
as possible. About three weeks ago, the mother says 
that Dr. Rene Godoy had performed emergency sur-
gery on her child; at his private practice, and at no 
charge. This humanitarian gesture by Dr. Godoy, 
says Vanegas, saved her child’s life.

Currently Damion Flowers needs wipers and 
pampers. He needs additional finance for his medi-
cal care.

So far, the Santa Elena Primary Roman Catholic 
School has assisted its student with eighty dollars. 
Infant one teacher, Ms. Nelly Puc, says that her stu-
dent is an intelligent child and had a habit of attend-
ing school regularly.

Juanita Vanegas can be reached at 662-4214. She 
resides in the Santa Cruz Area of Santa Elena Town 
in the Cayo District.

LIQUOR LICENCE NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 

that Juan Lopez is applying 
for Beer Liquor License to be 
operated at “Quiche Shop”, 11 
Waters Lane Belize City, under 
the Intoxicating Liquor Licens-
ing Ordinance Revised Edition 
2000.

Notice is hereby given 
that Victoria Wade is applying 
for Restaurant Liquor License 
to be operated at “Barefoot 
Restaurant”, 19 Miles Sandhill 
Village, under the Intoxicating 
Liquor Licensing Ordinance 
Revised Edition 2000.  

Property For Sale
RIVERSIDE / CANAL SIDE LOT IN BELAMA 

PHASE III, water on two sides. Large lot with ad-
ditional square footage due to the reserve. Moti-
vated seller. Asking price: US$30K. Please email 
wauxillou@gmail.com or call 660-6865 for more 
information.

ADVERTISE IN THE 
INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

CLASSIFIEDS
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Capital police investigate two 
cases of carnal knowledge

Thirteen year old 
sexually assaulted in 

Billy White Village

The Law Is Running 
Out of Gas in Belize

by Robin Llewellyn
Monday, February 13, 2012

The night of February 8, five men 
searched in the darkness for Enrique 
Makin, the chairman of a Maya vil-
lage. Four of them were from the 
Belizean government’s department 
of geology and petroleum; the other 
was the Mayan permitting officer of 
a US oil company struggling to con-
duct seismic testing on the village’s 
land. This was the day after Standard 
and Poor downgraded Belize’s credit 
ratings, citing the structural decline 
of the country’s oil industry. In the 
darkness the men couldn’t find Ma-
kin, so for now the standoff contin-
ues.

The government wants his sig-
nature for a letter the oil company 
composed, granting the right to op-
erate seismic lines (corridors cleared 
through the rainforest along which 
explosives will be detonated to 
find oil) across the territory of the 
Q’eqchi’ Maya village of Conejo.

The Mayan rainforest initially 
looks like nature in its wild state -- 
long stretches of jungle interrupted 
by villages of palm thatch houses 
nestled among the trees or centered 
about a clearing decorated with hi-
biscus. But that first appearance is 
misleading: Land use is tightly con-
trolled by the Maya with each vil-
lage allotting areas for the sole use 
of each family to grow crops or to 
forest. Land is farmed through the 
milpa technique of rotating fields 
through the rainforest, allowing the 
trees and soil to regenerate. The bor-
ders of each village are also clearly 
defined, determining the hunting 
and fishing areas for each commu-
nity.

Such regulations form part of 
Mayan customary law, historically 
overlooked by administrations, 
which saw only jungle and granted 
logging concessions to vast swathes 
of Toledo. A sustained campaign to 
secure control over their lands and 
resources resulted in the Belize Su-
preme Court granting these custom-
ary laws explicit legal recognition in 
2007, initially for the two appellate 
villages of Conejo and Santa Cruz.

Twenty-two further Maya villag-
es won legal recognition of their cus-
tomary titles in 2010, with the chief 
justice ruling that “Maya customary 
land tenure exists in all the Maya 
villages in the Toledo Districts, and 
where it exists it gives rise to collec-
tive and  individual  property rights” 
under the Belizean constitution.

Until the government realizes 
these property rights through leg-
islation (which is on hold while the 
government appeals the ruling), the 
government is barred from “issuing 
any concessions for resource exploi-

tation, including concessions, per-
mits or contracts authorizing log-
ging, prospecting or exploration.”

But with government support 
the American oil company US Capi-
tal Energy is conducting seismic 
testing across a block of southern 
Toledo covering eight Mayan villages 
subject to the 2010 ruling. US Capi-
tal is backed by American oil invest-
ment company CHx whose director, 
Alex Cranberg, told me that “all of 
our activities are in accordance with 
Belize law and relevant Supreme 
Court rulings, and that the govern-
ment of Belize agrees with this posi-
tion.”

The village of Conejo is sur-
rounded by the oil concession area 
but, with undisputed land title, its 
territory is not included in the per-
mit and remains off limits to the 
company without the explicit con-
sent of the villagers. The commu-
nity cut a 15ft wide corridor around 
their land, through rainforests and 
mangrove swamps, to prevent the oil 
company claiming ignorance should 
they illegally operate on their land.

On 17 January villagers found a 
seismic trail cut across Conejo by US 
Capital. When it became a Belizean 
news story, the company claimed it 
had been cut by mistake.

In Conejo, I was guided through 
the rainforest to a creek where we 
selected one of the upturned Mayan 
canoes and paddled downstream. 
The seismic trail cuts across the 
lower reaches on each side, heavily 
flagged for seismic teams to recog-
nize it, and planted at intervals with 
pegs for the burying of explosives.

Continuing downstream, we en-
tered a lagoon and then a network 
of creeks that took us to the bound-
ary cleared between Conejo and the 
neighbouring Q’eqchi’ Maya village 
of Sundaywood. The seismic trail 
cut across it less than a mile up the 
border from where we moored, run-
ning straight as a rule across both 
communities, the pegs placed close 
together. One can see it as a meeting 
between the two laws of southern 
Belize -- the law of the court system 
and the belief that extractive indus-
tries can offer a get-out-of-jail card 
to a perennially cash-strapped gov-
ernment.

Initially the oil company tried 
to persuade Conejo not to demand 
redress and to allow them to operate 
on the seismic line. Conejo’s Enrique 
Makin was invited to discuss matters 
with them on 28 January. I met him 
straight afterwards.

José María Martinez, the com-
pany’s manager of seismic opera-
tions, had warned him that lawyers 
should not be involved, and prom-
ised that the company would give 
Conejo the computer they promised 

in 2009. Martinez warned that if the 
community did not allow explosives 
to be buried and detonated along 
the seismic line, then the company 
would sack all twenty of Conejo’s vil-
lagers who were employed with the 
company.

Makin himself is one of those 
employees. I asked him how he re-
sponded: “I am here to face any 
threats.  I am here to represent my 
community, not myself or my fam-
ily. Tomorrow they might fire me.  
That’s OK, I don’t need their job.”

Makin had insisted that the vil-
lage needed to decide its response 
collectively, with a lawyer present. 
While at work on 2 February, he 
was taken off a skiff taking com-
pany workers up the Sarstoon River 
and brought back to the oil com-
pany’s headquarters in the village 
of Barranco where the other Conejo 
workers had been assembled. He 
was then told during a phone call 
with Martinez, that the company 
was sacking all Conejo’s workers un-
til they agreed a position on the oil 
company’s operations.

Conejo held its village meeting 

on Sunday 5 February, which is when 
US Capital Energy’s permitting offi-
cer, Martin Choco, demanded that 
the villagers sign a letter “or not get 
a job,” prompting the chairman, on 
the lawyer’s advice, to suspend the 
meeting. The letter made no men-
tion of redress, condemned the lead-
ership for exceeding their authority 
in writing a letter of objection to the 
company over the seismic trail, and 
granted US Capital Energy unre-
stricted access to operate seismic 
lines on the village’s territory.

US Capital’s Belize representa-
tive Alistair King told me on 7 Feb-
ruary that the letter was “nothing 
to do with US Capital Energy,” but 
claimed it allowed the company to 
return to work the seismic trail this 
week. He also claimed that Conejo’s 
workforce had never been sacked in 
the first place.

But Conejo’s leadership is not sit-
ting idly by; over 60% of the village’s 
adult population has signed a peti-
tion declaring they did not give their 
free, prior and informed consent to 
the oil company’s activities. For now 
the law of the courts is on their side, 
but that other law of southern Belize 
enjoys a sympathetic hearing from a 
desperate government. Whether ex-
plosives are now being buried along 
the seismic lines of Conejo will show, 
with utmost clarity, which law rules 
when oil is involved.

Robin Llewellyn is a freelance 
journalist focusing on human rights 
and environmental issues.

Tuesday, February 14, 2012

BELMOPAN – Capital po-
lice are investigating two cases 
of alleged carnal knowledge 
which occurred in Camalote Vil-
lage. 

On Tuesday a pregnant fif-
teen year old and her mother 
visited the Belmopan Police Sta-
tion to tell police that the girl 
had engaged in sexual inter-

course with Clifford Galvez and as a 
result is almost six months pregnant. 

That same day another pregnant 
fifteen year old girl of Camalote Vil-
lage also visited the Belmopan Po-
lice station with similar report. The 
girl told police that she had sex with 
Ralston Rodriguez and as a result 
she is two months pregnant.

Police are investigating the re-
ports which were made fifty minutes 
apart on Tuesday, February 14, 2012. 

Wednesday February 8, 2012

BILLY WHITE, Cayo – Rey-
naldo Gonzalez, 20, is in police 
custody, charged with aggravat-
ed assault after he allegedly com-
mitted a sexual assault on a thir-
teen year old girl of Billy White 
Village in the Cayo District. 

The girl in the presence of 
her mother told police that Gon-
zalez who she knows as “Rey” 
pulled her into some bushes as 
she walked in the village along 

with her two younger brothers on 
Wednesday, February 8, 2012 and 
fondled her and kissed her. The girl 
said that when she resisted, Gonzalez 
dragged her by both hands. 

The girl also told police that 
about six months prior, Gonzalez 
had sexual intercourse with her near 
a gravel site in the village and threat-
ened to kill her if she reported the in-
cident to police. 

Police have picked up Reynaldo 
Gonzalez, has been arrested and 
charged for aggravated assault. 
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